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HER     GRACE 


DUCHESS    OF  DEVONSHIRE. 


Madam, 

A  STRANGER  to  England, 
but  not  so  to  the  refined  taste  tor  polite 
literature,  and  unbounded  patronage  of 
the  fine  arts,  so  eminently  conspicuous  in 
your  Grace  :  permit  me,  jNIadam,  to  otfer 
to  your  favourable  notice  the  foUov.ing 
hasty  sketches,  originating  from  objects 
but  imperfectly  known  to  this  country; 
and  by  the  present  crisis,  rendered  particu- 
lar! y  interesting.  Tiie  intention  with 
A\hich  they  are  pul)lished  will,  I  trust, 
in   some   degree,    extenuate   tlieir   faults ; 

and 
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and  if  they  sliuulil  be  so  lortimatc  as 
to  o))taiii  your  Grace's  approbation  and 
protection,  I  shall  enjoy  a  satisfaction 
cfjuallv  pleasurable,  as  it  will  be  ho- 
nourable. 

Madam,  impressed  with  the  most  pro- 
found   respect,    I   remain,    your    Grace's 

Most  devoted. 

Obedient  humble  Servant, 

(JEOnUL  HOLMES. 


TO  THE   READER. 

-TXT  this   period  of  universal    information, 
while  the  historic  and  descriptive  pages  of  the 
most  distant  climes  are  unfolded  to  our  view, 
,  are  we    not   naturally  to  suppose   those   parts 
nearest    the   heart    of  the   empire,     throuo-h 
which  a  great  portion  of  its  life-blood  flows, 
should  be  intimately  known?   yet,  strange  to 
say,  Ireland,  M-hicli,  for  a  space  nf  six  hundred 
years  and  more,  has  been  politically  connected 
Avith,  and  continues  to  be  a  powerful  and  va- 
luable  gem  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  is 
less  kno\™  to  the  people  of  England,  in  ge- 
neral, than  the  most  remote  regions.     On  the 
contrary,    the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  for  the 
most  part,    are  acquainted    -with  the  topogra- 
phy and    history   of  England;    indeed,     fre- 
quently more  so  than  with  their  native  coun- 
try.    On   the  eve  of  a  legislative   union    be- 
tween the  two  countries,  it  must,    to  an  Eno-- 

liihman. 


[  vi  ] 
li^iinini,  Ijccnnie  an  intcrcstinj;-  ol'jcct  of  cii- 
f|iiiiy.  The  picturesque  sceueiy  of  Eni;- 
land,  M'ales,  and  Scotland,  have  been  ably  de- 
scribed by  many;  but  that  of  Ireland — never. 
A  country  particularly  dignified  by  the  niag- 
iiillcent  hand  of  Nature,  -^vhose  liberality  lias 
denied  it  nothing  that  is  necessary  to  consti- 
tute   a  great  and  happy  nation. 

Canibrensis,  mIio  came  into  Ireland  along 
wirh  the  lirst  English- adventurers,  and  in- 
fci'ti'tl,  with  all  the  prejudices  of  the  times; 
vet  a(hnits  "  that  nati-.re  lias  looked  with  a 
more  favourable  eye,  tiian  usual,  upon  this 
kingdom  of  the  Zephyrs." 

Urged  by  the  desire  of  seeing  objects,  which, 
in  th.e  circle  o*^'  his  society  he  had  frequently 
heard  described,  and  of  making  dra^vin^•'■> 
from  the  numerous  remains  of  antiquity, 
V.  liic  h  arc  to  be  met  \',:tli  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  autlsoi-.  during  the  autumn  which 
preceded  the  Lite  uidiappy  and  blood-stained 
cvciirs,  jjusbcd   tlwrngh  some  of  the  southern 

countici, 
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counties,  M'liicli  gave  rise  to  the  following 
letters,  not  then  Avith  any  view  for  publica- 
tion; nor  should  they  now  dare  meet  the  pub- 
lic eye,  but  for  the  sincere  aul  laudable  wish 
for  awakening  curiosity  in  others,  and  per- 
haps inducing  a  capable  hand  to  undertake 
the  description  of  a  country,  abounding  with 
the  most  sublime  scenery.  These  considera- 
tions alone  impelled  him  to  offer  to  the  public 
this  feeble  attempt,  supported  by  the  hope  that 
the  intention  of  the  work  may  possibly  pal- 
liate its  numerous  defects,  and  avert  the  just 
judgment  of  the  discerning  critic.  lie  does 
not  plead  that  weak  and  frivolous  excuse — 
haste — no;  he  confesses  his  inability,  and  only 
trusts  that  it  may  not  be  called  arrogance. 
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Cashel,  Aug.  11,  1797. 

Dear  S 

IR, 

The 

evening  which  parted  us 
,f;^^  ,.,V„VK  T  Jr.  — «.<.-^-„„*. 

produced  a  conversation  which  I  do  not  forget. 
You  then  expressed  a  wish  thatmy  pencil  would 
not  be  exercised  to  theexclusion  of  mypen;  and, 
that  along  with  those  objects  of  the  pain  ters'pur- 
suits  (picturesque  scenery)  I  would  commit  to 
paper  such  general  remarks  as  might  naturally 
arise  from  them,  and  other  objects.  I  am  Mell 
awaie,  my  dear  friend,  of  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  such  an  undertaking;  the  know- 
ledo-c  of  which  leads  me  to  a  consciousness  of 


mv 
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my  own  insiifficirncy ;  yet,  as  yon  have  laid 
ail  injunction,  ami  I  have  passed  my  promise, 
I  must  respect  it.  'Sly  letters  will  probably  eon- 
tain  variety  of  matter,  arising  from  the  change- 
ful face  of  nature,  and  local  circumstances,  in 
■which,  I  trust,  they  will  not  be  found  alto- 
o-cthcr  uninteresting:  besides,  you  will,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  enjoy  one  of  the  greatest 
oleasures  which  the  traveller  himself  experi- 
ences, that  of  anticipation,  which  is  his  staff, 
and  he  naturally  leans  on  it  for  support:  it 
hears  him  on  over  many  a  solitary  hill,  and, 
by  its  all  consoling  help,  keeps  curi()sity 
alive,  auvl  softens  his  fatigue.  I  have  heard 
it  held  to  be  more  pleasurable  even  than  re- 
trospection ;  insomucli  as  ideal  pleasures  ex- 
ceeil  those  of  reality.  To  some,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  so  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  painter, 
whose  art  enables  him  to  call  from  Nature's 
boundless  store  her  choicest  beauties,  and 
make  them  all  his  own;  Mhile,  from  the  blank, 
a  living  landscape  grows  upon  the  eye,  which, 

whcu 
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when  finished,  and  lie  finds  his  new  creation 
good,  then  must  his  reflections  be  equal  to 
his  anticipations;  perliaps  greater.  Tlius  far 
a  knowledge  of  painting  in  the  tourist  gives 
to  him  an  evident  advantage  over  the  observer 
who  is  unacquainted  with  the  executive  part 
of  the  art ;  tlie  want  of  ^vhich  must  preclude 
him  from  a  thousand  local  pleasures,  enjoyed 
by  the  painter  in  a  very  eminent  degree. 

Having  previously  debated  on  the  route  to 
be  taken,  and  sketching  out  ajough  draught, 
yet  not  binding  ourselves  to  any  specific  line, 
I  left  Kilkenny  this  morning,  in  company 
with  my  friends,  J.  li.  and  W.  S.  You 
are  acquainted  with  the  excellent  taste  of 
the  former  for  landscape  painting,  -wiiicli, 
as  an  amateur,  I  have  seldom  scon  exci-lkd; 
and  I  believe  are  not  ignorant  of  llie  latter"s 
qualifications  js  a  pleasant  cunipanion  on  such 
an  excursion,  wc  miles  from  town  stands 
the  village  of  Kills,  now  very  inconsi- 
derable; on  the  left,  its  ruined  priory  rising 
B  2  frin 
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fVom  the  hanks  of  the  Kinii-"s  River,  extem's 
its  walls  along  the  stream,  and  asceniling  a 
beautifully  swelling  green  bank,  encompasses 
the  church  with  its  courts  and  towers.  I'lic 
first  view  of  this  mass  of  ruins  gives  more  the 
idea  of  a  vast  baronial  dwelling,  than  the 
peaceful  habitation  of  the  cloistered  jnonk. 
Passing  round  the  village,  we  entered  a  spa- 
cious area  or  court,  surrounded  by  a  formi- 
dable embattled  wall,  defended  by  lofty  towers, 
called  the  burgher's  court;  this  is  separated 
from  the  inner  court  by  another  wall  of  still 
greater  strength,  on  which  are  two  stupendous 
square  towers:  adjoining  the  left  one,  is  an 
arch,  or  gate,  through  which  v.e  entered  the 
minor  area,  where  stands  the  church,  and  se- 
veral detached  buildings;  the  whole  built  in  a 
massive  line  style.  This  place  v/as  capable  of 
sustaining  a  \  igorous  siege  in  its  earlier  days, 
but  since  the  introduction  of  gunpowder 
would  be  untenable,  from  its  being  com- 
manded by  eminences  on  three  sides. 

This 
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Tliis  Piioiy  was  founded  by  GeofiVy  Fitz 
Robert,  in  the  reign  of  Riclrard  I.  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Maiy.  In  it  were  placed  four 
Augustine  canons,  taken  from  the  abbey  of 
Bodmin,  in  Cornwall*.  The  east  window  is 
down,  and  so  mutilated,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  judge  of  its  design:  indeed,  few  or  none 
of  the  ornaments  of  this  great  buildin"-  re- 
main; but  from  the  magnificent  scale  of  the 
whole,  we  may  naturally  conclude,  that  rich 
internal  decorations  were  not  wanting. 

Near  the  church  are  several  low  mounds,  or 
tumuli,  one  of  which  was  opened  some  years 
ago;  there  were  found  in  it  an  earthen  vessel, 

*  Reynold  de  Ackland,  first  prior  of  the  house ;  Hugh 
Rufus,  successor  to  Reynold,  and  afterward  bishop  of  Os- 
sory;  Alured  afterward  first  prior  of  Innistcngue  ;  and  .Vl- 
gar,  who,  having  been  seut  to  Rome  on  affairs  of  the  abbev, 
had  abishonrick  bestowed  on  him  in  Lombards. 

Sir  J.  W.iKt-s   antiq. 
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•with  some  spear  unci  arrow  heads*.  I  counted 
twelve  toM-ers,  very  perfect;  in  one  of  wliich, 
■while  we  were  employed  in  examining  an  an- 
tique apartment,  -whose  ponderous  chimney- 
piece,  and  other  ancient  fixtures,  caught  our 
attention,  and  gave  rise  to  a  long  train  of  the 
■wildest  speculation.  As  we  approached  a  small 
low  door,  Avithin  which  all  was  darkness,  -we 
Avere  roused  from  our  re\-eries  by  a  strange  in- 
distinct sound.  Pres-ently  avc  were  encoun- 
tered 

•  Tlie  ancient  Irish  burned  their  dead,  and  deposited  llie 
ashes  in  urns,  of  wliich  many  have  been  found,  containing 
bones,  ashes,  and  a  jelly-like  consistence,  w  hich  was  pro- 
bably flesh.  At  Killimeille.nearDungannon,  on  tlie  top  of 
a  hill,  were  two  circles  of  stones  joining  each  other,  fann- 
ing a  figure  of  eight,  each  about  twenty  yards  in  diameter, 
being  repositories  for  urns. 

The  person  who  farmed  tlie  ground,  wauling  stones  to 
bulid  a  house,  drew  tlie  most  of  them  awny.  WitJiin  one 
of  the  circli-s  were  found  three  urns,  in  tlirce  several  holfs, 
covered  with  flat  stones ;    aroiuid  llicm  were  set    six  large 

stones,  and  others  tiirown  upon  the  top.     On  the  same  hill, 

eastward 
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tered  In- a  tall,  cmaciatcdfig-uic,  w];i.:li,  stoop- 
ing- thioiig-h  the  low  arched  door,  qiiickiv 
passed  us,  and  descended  tlic  spiral  step^  by 
Avhich  we  came  up.  He  had  on  a  long  coat 
reaching  down  past  liis  knees,  and  on  his  head 
a  kind  of  cap.  From  the  glimpse  we  got  of 
his  face,  it  appeared  pale  and  ghastly.  You 
may  easily  form  an  idea  of  the  effect  produced 
by  such  an  adventure,  on  our  minds,  Mhich, 
from  the  surrounding  objects,  were  prepared  to 
receive  the  most  romantic  impressions.    From 

eastward  of  tJiese  circles,  was  discovered  the  aJtar  on  uliich 
they  used  to  burn  tlieir  dead,  overgrown  with  green  sod 
and  eartli.  On  uncovering  it,  it  was  found  to  be  of  unl-.ewn 
stone,  eight  feet  long,  and  four  broad;  the  coals  a;iJ 
bones  fresh  among  the  stones,  and  the  stones  burnt  uitii 
fire.  At  tlie  east  end  of  tliis  altar  there  was  a  pit,  whicii 
was  likewise  overgrown  witli  soil;  \i-hich,  on  opening,  was 
found  to  be  the  receiver  where  they  suei^t  in  all  that  remain- 
ed on  tlie  altar,  after  burning.  On  searching  deep,  tiic  sub- 
stance was  found  to  be  all  alike,  black  and  greasy.  It  had 
tinged  the  Iiiil  in  a  straight  line,  from  the  pit  to  :!ie  b^om 
of  the  hill. 


a  w 
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a  winrloAV  -we  observed  him  stiilkiiig  among 
the  ruins,  sometimes  with  a  measured  pace, 
and  at  times  urged  on  by  sudden  starts;  his 
hands  locked  in  each  other,  and  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  sky.  What  a  subject  v,-as  here  for  one 
of  our  modern  romances,  who  deal  so  largely 
in  mysterious  figures,  noises,  &c.  who  by  rais- 
ing some  "  white  mist,  hovering  in  the  air,' 
Avith  the  help  of  a  few  uncertain  rays  of  the 
moon,  which  might  fall  -upon  a  rusty  dagger, 
and  a  drop  or  two  of  blood  upon  the  pavement, 
might  produce  as  excellent  a  ghust  of  this 
poor  lunatic  as  ever  was  made. 

Our  surmises  were  justified,  for  we  found 
he  was  mere  flesh  and  blood,  and  had  inha- 
bited that  tower  for  these  eleven  years  past, 
subsisting  on  the  bounty  of  Dr.  Madden,  Mho 
holds  the  living.  He  comes  regidarly  up  to 
the  parsonage-house,  which  stands  on  the  top 
of  this  sloping  lawn,  and  receives  his  meals, 
which  he  carries  clown  to  his  ceil  and  there 
deposits;    this  place   he   fortifies   ingeniously 

against 
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against  the  winter  blasts,  by  matted  straw  and 
liay,  and  renders  it  really  a  warm,  comfortable 
abode.  Amongst  the  country  people  he 
passes  for  a  person  of  some  influence  among 
the  fairies,  with  whom  they  frequently  hear 
him  in  earnest  conversation.  Sometimes  he  is 
seen  sitting  with  his  legs  dangling  out  of  an 
liigh  window  in  the  tower,  making  long 
speeches  to  the  moon;  and  when  the  goddess 
veils  her  face  behind  a  cloud,  he  exhorts  her  to 
re-appear  in  a  sti-ain  of  tremendous  vociferation. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  village  is  a  good 
bridge;  close  to  which  is  an  high  mound  of 
earth,  whereon  we  could  trace  the  indenta- 
tion of  some  old  fortifications,  and  the  re- 
mains of  strong  walls,  at  its  base.  This  was, 
most  probably,  the  station  which  commanded 
the  passage  of  the  river,  as  in  some  parts  here 
it  is  shallow.  The  river  obtained  its  name 
from  the  death  of  Nial,  a  king  of  the  race  of 
Hermon,  anno  8o9;  who,  plunging  into  its 
waters  to  save  one   of  his  attendants  that  was 

carried 
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carried  down  the  stream  liy  the  foree  of  the 
current  in  attempting-  to  lord  it,  india])pily 
fell  liimself  a  victim  to  his  Immanity.  Hence 
it  MMs  called  the  King's  River. 

After  curiosity  had  been  fully  gratified  lierc, 
"\vc  rode  on  to  Kilree,'  one  mile  and  a  half  fur- 
ther, to  see  one  of  those  round  towers  which 
arc  peculiar  to  Ireland.  "W'e  found  licre  a 
small  ruined  church,  apparently  of  great  an- 
tiijuity  from  its  style  of  architecture.  About 
thirtv  paces  from  it  is  the  tower,  70  feet 
high;  its  diameter  at  the  base  about  1(7. 
The  entrance  is  S  or  9  feet  from  the  ground, 
but  no  vestiges  of  steps  to  ascend  to  it.  It 
is  rent  l)y  lightning  from  the  battlements  to 
the  very  foundation;  and  has  been  so  as  far 
back  as  the  oldest  inliabitant  can  remember; 
vet  still  resists  the  violence  of  the  strongest 
Minds,  unprotected  by  any  high  grounds. 
Near  ir  we  observed  a  richly  sculptuied  cross, 
a  single  block  of  granite,  10  feet  high.  While 
I  was  making  a  sketch  of  it,  I  Nvas  amused 

with 
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with  a  tiaditioiiaiy  account  of  the  spot,  not 
uninteresting.  It  came  from  an  okl  jnan, 
■vv'hose  silver  locks  and  venerable  manner 
commanded  my  attention,  and  almost  my  be- 
lief. One  of  the  many  anecdotes  he  related, 
was,  that  underneath  the  cross  lay  an  an- 
cient king-  who  was  drowned  in  the  river  near 
Kills;  which  was  by  no  means  improbable,  as 
■  the  name  of  this  spot,  Kilree,  (Ki!-ri)  sig- 
nifies the  cell,  or  burial-place  of  the  kino-*; 
and  is,  perhaps,  the  monument  of  Xial,  of 
whom  I  ha^•e  spoken. 

Quitting  Kilree,  and  following  the  bendin^s 
of  the  river,  four  miles  and  a  h.alf  brought  us 
to  Callan,  a  tovai  now  of  no  note,  and  seems  to 

*  These  towers  were  general!/  built  near  catl:edrals,  ci 
i-iOted  places  J  an  J  crosses  usually  were  erected  over  tlie  bo- 
dies of  the  most  eminent  persons,  after  Christianity  was  re- 
ceived. In  pagan  times,  huge  pillar  stones,  unhewn,  mark- 
ed tJie  gra\-es  of  their  cliiefs ;  sometimes  many  were  piled 
on  each  other  in  a  surprising  manner ;  tJie  number  of  which, 
probably,  distingiiishcd  liia  rank,  or  greatness  ofliis  .actionsj 

.-.  -      -  -  be 
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be  in  the  s:inie  ruins  tliat  Croniv.ell  lefr  it.  It 
consists  of  four  principal  streets,  crossing 
each  other  at  right  angles,  very  badly  paved: 
yet,  notwithstanding  its  present  ruinous  neg- 
lected appearance,  the  documents  of  its  an- 
cient respectability  remain,  and  sadly  prove  the 
mutability  of  earthly  things.  The  church. 
which  stands  on  the  left  of  the  High  Street. 
was  once  a  stately  building,  but  now  nearly  all 
a  ruin;  for  the  chancel  only  is  roofed,  in 
which  divine  service  is  performed;  the  nave 
and  two  lateral  ailes  are  open  and  ruinous, 
presenting  their  moss-clad  walls,  and  moulder- 
ing arches,  with  prostrate  images  and  venera- 
ble tombs — a  crumbling  mass! — conveying 
the  idea  of  desolation  and  the  absence  of  man  : 
yet  this  parish  is  worth  20001.  pci  annum. 
The  north  aile,  or  chapel,  was  erected  by  a 
lady,  whose  tomb  is  shewn  close  to  the  altar; 
over  which  is  a  light,  beautiful  window,  very 
perfect.  I  observed  a  quaint  style  of  ornament 
through  this  building,  and  a  studied  irregula- 

ritv 
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rity  in  the  decorations.  We  vere,  made  ac- 
quainted with  a  singular  property  of  conveying 
sound,  in  the  great  moulding  round  the  south 
door.  J.  H.  stood  on  one  side,  whilst  I,  on 
the  other,  whispered  a  sentence  hardly  dis- 
tinguishable to  myself,  yet  it  was  conveyed  to 
him  with  grtat  strength  and  precision. 

The  abbey  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town,  among  pleasant  meadows  watered  by  the 
river  which  divides  above  the  towri,  and  unites 
below  it.  This  abbey  was  founded  by  James 
Butler,  where  he  was  interred  in  1487;  though 
some  ascribe  it  to  Hugh  de  Mapilton,  bishop 
of  Ossory,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  The 
chancel  and  steeple  are  standing,  but  very 
little  of  the  nave  remains.  The  surrounding 
grounds  are  strewed  with  mutilated  orna- 
ments, which,  with  some  tombs  in  the  chancel, 
shew  the  style  to  have  been  very  rich.  The 
east  window  is  totally  gone.  Near  the  banks 
of  the  river  are  the  remains  of  a  fountain  or 
well,   built  of  black  marble:  the  water  gushes 

up 
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tip  ^vith  great  force,  and  passes  through  large 
cliannels,  or  troughs  of  marble,  towards  the  ri- 
ver. This  probably  -was  in  the  gardens  of  the 
monks.  During  the  disagreements  between 
the  lords  of  English  blood,  long  established 
in  the  country,  and  those  but  newly  come 
over,  anno  lL;4i,  Desmond  being  the  head 
of  the  first  party,  summoned  a  parliament  to 
meet  at  C'allan,  in  opposition  to  Ralph  Uftbrd, 
lord  deputy,  who  was  sent  over  by  Edward 
III.  and  who  had  convened  a  meeting  at 
Dublin,  at  -which  Desmond  refused  to  attend. 
Cromwell  took  this  town  by  storm,  and  put  to 
death  all  he  found  in  arms,  Col.  Cutler's  regi- 
ment excepted,  who  surrendered  before  a  can- 
non was  fired  against  the  place.  Part  of  the 
walls,  with  some  strong  towers,  remain  an 
evidence  of  its  former  respectability.  Two 
miles  fjom  C'allan,  we  entered  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  and  hearing  that  the  bridge  at  this 
side  of  Tcatherd  had  been  destroyeil  by  the 
recent  Hoods,  we  \\  I're  obliged  to  change  our 

roiitc. 


A    TOUR    IN     IRELAND.  13 

route,  and  take  tlie  road  to  Killenaule,  which 
in  itself  is  a  very  sorry  village,  but  from  the 
charming  face  of  the  country  is  rendered  in- 
teresting. Hard  by,  tliere  is  a  good  colliery 
called  Listen  Rock,  where  there  is  an  excellent 
coal  found,  but  not  worked  Avith  any  degree 
of  spirit.  Tlie  surface  of  the  plains  around  us, 
pleasantly  varied  by  pasture  and  tillage,  rises 
gently  for  some  miles.  Passing  imder  the 
walls  of  Mr.  Pennyfather's  fine  seat,  we  soon 
after  arrived  at  the  brow  of  a  hill,  which  over- 
looks the  surrounding  country.  Here  we  got 
the  first  glimpse  of  Cashcl,  an  object  so  won- 
derfully striking,  that  we  involuntarily  stopped 
to  pay  a  tribute  of  admiration ;  then  slowly 
descending  the  road  which  winds  round  an 
eminence,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town,  the 
picture  unfolded  it-.clf  The  first  object  whicli 
fastens  on  the  attention,  is  the  celebrated 
rock,  cro\nied  with  its  vcneiable  cathedral, 
Avhich,  like  a  proud  Italian  citadel,  lifts  its 
lofty  towers  to  a  n:iajestic   lieight,  and  seems 
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the  great  protector  of  the  city; — hut,  "  alasl 
how  fallen  !—liow  changed!"  From  tlie  hasc 
of  the  rock,  the  toMu  stretches  along  to  the 
left;  its  new  cathedral,  the  archiepiscopal 
house  and  gardens,  with  the  suburbs,  form  an 
excellent  middle  distance,  beyond  Avhich  the 
eye  wanders  over  a  tract  of  country,  fraught 
with  innumerable  beauties:  the  little  village, 
and  lordly  demesne;  the  humble  cottage  and 
ruined  tower;  the  grove,  lawn,  and  rivulet, 
all  in  their  turn  court  the  eye,  till  at  length 
it  reposes  on  the  distant  Gaultec  mountains, 
whose  clear  ethereal  blue  gives  a  delightful 
finish  to  the  picture. 

After  dinner  we  walked  through  the  town, 
which  pleased  us  exceedingly  by  its  general 
neatness  and  cleanliness.  An  apparent  ease 
and  comfort  in  the  circumstances  of  the  in- 
habitants will  strike  the  observer,  notwith- 
standing little  or  no  appearance  of  trade. 
From  the  many  lively  animated  faces  we  have 
met  with  in  the  streets,  I  am  very  willing  to 

think 
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think    Caslic'l    still  dcstrves    its  celebrity  for 
beauty  and  fashion. 

Tliis  city  was  formerly  the  residence  of  the 
kings  of  South  Munster,  Aiho  were  bishops  as 
well  as  kings.     The   celebrated     Comae   M^ 
Culenan  was  king  of  Munster,  -and  bishop  of 
Cashel,  anno  501 ;  a  custom  which  was  in  use 
even    before  Cormac;   for  we   find  that   Olco- 
bar,  who  died  anno  851,  was  king  of  Cashel, 
and  bishop  of  Emiy*;   likewise  Cenfelad,  who 
died   872.     This  custom   was  not  peculiar  to 
the  Irish,  for  among  the   Jews  we  find  Jona- 
than,  Simon,   and  John   Hyrcanus,    M'ho  held 
the  temporal  government  along  with  the  priest- 
hood. 

The  Romans,  likewise,  have  given  in  manv 
instances  similar.  Anciently  the  see  of  Emly 
was  the  archbishoprick  of  Munster;  and  St. 
Albe,  a  man  of  much  piety  and  learning, 
placed   at   its  head  by    St.    Patrick,   or    rather 


*  A  small,  ancient  town,  ofuluL-h  very  little  traces   ara 
now  left. 

c  con  firmed 
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confirmed  in  it;  as  he,  as  -well  as  St.  Declan, 
and  St.  Kicran,  pieaclied  the  gospel  ^0 years 
before  the  arrival  of  St  Patrii;k,  who  found 
St.  Albe  in  Munster.  At  an  early  period  the 
see  was  established  in  Cashel,  and  eontinues  to 
be  the  archbishopriek  of  jMunster.  Some 
vestiges  of  the  walls  of  the  city  remain,  with. 
the  ruins  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Nicholas,  and 
the  abbey  of  Black  !Monk"s,  near  the  rock;  the 
walls,  comprehending  an  extent  much  more 
considerable  than  the  present  bounds  of  the 
city,  w  hich  is  but  the  skeleton  of  •i\hat  it  once 
was.  In  the  seventh  year  of  Edward  II.  "  an 
assize  was  brought  by  the  abbot  of  St.  Hilary's 
of  the  rock  of  Cashel,  against  38  brewers  of 
the  town,  for  disseizing  him  of  two  llaggons  of 
ale,  de  qiialibet  Bructiaud  ccr  visiit  Bructi- 
atie  ad  ixndcndiim  out  of  every  brewing  for 
sale;  and  he  derived  his  title  through  tlie 
seizcn  and  grant  of  IMarian  O'Brien,  arch- 
bishop of  Cashel,  to  the  hospital  of  St  Nicho- 
las of  Cashel,  and  through  the  union  of  that 

hosuital 
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hospital  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alary,  and  the  con- 
firmation of  king  Edward  I.    of  that   union'-:" 

a  proof 

■•  The  Jury  found  that  Donat  O'Lonargan,  ai'chbishop  of 
Cashed  was  tlie  first  who  procured  Cashel  to  be  erected  into 
a  borough ;  and  that  he  gave  burgage  holdings  to  the  bur- 
gesess,  reserving  out  of  eachholding  twelve  pence;  that,  upon 
the  death  of  Donat,  Marian  O'Brien  succeeded,  who  had  a 
seneschal,  named  David  Latimer ;  that  the  said  Latimer 
had  a  fair  daughter  who  hated  a  leper  worse  than  death.  It 
happened  one  day,  that  Latimer's  wife  sent  this  her  daugh- 
ter to  serve  the  poor,  amongst  ^vhom  was  a  leper :  the 
daughter  was  atfrighted  at  the  sight,  and,  throwing  down  the 
bread,  ran  away.  This  conduct  so  incensed  the  leper,  that 
he  prayed  to  God  that  she  might  be  afflicted  with  the  same 
disorder  before  tlie  year  came  about ;  and  it  happpened  ac- 
cording to  his  prayer.  The  fatlier,  touched  by  his  daughter's 
misfortune,  built  alazar  house,  in  which  he  placed  14  beds, 
and  endowed  it  witli  four  plov.'  lands ;  and  the  burgesses, 
for  tlie  better  support  of  tliis  hospital,  (when  David  M'Kel- 
ly  was  archbisiiop)  granted  two  flaggons  of  drink  out  of  every 
brewing  for  sale.  Th.it,  upon  the  death  of  D.wd  M'Kel- 
ly,  David  iM-Carwc'd  succeeded,  who  founded  the  said 
abbey  which  stood  near  the  rock.  That  there  was  then  in 
fhatpl.ice  an  abb.-v  cf  Black  Mor.ks,  and  archbishop  David 
c  2  having 


a  proof  of  the  suiJCiior  population  of  tliat 
period  to  the  present.  The  archiepiscopal 
house  is  a  large  plain  building,  adorned  with 
pleasant  gardens.  Tlic  library  is  esteemed  va- 
luable, containing  many  eurious  manuscripts; 
amongst  which  is  said  to  be  that  curious  piece 
of  antiquity  called  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  writ- 
ten by  Cormac  IM'Culenan,  so  justly  ccle- 
lebrated  for  his  Misdom  as  a  legislator,  and  ir,i- 
litary  fame  as  a  warrior.      The    new   cathedral 

having  told  his  mother  that  he  dreamed  the  Black  Monks 
would  cut  off  his  head,  by  her  advice  he  turned  the  monks 
out,  and  gave  all  their  possessions  to  the  abbey  which  he 
had  newly  founded  j  and  David  being  desirous  of  uniting 
die  hospital  of  St.  Nicholas  to  tlie  abbey  of  his  own  founda- 
tion, he  came  to  the  hospital'  and  forcibly  turned  tlie  inhabi- 
tants out,  broke  open  their  chests,  and  carried  away  their 
charters,  and  by  his  own  deed  united  it  to  the  abbey.  The 
jury  further  found,  tliat  tlic  burgesses  of  Cashel  were  com- 
pelled, by  the  same  David,  to  pay  tlie  same  duties  to  die 
monks  of  the  abbey  of  his  new  foundation,  as  they  had 
done  before  to  the  house  of  lepers. 

ware's  antiquities. 
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is  a  nin^-aificciit  structure  of  Grecian  aichi- 
tecture;  yet,  notwithstanding  its  beauty  and 
freshness,  I  cannot  reflect  on  the  venerable 
rock,  without  commisserating  in  its  forlorn 
and  neglected  situation.  Noble,  amidst  its 
ruins,  it  seems  to  frown  in  its  misfortunes,  and 
from  its  daring  height,  looks  down  contemp- 
tuous upon  eacli  new-born  pile.  To-morrow 
we  shall  visit  it;  after  which,  you  shall  hear 
from  me  soon.  Farewel,  my  dear  Sir,  and 
believe  me, 

Your's. 

'\'ery  trul}', 

G.  H. 


c  3 
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LETTER  II. 


Cashel,  Ang.  12. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  HIS  morniiig,  after  aa  early 
breakfast,  we  ascended  the  rock,  not  without 
several  pauses  to  admire  this  stupendous  ruin, 
■whose  awful  towers  and  projecting  buttresses 
seemed  to  overhang  us  in  our  approach. 

The  surface  of  the  summit  is  very  irregu- 
lar, producing  se\  cral  pretty  swells,  and  co- 
vered with  a  rich  soil.  A  wall  of  some  strength 
encircles  it,  which,  by  following  the  slopes 
and  indentafi:/ns  of  the  rock,  discovers  the 
base  of  the  ruin  in  many  places,  rising  from 
its  green  and  tuficd  beil.  "We  entered  by  a 
lofty  gate  in  th.e  great  Avcstern  tower,  origi- 
nally 


nally  a  part  of  the  regal  palace,  from  which  we 
passed  to  the  north  cross,  containing  the  cha-  -  .|,# 
pel  of  the  apostles,  and  some  private  chapels. 
I  observed  a  few  tombs  richly  sculptured,  but 
no  inscription  legible.  In  the  centre  of 
the  chapel  is  a  deep  excavation  like  a  well, 
which,  we  were  informed,  was  the  commence- 
ment of  a  subterraneous  passage  leading  to 
Here  Abbey,  which  lies  in  the  vale  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  rock.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly deep,  and  appears  well  built:  the 
steeple  rises  from  four  finely  proportioned 
arches:  the  floors  are  all  destroyed;  owing,  it  is 
said,  to  the  great  bell  having  fallen  M-hile  tak- 
ing down  to  be  removed;  it  broke  through  all 
the  floors,  and  sunk  itself  considerably  in  the 
ground  floor.  The  western  tower  is  spacious, 
and  formerly  contained  many  magnificent 
rooms,  befitting  the  splendour  of  their  ancient 
possessors:  the  ornaments  round  t!ie  win- 
dows and  in  the  seats  are  curious,  and  rich  in 
their  style.  From  these  ap:irtments,  the  coun- 
c  4  try 
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try  is  overlooked  for   many  miles  round,  -ra- 
:;  f^     t'O'i'ig  tlic  eye   Mith   a  prospect  of  as  rich  a 

f  tract  as  can  be  met  with,    stretching  through 

^  ^'    the  most  fertile  vales  of  the  county  of  Tippe- 
rary.     The  choir  and    nave  are  strewed    over 
with  tlie  mutilated  remains    of  its   former  de- 
corations; and  tombs,  weeds,  and  rubbish,  so 
choak  up   the  whole,    that   I  with  great  diffi- 
culty   could  pace  it  from  end  to  end.     It  is 
^.  *     ■      about  2 1 0  feet,  as  well  as  I  coiih I J udge  by  my 
t*     .        obstructed  steps.      The  cast  window  lies  pros- 
trate;   but  so  broken,    that  any  traces  of  its 
original  form  or  richness  no  longer  exist. 
^,  Adjoining  the  south  cross  is  Cormacs  cha- 

pel and  hall  of  audience;  a  relick  of  our  ancient 
architecture,  well  worthy  the  anticjuarian-s 
close  observation.  The  first  room  is  about  53 
foct  by  19;  the  sides  decorated  by  rows  ui' 
slender  columns  one  above  the  other,  support- 
ing semicircular  arches  richly  ornamented. 
In  the  east  omi  is  a  large  niche,  which  for- 
merly, they  tell  us,  contained  the  regal  throne, 

but 
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Ijut  I  think  more  probably  an  altar;  the  roof 
is  vaulted;  and,  over  the  niche,  is  enriched 
Avith  skulls  of  various  animals,  whimsically  de- 
lineated, but  boldly  sculptured. 

I  observed  the  remains  of  some  bass  rehefs 
and  painted  pkxstcr,  probably  a  species  of 
fresco;  for,  notwithstanding  there  is  not  any 
mention  made  of  the  art  of  painting  being  in 
use  in  the  earlier  ages,  yet  the  silence  of  his- 
tory is  by  no  means  a  proof  of  its  non-exist- 
ence. Fresco,  of  all  the  branches  of  tiic  art, 
is  most  perishable;  depending  not  only  on 
heat  and  dryness,  but  on  the  firmness  and 
durability  of  the  surface  on  which  it  is  laid: 
and  when  we  consider  the  constant  succession 
of  n.iiscrics  brought  on  this  country  by  cease- 
less v.-arfarc,  iu  which  our  ancient  buikiings 
always  suffered  by  burning  and  plundering, 
c-vc.  we  need  not  wonder  at  fuuliug  tew  or  no 
vestiges  of  the  art  sur\-iving  the  genernl  wreck  : 
and  wh.cre  an  cxcci'ent  skill  in  archit.'cture 
existed,  as  is  tk'n'.onstrable  i;i  the  pre^erlt  in- 
stance. 
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Stance,  M'hy  .should  we  discourage  the  idea  of 
the  sister  art  liavingan  infantine  existence  at 
the  same  period?  From  theliall,  a  small  stair- 
case leads  to  an  apartment  over  it  of  tlie  same 
lengtii  and  breadth,  but  not  so  liigh;  the  roof, 
composed  of  one  semicircular  arch,  admirably 
l)uilt,  and  perfect  as  the  first  day,  having  re- 
sisted the  tooth  of  time  now  nearly  9OO  years, 
l;c;:;g  built  by  Cornuic  Al'Culenan,  anno 
901,  and  is  the  only  original  part  of  the  great 
building;  the  church  being  rebuilt  by  Donald 
O'Ericii,  King  of  Limerick,  about  ti.e  year 
11(37*.  Passing  through  alow  door  into  an 
uncovered  space,  enclosed  !)y  walls  and  towers 
belonging  to  the  more  modern  part  of  the 
building,    we  were    shewn   the  mausoleum   in 

*  The  annals  of  the  prior}'  of  the  island  cf  All  Saints,  say 
it  was  rebuilt  or  repaired  1134;  and  after  being  consecrated, 
there  was  a  synod  held  in  it  :  tliat,  in  1 167,  Donald  O'Brien 
built  a  nrw  church,  and  endowed  it,  converting  tlie  old  one 
into  a  chapel,  on  the  soutli  side  of  the  choir. 

which 
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".vliich  Connac".s*  body  was  deposited;  plain 
and  massy,  and,  as  well  as  the  chapel,  very 
unlike  the  style  of  building;  throuo-hout  the 
other  parts  of  this  great  ruin.  Over  the  door 
through  which  Are  entered,  there  is  a  tablet, 
on  vrhicli,  in  basso  relievo,  is  represented  a 
Avingcd  animal,  resembling  a  bull,  very 
rude  and  uncouth.  No  inscriptions  are  to  be 
seen   on  the  tomb.      On    the    outside  of  the 

*  Cormnc  (as  was  usual  in  these  times)  fell  in  the  field 
of  battle,  in  a  place  called  Moy-albe,  (ihc  white  field)  in  the 
plains  of"  Sliewmargie:  witli  him  fell  Fogartach,  Prince  of 
Keriy,  and  Keilach,  Prince  of  Ossor}'.  He  commanded 
tiie  army  of  Munster,  against  tliat  of  Leinster  and  Conaught. 
During  the  disorder  and  heat  of  the  battle,  his  horse  fell  into 
a  pit ;  but  being  remounted,  and  the  battle  lest,  he  attempted 
to  save  himself  by  flight;  and,  climbii-g  a  steep  ascent, 
which  was  rendered  slippery  from  the  blood  of  the  slain^ 
his  horse  made  a  false  step,  and,  falling  backwards,  tum- 
bled down  the  hill,  by  which  he  was  instantly  killed.  Some 
authors  atfirni,  tl'.at  he  was  the  aggressor,  and  advanced  into 
Leinster  :  be  it  as  it  nK;y,  he  h.u  Icn  behind  him  a  name  re- 
vered to  this  hour,  ,imong  tlic  pccplo  in  tl:ese  pans. 

buililino- 
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building-  the  same  fan fastlcal  Iicaih  are  ii;;r:i- 
duct'd.  On  tlie  cast  angle  of  the  north 
cross  stands  one   of  tliosc  towers  or  steeples*. 


•  The  antiquity  of  these  round  towers  has  given  rise  to 
various  speculations.  Sir  Thomas  WoUyncux's  opinion  has 
hitherto  been  much  followed,  yet  I  do  not  perceive  much 
reason  in  his  arguments,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  favourite 
system  of  his,  to  attribute  most  of  the  antiquities  tliat  we 
meet  with,  to  tlie  Danes;  and  these  among  the  rest.  He 
argues  from  the  name  given  to  these  towers  by  the  Irish, 
viz.  Cloghachd,  which  he  derives  from  tJie  Germanico 
Saxon  word  Clugga,  (i.  e.  a  bell"; and  that  tliey  were  erected 
for  die  purpose  of  belfries  to  c;ill  die  people  to  worship. 
Now  ii"  the  Danes  were  \he  audiors  of  dicsc  buildings,  we 
must  naturally  expect  to  meet  with  them  all  through  Eng- 
land, as  well  ns  in  Denmark,  where,  it  is  well  known,  they 
never  were  found.  I  am  radier  of  Mr.  Smidi's  opinion, 
who  derives  dieir  name  from  Cloch-an-coire  (i.  e.  die  stone 
of  the  anchorite).  In  the  east,  towers  or  pillars  were  built 
for  the  reception  of  monks  who  lived  on  the  top  of  ihem,  as 
is  mentioned  by  Evagrius  in  die  Life  of  St.  Svmeon,  die 
Stylitc,  so  named  from  his  having  Uved  in  a  pillar  t'orty 
years;  and  it  set.iis  verj'  probable  that  our  ancient  religion-; 

took 
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It  seems  of  a  more  ancient  date  tlian  the 
chuicli,  being-  built  of  free-stone;  and  all  the 
other  buildings  of  a  black  marble.  Nothing- 
can  exceed  the  Avorkmanship  of  it.  The  roof 
is  intire;  and  of  jointed  stones  so  admirably 
put  together,  that  it  appears  as  smooth  as  the 
inside  of  a  China  bowl.  The  entrance  is  not 
from  the  ground,  but  through  a  long  passage 

took  the  idea  of  tliesc  towers  from  Asia,  which  they  early 
visited ;  and  in  some  old  manuscripts  they  are  mentioned  as 
the  residences  of  penitents,  and  by  some  called  Inclusoria 
and  Arcti  Inclusorii  Ergastwla,  the  prisons  of  a  narrow  Inclo- 
sure.  The  Irish  name  for  a  penance  is  Turris;  which,  in 
Latin,  is  a  tower.  Tlie  manuscripts  add,  that  penitents 
were  placed  in  the  top,  and  having  made  a  probation  of  a 
stated  time  proportionable  to  their  crimes,  were  allowed  to 
descend  to  the  next  floor,  and  so  on  by  degrees  till  tJiey 
reach  the  ground;  and  at  tiie  door,  (wlilch  always  faced  the 
entrance  into  the  church)  rect- ived  the  benediction  of  the 
clergy,  and  tlie  prayers  of  the  people.  At  Drumlahan  there 
is  a  tradition  prevailing,  that  an  hermit  lived  on  the  top  of 
one  of  these  towers,  which  stands  in  the  church-vard  of  that 

pl^CS.  S.MITHS    HI3T0UT  OF  W.^TESr0RD. 
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in  the  v.-all  of  the  Apostles'  cliapel,  aliout  CO 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  floor.  On  the 
south  angle  of  the  cross,  at  the  distance  of 
about  30  feet,  is  a  curious  piece  of  antique 
sculpture,  consisting  of  a  block  of  granite,  five 
feet  square,  from  Aviiich  rises  another,  in  some 
parts  perforated,  about  ten  feet  high,  facing- 
east  and  west.  To  the  east  is  a  figure  of  a  bi- 
shop in  his  pontificals;  probably  St.  Patrick, 
(to  whom  the  church-  -was  dedicated.)  That 
looking  to  the  west  is  so  defaced,  that  its 
subject  is  doubtful;  I  imagine  it  to  have  been 
a  crucifi.\ion.  At  this  stone  the  kings  of 
iMunster  were  crowned,  war  declared,  and 
tribute  received.  The  celebrated  Lia  Fail  (a 
fatal  stone,)  was  used  by  the  supreme  mo- 
narchs  for  the  same  purposes.  The  history 
of  this  stone  is  something  singular,  being- 
still  in  tlie  use  to  which  it  was  originally  ap- 
plied. 

In   tile  year   513,    Fergus,    a  prince  of  the 
royal   line,     liaving    obtained     tiie    Seotti^Il 

crown, 
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crown,  requested  leave  of  the  monarch  to  re- 
move the  Lia  Fail  into  Scotland  for  his  corona- 
tion ;  a  prophecy  tlien  prevailing,  that  where 
the  stone  was  kept,  the  Milesian  line  of  kini^s 
would  govern  a  powerful  monarchy.  It  re- 
mained at  Scone  until  Edward  I.  of  England, 
ha\ing  conquered  great  part  of  Scotland,  re- 
moved it  thence  into  England,  and  placed  it 
in  AVestminster  Abbey  for  the  use  of  the 
British  monarchs :  where  it  remains  under- 
neath the  antient  coronation  chair  to  this 
hour.  It  is  something  singular  to  observe, 
that  the  present  royal  line  derive  their  title 
from  a  daughter  of  James  I.  of  England,  who 
was  lineally  descended  from  this  Ferg-us*. 

Hore  Abbey,  which  I  have  mentioned  al 
ready,  was  founded  by  David  3>l'Carwell, 
archbishop  of  Cashel,  1272,  to  aggrandize 
which,  he  unjustly  stripped  the  Benedictine  con- 
vent, and  the  hospital  of  St.  Nicholas.  It  was  a 

'  "Warner's  History  of  Ireland. 

considerable 
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considerable  building,  but  is  now  uninterest- 
ing. It  is  in  a  charming  fertile  vale,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  cathedral.  To- 
morrow we  go  forward.     Adieu, 

My  dear  Sir, 

And  believe  me,  as  usual, 

Your  sincere  friend, 

G.  II. 


LIViTER 
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LETTER  III. 


Silvermines,  August  14,  1/97. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday,  after  hearing  di- 
vine service  at  the  Cathedral,  we  prepared  for 
the  road.  We  Avere  highly  delighted  with  the 
music;  the  singers  are  numerous  and  well 
chosen,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
present  archbishop,  the  choir  has  risen  to  a 
pitch  of  excellence  well  befitting  a  metro- 
polis; the  organ  is  a  fine  new  instrument, 
and  admirably  performed  on  by  'Sir.  iMathews. 
IMounting  our  horses  we  rode  off  for  Holy 
€.••083,  a  village  charmingly  seated  upon  the 
river  Suir,  anfl  surrounded  by  a  fine  country,. 

D  W's 
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We  entered  the  village  over  a  bridge  of  nine 
or  ten  arches,  and  enquiring  for  the  inn,  were 
directed  to  a  small  house,  the  comfortless  ap- 
pearance of  which  gave  but  a  bad  earnest  of 
its  accommodations.  Having  conducted  our 
horses  through  the  second  best  room  in  the 
house,  into  the  yard,  we  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  them,  however,  well  lodged,  and 
while  dinner  was  preparing  we  walked  through 
the  little  garden  of  the  inn  to  view  the  abbey  ; 
a  most  venerable  piece  of  antiquity  indeed, 
once  oriving  its  name  to  the  surrounding- 
district:  its  walls  maybe  traced  through  all 
the  neighbouring  gardens,  anil  half  the 
houses  in  the  village  are  composed  of  the 
spoils  of  this  fine  ruin.  We  entered  from 
the  back  of  the  garden,  by  descending  a 
very  steep  and  broad  flight  of  steps,  into  the 
south  cross;  nothing  can  exceed  the  elegant 
lightness  of  the  decorations,  and  the  whole 
being  of  black  marble,  the  hardness  and 
Jjrability  of  Avhicb,  lirmly  resisting  the  cor- 
rosion 
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rosion  of  time,  M'ill  pro})ably  descend  to 
posterity  a  proud  and  tasteful  monument  of 
the  style  of  the  10th  century*. 

The  east  end  is  so  thickly  mantled  over 
with  ivy  that  the  great  window  is  nearly 
choaked  up,  admitting  but  a  few  partial  rajs 
of  the  sun,  but  those  fortunately  rested  upon 
the  tomb  of  Donald,  king  of  Limerick,  the 
founder,  and  produced  a  most  happy  eiFect 
Those  rays,  though  feeble,  were  sufficient  to 
disclose  the  beauties  of  this  monument,  in 
which  simplicity  and  elegance  are  happily 
combined ;  the  workmanship  is  exquisite  and 
fresh  as  on  the  first  day  of  its  ereftion. 

In  the  south  cross  there  are  some  curious 
remains  of  the  shrine,  in  which  was  deposited 
(as  the  monks  pretended)  a  piece  of  the  cross 
on  Mhich  Christ  suffered;  and   to  which  this 

♦  Posterity  must  be  indebted  to  the  care  and  taste  of  Mr. 

Armstrong  (on  whose  estate  it  stand)   for  its  preservation. 

He  has  erected  doors  which  are  kept  locked  j   the  key  lies 

"^'-'ith  the  person  of  the  inn.  akm>tsong. 

E  £  abbev 
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abbey  was  dedicated,  anno  llGO.  On  the 
north  chapel  is  a  monument  of  Italian  mar- 
ble, the  great  slab  is  broken  in  two,  the  in- 
ternal part  full  of  bones.  After  dinner,  lured 
by  the  calmness  of  the  evening,  we  strolled 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  highly  delighted 
with  the  scenery.  Here  we  met  a  truly  rustic 
groupe;  the  yoimg  men  and  women  of  the 
village  were  enjoying  themselves  by  a  dance; 
a  fidlcr  and  piper  emulously  lent  their  strains, 
whicli  were  not  ill  bestowed  upon  their 
hearers,  for  they  shewed,  by  their  rude  jokes 
and  merry  glee,  how  open  the  mind  is  to  the 
eifect  of  music,  even  of  the  coarsest  kind. 
Each  young  man  as  he  took  his  partner  gave 
an  halfpenny  to  the  piper,  and  then  set  too 
with  all  their  heart  and  soul.  Content  and 
harmless  mirth  are,  I  am  sure,  acceptable  oiier- 
ings  to  our  creator,  and  in  a  much  higher 
degree  than  all  the  gloomy  self-denial  of  the 
cloistered  monk — one  voluntary  sigh  of  hum- 
ble thankfulness,    springing  from  a  grateful 

and 
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W  and  cheerful  heart,  finds  easier  access  to  the 
throne  of  mercy  than  all  tlie  raging  sorrows 
and  health-consuming  abstinences  of  monas- 
tic discipline.  Leaving  them  to  their  pastime, 
we  rambled  on  still  farther,  till  warned  by  the 
quick  approach  of  evening  we  returned. 

From  Holy  Cross  we  rode  on  by  Farney 
Bridge,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  through 
a  country  which,  as  well  as  the  time  of  even- 
ing enabled  us  to  judge,  was  finely  improved*. 
Passing  Fishmoyne,  we  arrived  at  Brookly, 
the  residence  of  Mr.  H.  here  we  found  an 
hearty  welcome,   and  v.-ere  obliged  to  submit 

*  On  these  plains  O'Brien  of  Thomond  attacked  and 
cut  to  pieces  an  anny  of  Danes,  who  were  marching  to 
reinforce  Richard  Earl  Strongbow,  then  advancing  into 
jMunster.  On  intelligence  of  this,  discomfiture,  the  Earl 
retreated  with  the  precipitation  of  a  routed  General,  nor 
stopped  till  he  arrived  under  the  walls  of  Waterford, 
wltliin  which  he  found  shelter.  Some  writers  assert  tiiat 
tJie  Earl  himself  received  a  signal  defeat. 

LELANd's  HJST.  IRELAND. 

.  -     •  I.  D  2  ourselves 
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ourselves  to  all  manner  of  f)I(l  customs;  that 
of  hosj)itality  to  visitors  and  strangers  is 
almost  the  last  trait  which  remains  of  the 
original  manners  of  our  ancestors,  and  I 
believe  will  cease  only  with  the  name  of  the 
countr}*.  However,  as  our  pursuits  would 
not  permit  us  to  accord  with  tlie  Avishes  of 
our  kind  host,  we  left  Brookly  this  morning, 
and  rode  on  by  Bunisoleigh  for  Silvermines; 
the  scenery  wild  and  romantic.  On  our  right, 
those  great  mountains  which  form  the  boun- 
dary of  the  county  of  Tippcrary,  lifted  their 
rugged  summits  to  the  clouds  ;  that  immense 
chasm  or  gap,  called  by  the  natives  of  those 
hills,  the  Devil's  Bit,  appearing  very  distinct 
and   grotesque.     We    continued    on,    over   a 

*  Amongst  the  antient  Irish,  hospitality  was  a  principal 
virtue,  and,  enjoined  by  law ;  die  Brehon  institutes  ex- 
pressly commandj  that  no  rath  (i.  e.  residence)  shall 
break  up  suddenly,  lejt  the  traveller  should  le  disap~ 
■pointed  in  his   reception. 

LELANDs  HIST.  OF  IRELAND,  Introduction,  p.  xxxv. 

mountainous 
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mountainous  tract,  in  some  parts  highly  cul- 
tivated even  to  the  tops,  others  naked  rock ; 
the  vallies  beautitully  fertile,  and  thickly  co- 
vered M-ith  herds  and  flocks,  with  here  and 
tliere  a  shepherd's  lonely  cot.  In  our  front, 
those  lofty  hills  about  Silvennines,  with  the 
great  keeper  mountain,  whose  dark  and 
precipitate  sides,  elevated  to  a  fearful  height, 
towered  above  all  supreme,  and  gave  a  truly 
Alpine  effect  to  the  whole.  -The  beautiful 
seat  of  Castle  Otway,  afforded  an  interest- 
ing change;  and  further,  on  the  noble  de- 
mesne of  Kilboy,  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Prettie,  from  its  finely  varied  grounds,  soft- 
ened down  the  roughness  of  the  scene,  and 
relieved  the  eye  by  contrast. 

The  village  of  Silvennines  is  a  ruinous  and 
deserted  looking  spot,  though  bearing  evident 
marks  of  former  population.  Here  we  stopped, 
and  while  our  horses  fed,  I  wandered  among 
the  rocks,  picking  up  fossils  for  my  friend. 
Dr.  B.  ;  my  fellow  traveller,  J.  K.  sought 
n  4  out 
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out  an  acquaintance  residing  near  the  village, 
who  politely  pressed  us  to  remain  with  him 
tliis  night;  offering  his  assistance  in  shewing 
us  such  objects  as  from  their  locality  might 
escape  our  observ^ation.  We  willingly  accepted 
his  kind  offer,  and  before  dinner,  walked 
with  him  up  the  side  of  the  adjoining  moun- 
tain, rising  immediatel}'  behind  his  house. 

About  half  way  up,  we  caught  the  distant 
plain  beneath,  expanding  as  we  rose.  This 
tempted  us  still  higher,  and  \ve  made  no 
pause  till  we  had  gained  the  summit.  Here 
we  rested,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  labour, 
and  dwell  upon  the  beauteous  landscape, 
indulging  in  a  thousand  visionary  pleasures 
that  arose  in  our  minds  in  delightful  succes- 
sion. 

In  the  vale  beneath  us,  M-ere  seated  tlie 
house  and  extensive  parks  of  Kilboy :  on  the 
right,  the  brow  of  a  hill,  rough  and  broken 
with  scattered  rock,  and  bushy  underwood, 
formed  an  admirable  fore-ground:  the  emi- 
nence 
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nencc,  from  our  feet  declining  quickly,  for 
half  a  mile,  gradually  sloped  into  a  delightful 
plain,  finely  variegated  by  woods,  pasture, 
and  tillage:  in  the  distance  appeared  the 
to^vn  of  Nenagh,  rising  from  a  bosom  of 
trees,  partially  illumined  by  the  sun-beams, 
which  sported  along  the  plain  in  scattered 
patches,  now  gilding  one  object,  then  shift- 
ing to  another:  beyond  the  town,  the  Shannon 
appeared  like  liquid  silver,  rolling  his  majestic 
stream  through  a  long  line  of  fertile  country. 
Still  further  from  the  sight,  the  dying  forms 
uncertain,  if  beheld,  receding  behind  each 
other,  mingled  into  one  grand  mass  of  shade, 
which  imperceptibly  blended  into  aether.  This 
was  a  scene  highly  calculatL-d  to  rouse  the  fa- 
culties of  the  mind ;  and  busy  fancy  soon 
began  to  work  upon  it,  painting  the  number- 
less blessings  of  this  noble  river,  tlie  industry 
of  its  towns,  its  commerce  and  manutactures, 
and  all  the  attendant  comforts  of  so-iety. 
Then  casting  my  eyes  back  upon  those  wide 

tracts 
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tracts  of  mountain  which  I  had  but  just  left 
bcliind  ;  whose  simple  inhabitants,  still  in  the 
first  stage  only  of  civilization,  doomed  to  earn 
a  poor  pittance  by  idle  Avanderings  after  herds 
and  flocks,  the  flesh  of  which  they  are  not 
destined  to  eat,  produced  a  train  of  reflections 
and  comparisons,  not  of  the  pleasantest  kind. 
The  propagation  of  live  stock  is  always  destruc- 
tive to  population.  By  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures we  find  it  constantly  promoted.  This 
is  evident  from  the  example  of  China,  Persia, 
and  the  Indies  ;  and  even  many  countries  in 
Europe.  In  the  three  first  great  empires, 
where  the  human  race  multiply  Avith  an  asto- 
nishing rapidity,  they  depend  for  subsistence 
on  the  cultivation  of  their  lands  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  America,  Tartary,  and  other  pasturage 
countries,  the  human  kind  are  comparatively 
few,  as  it  regards  the  extent  of  their  country. 
Farewel,   my  dear  Sir, 

And  believe  me, 

Yours,  &c.  G.  11. 
LETTER 
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LETTER     IV. 


Limerick,  August  l6,  I797. 

Dear  Sir, 

X  DO  not  wonder  at  your  express- 
ing surprise,  agreeable  as  you  arc  good  enough 
to  term  it,  at  the  frequency  of  my  letters  j  but 
the  truth  is,  I  am  now  in  such  habits  of  scratch- 
ing down  my  ideas,  either  with  my  pencil  or 
pen,  that  I  find  my  head  unable  to  retain  the 
vast  variety  which  parses  before  my  eye;  and 
as  each  object  leaves  a  memorandum  on  my 
mind,  they  accumulate  to  such  a  load,  that 
I  find  myself  very  willing  to  shai-e  the  bur- 
then M'ith  my  friends. 

Yesterday  morning  before  breakfast,  we 
walked  over  to  the  mines;  the  hills  bear  all 
the   outward  marks  of  internal  wealth.      I 
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never  saw  finer  studies  for  tlie  painter;  the 
various  stains,  the  effects  of  mineral  water 
dropping  from  them,  and  ouzing  tlirough  their 
jagged  sides,  the  shattered  fiagmentsspht  from 
the  mountain's  side,-  Avhere  the  dark  gashes, 
torn  and  blackened  by  the  explosion  of  the 
powder  in  mining,  a  few  blasted  stumps  and 
burnt  herbage,  give  it  all  the  character  of 
Salvator's  savagely  picturesque  pencil:  it  want- 
ed but  a  few  of  his  Condottori  to  give  the 
finish,  and  these  it  was  easy  for  the  mind  to 
furnisli.  From  the  innumerable  shafts  and 
levels,  with  otlur  works,  overgrowi?  with 
creeping  briers  and  weeds,  it  appears  that  those 
mines  have  been  worked  with  vigour  even 
sonic  centuries  back.  Tlie  present  inhabitants 
do  not  remember  them  ever  to  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  silver;  yet  few  places  obtain  a 
name  that  does  not  originate  from  their  pro- 
perties, appearances,  &:c.  And  as  those  mines 
now  gi\e  their  name  to  a  large  district,  it 
is  more  tlian  probable  that  our  ancestors  work- 
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cd  them  as  silver  mines,  though  no\v  they  are 
dwindled  into  insignificance,  through  want  of 

cnterprize  and  capital*. 

From 

*  In  Uie  county  of  Wicklow '  there  is  a  mine  of  gold, 
which  is  but  lately,  and  imperfectly  known  to  the  pubEc, 
although  it  has  for  many  years  back  been  enriching  a  few 
families  of  farmers  and  peasants.     In  England,  many  doubt 
its  existence,  and  notwithstanding  its  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  the  same  spiritless  exertions-are  visible  with  it, 
as  in  most  other  works  of  the  kind.  It  is  situated  about  ei^ht ' 
miles  from  Rathdrum,  and  four  from  Acklow:  the  hills  are 
very  lofty,  and  do  not  produce  heath,  which  most  moimtains 
of  their  magnitude  do  ;  but  rather  a  good  kind  of  herbage, 
totally  uncultivated,  inhabited  only  by  goats  and  sheep.  The 
highest  of  those  hiUs  is  called  Crosvhan  ;   it  is  bounded  by 
several  lesser  hills  whose  bases  join  and  form  a  small  glen, 
through  which  runs  an  inconsiderable  stream.     Nf.ir  ilic 
top  of  the  Crowhan,  a  great  Cliif  is  obiervable  ;  from  which 
issues  a  spring,  taking  its  course  nearly  in  a  straight  hne 
through  the  mountain  :  in  its  way  it  is  joined  by  two  smallcr 
streams  at  right  angles.     From  this  it  flows  on  through  u 
httle  vaUey  A  or  5  miles  to  the  sea  :  this  is  called  Ranalaigh, 
and  in  this  narrow  valley,  not  more  than  20  yards  In  breadu".. 
the   lirst    quantity   of    gcU    ^-as    found.      T!-.-.-  largest 

piers 
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From  the  mines  we  strayed  half  a  mile 
further,  to  see  the  ruined  castle  of  Dunally, 
■which    stands   on    the   brow  of  an  immense 


piece  was  taken  Up  by  a  party  o(  six  men,  who  went  to 
work  in  a  small  shaking  bog.  It  weighed  twenty-two 
ounces,  and  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Camac  on  the  spot, 
for  sixty-eight  guineas  :  it  exceeds  by  eight  ounces  the 
largest  piece  ever  found  in  South  America,  or  elsewhere. 
The  only  ore  to  be  found,  is  a  smgular  ore  of  iron.  Pyrites, 
among  the  smaller  hills,  but  none  on  the  great  Crowhan. 
The  gold  has  been  found  no  higher  than  where  the  iron 
is  visible ;  it  has  been  got  in  large  quantities  in  a  kind  of 
slaty  rock,  the  crevices  of  which  are  filled  with  a  blackish 
earth,  and  small  fragments  of  quartz.  The  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  stones  which  compose  the  lesser  hills,  is 
3  wavy  argillaceous  shlstous,  differing  very  much  in  colour 
and  texture,  as  red,  brown,  and  blue ;  the  latter  seems  to 
be  most  general.  The  quartz  are  singular  in  their  white- 
ness, and  run  in  veins  through  the  shistous,  m  which 
masses  of  die  gold  were  found.  The  shistous  does  not 
split  into  regular  slates,  but  is  quite  splintery.  Amongst 
this,  about  two  feet  below  the  surface,  were  found  consi- 
derable quantities  of  gold;  but  the  greater  part  amongst 
the  sand  and  gravel  of  the  banks  of  the  stream. 

rock. 
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rock,  overhanging  a  rude  precipice;  round 
two  sides  of  the  castle,  an  impetuous  torrent 
sweeps  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  and 
through  a  chasm  in  the  cliff,  close  to  the 
base  of  the  castle,  tumbles  down  in  broken 
falls,  through  hanging  bushes,  and  furze 
breaks,  into  the  low  grounds,  an  height  of 
sixty  feet,  forming  an  effect  highly  pictu- 
resque. 

After  breakfast,  we  crossed  the  mountam, 
and  walked  to  Coomleagh,  a  small  deep  glen, 
where  Mr.  Prettie  has  built  a  neat  cottao-e, 
and  fitted  it  with  every  necessary  article  for 
rural  parties;  and  here  he  has  fixed  on  a 
spot,  which  for  its  size  I  never  have  seen 
excelled  in  the  picturesque  and  beautiful. 
Great  nature  exhibits  her  grand  primeval 
forms,  unhurt  by  the  officious  hand  of  taste- 
less art,  "  it  seems  the  haunt  of  -wood-gods 
only."  During  our  passage  across  the  moun- 
tain, we  started  innumerable  large  deer,  who 

ramble 
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ramble  over  those  hills,  unrestrained  by  Xvall 
or  fence,  in  all  their  M'ild  original  state. 

We  left  Silvermines  this  morning  early  ;  it 
required  an  exertion  to  part  from  so  de- 
lightful a  spot,  and  from  such  kind  friends, 
to  whose  pohtcness  we  felt  ourselves  very 
much  indebted.  The  road  to  Killaloe  leads 
through  a  north  tract  of  fertile  country  but 
thinly  inhabited.  We  crossed  the  Shannon, 
over  a  bridge  of  nineteen  arches,  which  con- 
nects the  counties  of  Tipperary,  Limerick, 
and  Clare.  Killaloe  stands  upon  the  latter ; 
it  excites  no  prepossessing  ideas  on  approaching 
it,  being  a  very  old  tovm,  and  with  little  or  no 
trade. 

The  Cathedral  stands  high,  and  is  the  first 
object  which  catches  the  attention ,  it  is  a 
venerable  building,  large,  simple,  and  heavy; 
the  great  aisle  very  lofty,  and  producing  an 
uncommon  lengthened  and  solemn  echo  from 
our  footsteps.  There  are  few  or  no  monu- 
ments ;    one   only,    I   recollect,    which    they 

called 
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called  the  tomb  of  Brien  Coroimhc ;  hut  in 
this  they  mistake;  it  is  more  probably  that  of 
Aioriertach  O'Brien*,  king  of  North  Munster, 

who 

■^  In  this  Moriertach's  reign,  the  great  king  of  Norway- 
sent  his  ambassadors  with  a  pair  of  his  shoes,  which  he 
conimanded  Moriertach  to  carry  on  his  shoulders  in  his  pa- 
lace, on  tlie  day  of  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  in  token  of 
submission  to  the  great  king.  The  Irish  were  much  in- 
censed, but  the  prudent  king  answered  the  ambassadors, 
saying,  he  would  not  only  carry  the  shoes  but  eat  them,  ra- 
ther than  the  great  king  should  harass  one  of  his  provinces. 
This  ansv.-er,  I  do  not  tliink,  accords  well  with  the  accounts 
constantly  sent  from  tliis  country  into  England,  by  the  Eng- 
lish settlers,  who  described  them  as  a  blood-stained,  savage 
nation,  not  possessing  a  single  generous  faculty:  indeed, 
even  in  tlie  sixteenth  century,  little  or  nothing  of  this  coun- 
try was  known  to  England,  except  by  individuals  who 
seri'ed  in  the  armies,  or  who  were  sent  over  in  a  civil  capa- 
city. In  a  work  printed  in  foUo,  in  London,  in  l630,  en- 
titled, "  Memorials  of  English  affairs  in  Ireland,"  we  find 
tliese  words: — "  lt;j2,  Jan.  30Lh.  Letters  from  Ireland 
mention,  that  the  barony  of  Barren,  which  tliey  say  has 
neither  wood,  water,  or  earth  sufficient  to  hang,  dro\m,  or 
bury  a  man,  refusing  to  pay  contribution,  was  harassed  by 
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who  wn.-;  a  g^reat  benefactor  to  their  cluirch, 
and  Avas  interred  in  it  Most  writers  agree, 
that  Brien  Boroinihe,  being  l<illed  at  tlie  battle 
ofClontarf,  was  buried  near  Dublin,  eitlier  at 
Swords  or  Kilmainliani.  In  the  church-yard 
we  observed  an  antique  building  which  they 
called  the  prison-house  ot"  Brien,  in  which  he 
immured  his  daughter;  how  true  or  false  I  can- 
not pretend  to  assert;  but  every  relic  of  anti- 
quity must  have  its  little  traditional  historv.  It 
has  every  mark  of  high  antiquity  about  it;  very 
rude  both  in  design  as  well  as  execution  ;    the 

Sir  Charles  Coote's  forces  ;  page  49"."  But  pride  and  sclf- 
intcrcst  concurred  in  misrepresenting  tlie  Irish,  and  regarding 
diem  as  a  race  utterly  irreclaimable.  The  desperate  resist- 
ance of  the  oppressed,  and  tlie  violence  of  natural  vanitv, 
were  readily  mistaken  for  the  outrages  of  a  natural  cnulty 
and  barbarism. 

LELANd's   history  of     IRELAND. 

This  great  king  of  Norway  I  find  was  killed  in  Ulster, 
where  he  landed  with  his  invading  army,  and  buried  near 
St.  Patrick's  Church  of  Down,  anno  I  lOJ. 

Si:i  J.   WARE. 

roof 
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roof  is  of  stone,   and  very  peifcct;   the    parts 
admirably  well  joined  togetlier. 

The  cathedral  derives  its  name  from  St.  Mo- 
lua,  who  lived  here  in  the  sixth  century.  The 
iirst  bishop  was  St.  Fiannan  (son  to  king  The- 
odoric)  who  m'os  a  disciple  of  St.  ^lolna,  and 
consecrated  in  Rome  by  Pope  John  IV. 
While  he  possessed  the  see,  his  father  endowed 
the  church  of  Killaloe  with  ample  revenues, 
ami  was  buried  in  it. 

Close  to  the  town  there  is  a  M-cir  built,  and 
a  fishery  for  salmon  established.  The  town 
owes  nuich  to  the  endeavours  of  Dr.  Knox, 
tlie  present  bishop,  for  founding  a  t\ce  school 
for  fifty  poor  children,  and  a  dispensarv,  wlierc 
a  physician  attends  to  give  advice,  arid  an  apo- 
thecary to  dispense  medicines  gratis  to  the  poor. 
The  passage  of  the  Shannon,  here,  was 
treacherously  given  up  by  Col.  Fenr.el,  to  Ge- 
neral Ircton,  wlio,  by  that  means,  marched  to 
the  county  of  Clai-e,  by  the  side  of  Limerick, 
to  besiege  it,  in  lOil. 

.     £  2  From 
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From  Killaloe  avc  rode  on  liy  O'Brien's 
Bridge*  and  encountered  sucli  a  shower  as- 
obliged  us  to  seek  shelter  in  the  inn.  There  is 
a  chalybeate  spring  here,  but  totally  neglected 
for  that  of  Castle  Connel.  Crossing  the  bridge, 
we  entered  the  county  of  Limerick  by  an  ad- 
mirable road  through  an  extensive  bog.  Cas- 
tle Connel  is  a  pretty  village  on  the  banks  of 
the  Shannon ;  its  neighbourhood  beautifully 
ornamented  by  gentlemens"  seats.  The  houses 
in  general  are  small,  but  very  neat,  conveying 
the  idea  more  of  the  environs  of  a  metropolis 
than  a  village.  Here  ^ve  encountered  equi- 
pages,  and  all  the  gay  parade  of  fashionable 

'  Here  M'jVrtliy  of  Desmond  led  his  army  against  th; 
English,  who  were  re-building  the  castles  from  which  they 
had  been  driven  by  the  victorious  troops  of  Cathal,  Prince 
of  Connaught.  The  English  suffered  a  loss  so  disastrous, 
tliat  they  were  pursued  to  Limerick,  and  driven  from  thence. 
M'Arthy  confirming  his  superiority  by  twice  defeating 
tlicm  in  their  attempts  to  recover  that  important  place. 

LELAND's     history   of  IRELAND. 

dissipation. 
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dissipation.  I  met  but  few  valetudinarians,  if 
I  may  judge  by  their  faces,  particularly 
amongst  tlie  females.  All  seemed  healthful 
and  animated  with  the  same  vivacity,  appa- 
rently depending  more  upon  cheerfulness  and 
society,  than  upon  the  celebrity  of  the  mine- 
ral Avaters*.  The  ruins  of  the  castle  are  seated 
upon  a  rock,  overhanging  the  high  road 
■which  winds  round  its  base,  and  commands 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  It  Aras  built  by 
Conal,  a  celebrated  chieftain  of  this  district, 
and  afterwards  enlarged  by  the  English,  and 
given  to  de  Eurgo,  a  baion  of  the  family  of 
Fitz  Andelm,  on  condition  of  his  holding  it 
for  tlic  king.  Notwitlistanding  its  elevated 
situation,  the  ascent  was  so  easy  by  steps,  that 
a  troop  of  cavah-y  has  been  drawn  up  in  tiie 

*  Dr.  Rutty  plices  tins  spring  'm  the  same  table  \\l±  tiic 
German  spa.  It  is  of  the  same  specific  gravity,  of  a  ferrugi- 
nous and  astringent  taste  ;  a  gallon  producing  from  t\ve:ity 
to  tliirty  grains  of  sediment.  It  loses  all  its  virtues  by  being 
warmed-    The  soil  about  it  is  calcareous.  ■ 

E  3  great 
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great  liall.  iJLiring  the  siege  of  Liiiieriek, 
Ginkle  thought  it  a  dangerous  neiglibour  to 
the  city,  and  after  gaining  possession  of  it, 
he  dismantled  it,  and  ijlew  it  up.  This,  as 
■well  as  most  other  eastles,  lias  been  stained  by 
"  many  a  foul  and  iiiidnigln  murder."' 

The  grandson  of  the  great  Brien  Eoroimhe, 
crossing  the  Shannon  to  liold  a  {-rnterence 
with  the  Prince  of  Thomond,  uns  ii>pit  i.ius  of 
any  foul  design,  left  his  train  of  followers  be- 
hind on  the  M-cstcrn  bank  of  tlie  river;  but 
■when  within  the  castle  walls,  the  ungene- 
rous Thomond,  regardless  of  tlie  sacred  ties 
of  hospitality,  basely  ordered,  the  young  Prince 
to  h'.-  murdered.  A\'e  strayed  dnv.n  the  banks 
of  the  river  to  see  the  falls  of  Diinasse,  (or 
Doonai)  uliich  form  a  picture  the  most  iute- 
rcjtmg  to  be  iir.ugined.  Th.e  banks  on  each 
Side  arc  ornamei-.ted  by  the  tv.o  beautiful 
desmesnes  of  IbTmitage  and  l)unas>e,  \i  liere 
every  sport  of  nature  lias  been  I'.appily  taken 
ad'.autage    of,    to  vary  the   wild  pieturescjue, 

with 
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with  tlic  sort  and  bcautilul.      Above  Danasse, 
thciivcr  quietly  flows  Avith  an   uninterrupted 
course,    till  arriving  at  these  shelving  reeks, 
it  dashes  over  their  rugged  sidc^,  in  reiterated 
falls    of  various    heights,    and  precipitating 
itself  into  the  lower   bed,    throws    its   A\hite 
froth  amidst  the  small  islands  which  are  scat- 
tered close  at  its  base.      The   principal,  Rook 
Island,  seems  to  lay  bedded  in  foam,  lifting  its 
n-i-cen     and    waving     trees    above    the   mist, 
through  Avhich  the  sun-beams,  darting  in  num- 
berless rays,  and  producingvariouseoloui-s,  give 
an  appearance  to  the  whole  singularly  beauti- 
ful.     From  this  delightful    spot,    three  miles 
and  a  half  brougiit  us   to  Limerick,  by  the 
finest  road  1  ever   saxv.      This  city  has  all   the 
bustle  and  appearance  of  business  of  a  metro- 
polis.    I  feel  myself  very  nnich  fatigued,  and 
long  to  get   to   bed :  so  farewel. 
^ly  dear  Sir, 

And  believe  me,  .^c. 

G.  H. 
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LETTER  V. 


Limerick,  i;tli,  Thursdsy-nigut. 

Deak  Sir, 

W  E.  are  half  dead  with  the  va- 
pours; this  morning  has  set  in  very  wet  and 
gloomy,  totally  upsetting  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions which  we  had  arranged  last  night,  and 
which  was  to  have  been  executed  in  the 
field ;  but  since  we  are  baffled  in  this,  tlie 
business  of  the  cabinet  can  go  forward,  so 
will  dedicate  a  few  hours  to  you,  and  say 
something  of  the  city. 

Limerick   is   a   city   and   county   in    itself, 
and  is   the  see  of  a  bishop;   by  nature    it  is 
otrongly  fortified,  both  by  its  insulated  situa- 
tion. 
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tloii,  and  by  its  not  being  commanded  by 
contiguons  hills,  v/hjch  in  time  of  v/aifure 
might  annoy  it. 

About  a  century  and  a  half  back,  it  was 
accounted  the  strongest  fortress  in  Ireland, 
and  of  course  deemed  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  be  possessed  of,  and  is  celebrated 
by  its  numerous  sieges*. 

The 
**  In  l650,  Cromwel  by  on  the  Munster  side,  witli  a 
powerful  and  victorious  army,  and  the  Marquis  of  Or- 
mond  on  the  county  of  Clare  side.  The  latter,  from  his 
knowkdge  of  the  strength  and  importance  of  the  place,  ea- 
gerly Importuned  the  citizens  to  admit  him  and  his  army 
into  the  citadel,  to  defend  it  for  Charles  I.  against  Crom- 
wel.  The  former  could  make  no  impression  on  the  citi- 
zens, tliough  he  held  out  many  lures  to  them ;  and  tlie  latter 
would  not  be  admitted,  as  they  suspected  his  sincerity. 
1651,  Ireton  obtained  possession  of  it  for  the  parliament, 
through  the  treachery  of  Col.  Fennel,  after  a  siege  attended 
with  considerable  loss.  1690,  King  William,  with  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand  men,  after  a  tedious  and  fruitless  at- 
fempt,  was  obliged  to  raise  the  siege.  1(301,  General  Ginkle 
invested  it,   and  after   a  gallant  resistance,  it  surrendered 

upon 
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The  Shannon  licrc  divides  itself,  ami  fonn^. 
an  island  called  the  King's  Island,  on  wliich 
that  part  of  the  city  denominated  the  Eng- 
Jish  town,  is  built,  and  is  connected  hy  Eaal's 
Bridge,  v.itli  the  Irish  town,  which  lies  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  th.e  river.  The  ancient 
name  of  this  city  was  Lunmcach  (i.  c.  a  place 
made  bare  by  the  feeding  of  horses)  deri\-ed 
from  its  i;r.^t  founders,  M'ho,  being  a  wander- 
ing and  barbarous  sect,  useil  to  retire  to  this 
i.^land  with  the  spoils  which  they  h:id  wrested 
Ironi  tlicir  neighbours;  and  this  being  the 
only  part  of  th.e  ri\-er  from  Killaloc  to  the  sea, 
v.!'ie!i  is  f  )rdable,  it  naturally  ofiered  itself  as 
a  safe  reneat,  where  they  coLdd  easilv  defend 
themselves  against  a  very  superior  enemv. 
In  tl-,e  }ear  SJJ,  the  Danes  took  possession  of 

iip-in  tcrrr.i  highly  ho.nour.iblc  and  aJvnn'.ageous  to  tin,- 
g..n-:ii,n,  by  which  they  gained  for  their  Roman  C.idiolic 
brethren,  throughout  Ireland,  those  celebrated  conditiuna-. 
Dcrry  and  Limerick,  will  ever  grace  llie  historic  'in^e,  as  ri- 
vals cit" Irish  bravery  and  integrity. 
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it,  and  enlarged  it.     Under  thc-ir  governnKnt 
It' continued  till  the  reign  of  Brien  Boroimhe, 
the  powerful    and  successful  enemy  of  those 
Northerns;   he  obliged  them  to  acknowledge 
him  as  their  monarch,  and  pay  a  yearly  tribute 
of  365.  tons  of  claret.      Brien  died  anno  1014; 
yet,  notwithstanding  his  power,  ^ve  find  that, 
previous  to  his  death,  the  Danes  had  sufficient 
strength  and  intluencc  to  procure  four  bishops 
of  their  own  nation,    in  succession,  totally  in- 
dependent of  the  archbishops  of  Cashel;  and 
had  them    all  consecrated  by  the  archbishops 
of  Canterbury,    to   whom  only   they    owned 
submission. 

On  the  arrival  of  Henry  II.  in  Ireland, 
0-Brien  of  Thomonil,  met  him  on  the  banks 
of  the  Suir,  surrendered  his  city  of  Limerick, 
and  did  homage  fur  the  rest  of  his  territory, 
.vhieh    uas  confnmed  on  him,  and  created  a 

baron. 

Donald    O -Brien  died    1 194,  and  with  him 

ended   the   kingdom    of  Limerick,   or  North 

Muuiter. 
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IMunster*.  lie  ^\■iis  biacccdcd  by  his  sou 
Caibrac,  whose  power  -was  of  little  conse- 
quence, and  his  title  an  empty  name;  there 
being  an  English  governor  and  garrison  then 
in  Limerick.  It  continued  for  a  long  period 
to  be  the  principal  seat  of  the  dc  Burgo's 
power,  who,  in  course  of  time,  from  being  go- 
vernors under  the  kings  of  England,  assumed 
an  independent  sovereignty,  making  M'ar  and 
peace,  without  consulting  the  pale;  insomuch 
that  the  king's  deputies  have  been  frequently 
obliged  to  march  against  them,  to  curb  their 
ambitious  views. 

*  On  his  death  tlie  English  penetrated  into  the  heart  of 
Thomond,  committing  great  excesses,  particularly  on  the  fa- 
mily of  Donald,  one  of  whose  sons  was  deprived  of  his  eyes, 
and  another  dragged  from  the  sanctuan.',  in  which  he  had 
taken  refuge,  and  murdered. 


EETTER 
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LETTER  VI. 


19th,  Saturday  niglif. 

J.  HE  approach  to  Limerick,  on 
the  western  side,  is  across  the  great  branch  of 
the  Shannon,  by  Thomond  bridge,  which  was 
built  1210,  or  thereabout;  and  is  remarkable 
in  being  flat,  and  not  having  two  arches  alike 
in  their  dimensions.  When  we  reflect  on  the 
time  that  this  bridge  was  built,  and  the  un- 
common appearance  it  presents  to  an  architect, 
by  its  irregularity,  and  the  turbulence  of  the 
floods  which  it  h;is  to  oppose,  we  are  led  to  believe 
that  in  point  of  building,  ouf  ancestors  were 
our  equals,  and  we  can  boast  of  no  superiority. 

This 
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This  l)ri(Ig'e  ]ias  stood  now  near  six  luuulrcil 
years,  -with  all  its  seeming-  "  imperfections  on 
its  head;"'  yet  still  braves  the  most  impetuous 
floods,  and  seems  to  triumph  in  its  deformity. 
The  great  tower  and  draw-bridge,  which  de- 
fended the  west  end,  has  long  since  been  demo- 
lished; a  small  vestige  only  remains.  By 
this  bridge  you  enter  the  citadel,  or.  castle  of 
King  John;  it  is  now  a  gloomy  ruin  totally 
dismantled;  its  dusky  towers  no  longer  lift 
their  ponderous  battlements  in  hostility,  nor 
longer  seem  to  frown  the  citizens  into  subjec- 
tion. 1751,  part  of  it  Mas  converted  into  a 
barrack  for  infantry,  and  some  new  buildings 
erected,  consisting  of  fifty-four  apartments,  ca- 
pable of  containing  four  hundred  men. 

The  streets  in  general,  in  the  old  town,  are 
narrow  and  dark,  a  circumstance  alwavs  oc- 
curring in  okl  fortified  towns  ;  howe\"cr,  evei'v 
exertion  is  now  using  in  order  to  improve  and 
ventilate  the  c;:ty.  Spacious  and  beautiful 
quays  arc  built,  the  hou.ses    on  \Jiich  would 

"■race 


A     TOUR     IN     IRELAXD.  6',> 

graceany  metropolis  in  Europe.  Oftlie  town 
wall,  little  is  to  be  seen;  yet  those  inoulderin"- 
parts  that  do  remain,  indieate  considerable 
strength.  Of  its  seventeen  gates,  the  water- 
gate  of  the  castle  is  the  only  remaining  one. 
There  arc  two  other  bridges,  Baals  and  the 
new  bridge;  the  former  of  great  antiquity.  It 
was  scarcely  passable  till  the  row  of  houses  on 
tlie  eastern  side  were  throAvn  down  by  order  of 
parliament.  The  new  bridge  was  finished 
17^2,  consisting  of  three  arches,  the  centre 
4]  feet  in  the  span,  designed  by  ]Mr.  Uziikl  : 
the  latter  connects  the  old  with  the  new- 
town,  called  New-town  Perry  ;  the  streets  of 
which  are  handsomely  laid  out,  particidarlv 
in  Bank  Place,  broad  and  regular,  Mcll-paved, 
flagged,  and  exceedingly  clean  ;  tlie  shop'^ 
elegant,  and  no  way  inferior  to  those  of 
Dublin  or  London.  The  custom-house  is  a 
neat  building,  in  which  convenience  is  studied 
in  preference  to  beauty.  Tlie  trade  of  Lime- 
rick is  very  extensive  ;    the  groupcs  of  shipping 

which 
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uliicli  cover  its  quays  present  ideas,  even  to 
a  stranger,  highly  gratifying,  arising  from 
the  contemplation  of  -wealth  crowning  the 
efforts  of  industry. 

The  Shannon  is  navigable  from  the  sea  up 
to  Limerick,  for  ships  of  600  tons  burthen ; 
and  to  Poole,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  lower, 
for  vessels  of  900  tons.  Four  miles  above  the 
city,  its  navigation  meets  with  interruption, 
caused  by  the  beautiful  falls  of  Doonass  ;  but 
by  means  of  a  canal,  the  communication  is 
kept  up  with  Killaloe,  by  small  craft,  and 
from  thence  is  navigable  for  150  miles,  pas- 
sing through  ten  counties,  forming  grand 
sheets  of  water,  at  different  intervals,  beautiful 
in  the  highest  degree.  And  vhen  tiie  grand 
canal  (approaching  it  from  Dublin)  forms  a 
junction  at  Purtumna,  there  will  be  a  direct 
connnunication    between    the  great   'Wistern 

Ocean  and  Dublin  *. 

The 
•  The  Shannon  rises  in  the  county  of  Lcitrim,  and  run- 
ning a  few  miles,  diffuses  itself  so  as  to  asjumc  ilie  name 
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The  cxcliang-eisa  plain  substantial  building, 
sujiportcd  by  seven  Tuscan  columns,  and  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  in  1702. 
The  citizens  boast  of  the  honour  of  being 
governed  by  a  mayor,  previous  to  London 
having  one.  Their  first  being  Adam  Sarvant, 
anno  I19S,   and  London,    not   till  ten  years 

of  Lough  AJleyn  ;  issuing  from  thence  widi  a  much  fuller 
stream  than  it  entered  ;  after  a  progress  of  several  miles^  it 
agam  expands  its  waters  so  as  to  form  Lough  Eske ;  which, 
though  of  a  considerable  lengtli,  is  not  very  broad.  Passing 
from  thence,  it  forms  another  sheet  of  water,  called  Lough 
Eee,  fifteen  miles  long,  and  five  broad.  On  its  exit  from 
this  Lough,  it  appears  a  large  and  beautifiJ  river,  till  break- 
ing forth  again  between  the  counties  of  Tipperary  and  Clare, 
it  forms  Lough  Derg,  eighteen  miles  long  and  four  broad. 
Leaving  this,  it  rolls  with  a  full  majestic  stream  for  many 
miles,  and  falls  at  length  into  the  sea,  about  fifty  miles 
below  Limerick,  with  so  vast  a  body  of  v/ater,  that  this 
also,  has  been  stiled  a  Lough,  though  now  but  simply 
called  tlie  Shannon. — In  the  moutli,  or  entrance,  it  is  from 
seven  to  eight  miles  broad. 

y  at'ter 
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after.  The  county  court  house  stands  within 
the  old  Abbey  of  St.  Francis,  outside  the  eastern 
walls  of  the  English  town  ;  the  church  is  now 
the  county  hospital,  and  the  fine  east  window 
conveyed  to  the  church  lately  built  at  New- 
town Perry. 

The  cathedral  is  a  venerable  old  pile  :    its 
parts  ample,   but  plain   (even  to    heaviness.) 
It  was  founded  by  that  famous  builder  of  abbies 
and  churches,  Donald  O'Brien,  Kingof  Lime- 
'  rick,    and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,    anno  11  SO, 

I  upon  the  site  of  his  old  palace.  ITiere  is  a  degree 

■i  of  solemnity,  bordering  upon  sadness,   about 

.;  this  church,  vliich  must  be  attributed  to  a  kind 

j  of  stupendous  simplicity  which  pervades  the 

1  whole.     The   chapter  and   vestry-room,  with 

j  the  consistorial  court,  were  originally  chapels 

]  belonging  to  private  families ;    and  from  some 

j  remaining   parts,    seem    to    have   been    once 

j  handsomely    ornamented.      Two   monuments 

!  close    to    the  chapter-room,    are   highly  en-       i 

riched,       I 
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rjched,  and  I  believe  of  an  antient  date. 
The  east  window  is  large,  and  of  a  piece  with 
the  general  simplicity  of  tlie  whole.  On  the 
north  side  of  the  altar,  Ave  observed  a  costly 
monument  of  the  Earls  of  Thornond,  con- 
sisting of  three  compartments,  one  above  the 
other,  of  different  kinds  of  marble  ;  some 
parts  painted,  others  gilt,  forming  a  motley 
mass  of  cumbrous  ornaments,  prettj'  nmch  in 
the  barbarous  stile  of  James  I.  and  Eliza- 
beth ;  yet  notwithstanding  its  tasteless  de- 
sign, it  possesses  a  degree  of  rude  magnifi- 
cence, congenial  Avith  the  family  to  Avhich  it 
was  erected. 

The  intermixture  of  Grecian  ornaments 
round  the  altar  and  communion  table,  has  a 
Avretched  effect,  and  argues  both  a  Avant  of 
knowledge  and  taste  in  the  architect ;  and  I  am 
^orry  to  find  it  a  taste  too  prcA-alent  even  in 
r.ngkuul.  Westminster  Abbe\-.  is  allowed  to 
.il'ound  with  -specimens  of  the  most  exqui- 
~ire  gotliic  richness,  yet  there,  the  high 
F  2  altar 
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altar  is  of  Grecian  design  * ;   a  shameful  dere- 
liction from  the  great  original. 

The  length  of  the  choir  is  91  feet,  from  the 
altar  to  the  western  door,  156  ;  breadth  from 
the  north  to  the  south  door,  114;  circumfe- 
rence of  the  whole  700  feet.  St.  Munchin's  is 
situated  in  the  north  end  of  English  town, 
and  was  founded  by  St.  jMunchin  (son  of 
Seda)  first  Bishop  of  Limerick,  anno  651, 
was  rebuilt  by  the  Danes,  and  continued  to  be 
the  cathedral  church,  until  the  erection  of 
St.  Mary's.  St.  John's  is  a  plain  building, 
its  date  is  not  known  f. 

Friday 

*  If  in  a  grand  edilice  of  Grecian  architecture,  ue  were 
to  see  Gothic  cmbellishmenta  introduced,  would  ue  not 
laugh  at  the  absurdit)'? — then  vice  versa. 

f  There  were  two  other  churches,  one  for  tlie  Mardyke, 
called  St.  Michael's,  the  other,  where  the  Post  Office  now 
stands,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas  ;  botli  of  which  have 
been  thrown  doivn  some  years  since. 

There  were  six  religious  houses ;  viz.  tlic  convent  of  St. 

Peter, 
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Friday  aiul  to-ilay  have  been  tolerably  fine, 
aiid  we  took  advantage  of  every  hour.  To- 
morrow morning  we  shall  make  an  excursion 
into  the  country,  to  see  Carrigoguinel.  You 
shall  hear  from  me  shortly  again.  Farewel, 
and  believe  me, 

Your's,   &c. 

G.  H. 

Peter,  for  Canonesses  of  St.  Augustin,  founded  by  Donald 
O'Brien,  ll/l,  since  kno\vn  by  the  name  of  Peter's  cell. 
A  convent  of  Dominican  Friars,  dedicated  to  St.  Saviour, 
founded,  1327,  by  Donagh  Carbrac  O'Brien,  who  was 
buried  in  it  1241  ;  this  house  was  erected  into  an  univer- 
sity by  Pope  Innocent  X.  Knights  Templars,  had  an 
house  in  Quay-lane,  dedicated  to  St.  Jolin  the  Baptist,  now 
used  as  a  methodlst  meeting  house.  Priory  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, for  canons  regular,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  St: 
Edmund,  and  the  holy  cross,  anno  I227i  by  Simon  Mimor . 
The  Conventual  Franciscans  had  an  house  (which  I  believe 
is  tlie  present  county  hospital  and  court-house.)  The  Nuns, 
tlie  order  of  St.  Tlicresa,  have  a  convent  at  present  on  Sir 
Harry's  Mall,  of  which  Mrs.  Catharine  O'Brien  is  Abbess. 


T.F.'ITF.R 
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LETTER  VII. 


Sunday  night,  Aug.  20. 

Dear  Sir, 

VV  E  set  off  early  this  morning, 
and  stopped  at  Mungrest  (or  ^luingliarid)  a 
small  ruin  close  to  the  road  side,  once  a  great 
seminary  of  learning.  The  Psalter  of  Cashel 
says  it  Mas  founded  by  St.  Patrick,  anno 
43!2,  and  St.  Nessan  placed  at  the  head  of 
it.  It  contained  six  churches,  and  the  num- 
ber of  its  religious  increased  to  fifteen  hundred 
(exclusive  of  scholars)  of  whom  five  hundred 
Avcrc  learned  preachers,  five  hundred  so  classed 
and  (li\i(led,  as  to  keep  up  aperpetual  choir  day 
and  night,   and  tlie  remainder  being  old  and 

■  feeble. 
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fcel)le,  applied  tlicmselves  to  clKuitable 
offices  *. 

Cormac  M'Culenan,  by  his  Avill,  bequeathed 
to  this  college  three  ounces  of  gold,  au  em- 
broidered vest,  and  his  blessing. 

About  three  miles  further  we  were  struck 
with  the  stately  ruins  of  Carrigoguinel  castle, 
proudly  elevated  upon  a  rock ;  its  shattered 
battlements  lifted  two  hundred  feet  above  the 
level  country.  Leaving  our  horses  at  a  cot- 
tage  hard  by,    we  ascended    the    rock,    not 


*  Bede  tells  us,  that  in  the  middle  of  the  seventh  centurj-, 
in  the  days  of  tlie  venerable  prelates,  Finian  and  Colnian, 
many  nobles,  and  otlier  orders  of  the  Anglo  Saxons,  retired 
from  tlieir  own  country  into  Ireland,  eitlier  for  instruction, 
or  an  opportunity  of  living  in  monasteries  of  stricter  dis- 
cipline, and  that  the  Scots  (as  he  stiles  the  Irish)  maintained 
them,  t.aught  diem,  and  fiimished  them  widi  books  with- 
out fee  or  reward.  "  A  most  honourable  testimony,"  savs 
the  elegant  Lord  Lytdeton,  "  not  only  to  die  learning,  but 
iikcwise  to  die  hospitality  and  bounty  of  tluu  nauon.'' 

O'CO.N.N'ORS    DliS£RT.\TION-. 

F  4  ^^i:hout 
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without  some  difficulty,  from  its  natural 
steepness,  and  from  the  number  of  fragments 
of  the  ruin,  which  had  rolled  down,  with 
large  stones  scattered  about.  Tlie  summit  of 
the  rock  was  encompassed  by  a  wall  of  great 
strength  ;  within  which,  on  a  declivity,  the 
ruin  stands,  a  melancholy  wreck  ;  yet  still 
it  retains  a  kind  of  sullen  dignity,  and  infuses 
in  the  beholder,  a  degree  of  compassion  for 
its  fate. 

Tliis  was  one  of  the  strong  holds  of  the 
O'Briens  of  Thomond  *,  a  powerful   family, 

who 

*  Whilst  Richard  the  Second  was  revelling  in  Dublin, 
ikiring  his  first  visit  to  Ireland  ;  there  were  invited  O'Briea 
of  Thomond,  O'Neal  of  Ulster,  O'Connor  of  Connaught, 
and  Mac  Murchad  of  Leinster,  who  were  made  special 
objects  of  favour.  Being  told  the  King  was  willing  to  con- 
fer the  honour  of  knightliood  upon  them,  they  declared 
themselves  astonished,  that  he  should  regard  this  as  any 
accession  to  their  dignity  ;  it  was  an  honour  tliey  had  re- 
ceived in  their  earliest  years,  and  now  stood  in  need  of  no 

new 
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who  fonnerly  lieltl  tlic  kingdom  of  Limerick, 
or  North  Munster. 

From  this  airy  habitation,  we  descended, 
and  going  to  the  cottage  for  our  horses,  were 
surprized  at  finding  a  small  table  laid,  on 
Avhich  were  eggs,  milk  and  potatoes.  This 
humble  fare  was  offered  to  us,  with  all  the 
kindness  of  genuine  simplicity  and  good- 
nature ;  for  although  we  could  not  speak 
their  language  (native  Irish),  still  we  could  not 
mistake  the  meaning  of  their  eyes,  which 
spoke  as  much  as  the  most  energetic  tongue 
could  convey.  We  partook  of  their  frug-al 
fare,    and  after  expressing  our  gratitude  for 

new  creation.  Every  Irish  King,  said  they,  makes  his 
son  a  Knight  at  seven  years  old,  or  in  case  of  de.uh,  the 
next  near  kinsman.  We  assemble  in  a  plain.  The  candi- 
dates run  with  slender  lances  against  a  shield  erected  on  a 
stake.  He  who  breaks  the  greatest  number  is  distinguished 
by  particular  honours  annexed  to  his  new  dignity.  After 
some  entreaties,  they  were  prevailed  on  to  submit  to  tlio 
formalities,  and  were  knighted  in  the  Cathedral  of  Dublin. 

TKOUSART. 

their 
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their  liospitality,  mounted  our  horses  and 
returned  to  town,  niueh  delighted  with  our 
excursion.  My  dear  Sir,  we  sliail  leave  this 
to-morrow  morning. 

Your's,  &c. 

G.  H. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    VIII. 


Terbert. 

Dear  Sir, 

J_jAST  Monday  morning,  we  left 
Limerick,  and  rode  on  for  Adare.  I  could 
not  help  remarking,  with  some  concern, 
the  far  extended  pastures  occupied  with  cattle 
only,  which  might  be  so  much  more  advan- 
tageously turned  to  tillage.  The  soil  of  this 
county  is  of  the  highest  luxuriance,  and  con- 
veys an  appearance  of  fertility  deliglitful  to 
the  eye  of  the  traveller.  The  corn  fields  and 
pasture  are  agreeably  varied  by  extensive  cyder 
orchards,  giving,    at  a  distance,   all  the  effect 

of 
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of  woodland  scciicr}-  ;  and  frequently,  along 
the  road  side,  tows  of  applc-tiees  cast  a  cool 
refreshing  shade. 

Passing  by  Patrickswell,  we  arrived  at  the. 
romantic  little  village  of  Adare,  M-hich  so 
fixed  our  admiration  and  curiosity,  that  we 
resolved  to  stop  the  day  there. 

Nothing  can  be  more  serenely  beautiful 
than  this  little  spot.  Silent  and  rctireil,  its 
inhabitants  few,  and  apparently  mixing  little 
with  the  world  ;  its  venerable  abbeys  and  cas- 
tle, with  its  surrounding  groves,  iutu.-^e  in 
the  beholder  a  calm  sensation  of  pleasure, 
truly  delightful. 

The  first  view,  as  we  entered,  was  most 
striking  :  on  the  left,  a  large  ruined  castle  of 
the  Desmonds'  rose  from  the  brink  of  the  ri- 
ver, which  flowed  into  the  old  fosse.  In  front, 
the  river  Maig  glided  smoothly  under  an  an- 
ticjue  bridge  of  nine  arches;  its  battlements 
overhung  with  ivy  nearly  to  the  water  cd<;e, 
tilt  opposite  banks  swelling  into  beautil'ul  un- 

dulatino- 


I 
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dulating  lawns,  backed  by  tlie  shady  groves  and 
delightful  grounds  of  Sir  Richard  Quin,  through 
which  the  turrets  and  ivied  window  of  a  ruined 
abbey  half  disclosed  themselves.  On  the  right 
of  the  village,  another  monastic  ruin  lifted  its 
venerable  head  amidst  clustering  ivy  and  elder. 
Crossing  the  bridge,  Ave  turned  to  the  right,  and 
entered  by  a  low  gothic  door,  into  a  well  inclos- 
ed field  or  park,  bounded  on  the  village  side  by 
walls,  and  on  the  others  by  deep  gi-oves.  Here 
stands  the  white  abbey,  founded  anno  1315, 
by  John,  Earl  of  Kildare,    Son  of  Thomas*, 

for 

*  This  Thomas  was  surnamfJ  Nuppagh,  (i.  e.  the  Ape) 
on  the  followhig  account :  being  only  nine  years  old  when 
his  father  and  grandfather  were  slain  by  tlie  M'Carties,  and 
nursed  at  Tralee,  whither  the  news  of  tlielr  deaths  suddenly 
arriving,  the  nurses  who  attended,  in  ^tlieir  hrst  astonish- 
ment, ran  out  of  the  house,  and  left  the  child  alone  in  tlie 
cradle,  when  a  baboon  or  ape,  that  was  kept  in  tlie  family, 
took  up  the  infant  and  carried  it  to  the  top  of  the  castle,  from 
whence,  after  bearing  it  round  the  battlements,  and  shewing 
It  for  some  time  to  the  astonished  spectators,  he  brought  it 

down 
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for  Aiig-ustine  Friars.  The  ivy  has  over-run 
this  building-,  and  so  compleatly  mantled 
it,  that  the  east  and  southside  are  totally 
covered.  The  cloisters  are  very  perfect, 
supported  by  low,  slender  columns,  hand- 
somely ornamented;  the  whole  of  marble. 
The  steeple  rises  to  a  lofty  height,  very  slen- 
der, and  tapering  to  the  battlements.  The 
old  apartments,  courts,  &c.  streAved  Avith 
broken  ornaments  and  bones;  among  which 
weeds,  briers,  and  thorns,  spread  themselves, 
giving  a  melancholy  wildness  to  the  whole. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  village,  are  the  ruins 
of  the  abbey  of  Trinitarians,  founded  for  the 
redemption  of  Christian  captives,  by  Thomas 
Fitzgerald,  seventh  Baron  of  OfFaly,  and  fa- 
ther to  the  iirst  earls  of  Desmond,  and  Kildarc, 

down  safe  and  laid  it  in  the  cradle.  By  tliis  accident  he  was 
called  the  Nuppagh ;  and  the  Dukes  of  Leinster  being  his  im- 
mediate descendants,  continue  to  bear  monkies  for  their 
supporters  and  crest,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  said 
Thomas's  prcsen-ation. 

of 
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of  whom  I  liavc  before  spoken,  in  the  tliir- 
teenth  century.  Of  this  abbey  very  little  re- 
mains except  the  steeple.  After  dinner,  we 
left  tlie  village  to  see  the  third  and  largest 
building ;  it  was  about  five  o'clock ;  the  sun 
was  hastening  behind  the  hills,  and  faintly 
glowed  upon  the  landscape.  We  entered  the 
demesne  through  a  low  gate  on  the  left  of  the 
village:  on  our  approach,  we  stopped  invo- 
luntarily to  mark  the  distant  appearance  of 
this  fine  ruin;  its  iviod  steeple  and  lofty  pin- 
nacles, its  simple  windows  and  projecting  but- 
tresses, shaddowed  by  a  "  scattered  host  of 
antique  trees,"  and  here  and  there  a  gilded 
touch  of  the  departing  sun.  We  entered  the 
north  aisle  almost  with  bended  knees,  deeply 
impressed  with  awe  and  reverence  by  the  me- 
lancholy objects  around  us;  the  unroofed 
choir,  strewed  with  the  fragments  of  sculp- 
tured warriors  and  mitred  abbots,  over  which 
the  hemloc  and  gloomy  elder  joined.  The 
withered  arms  of  a   }cw  tree,  fallen  from    its 

asicd 
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ag-0(l  trunk,  lay  scattered  with  the  sapless  . 
bones  of  the  ancient  inliabitants  of  the  place; 
but  above  all,  the  death-like  silence  which  per- 
vaded the  whole,  aided  by  the  dun  hour  of 
evening-,  rendered  it  a  scene  solemn  and  aw- 
ful in  the  highest  degree.  Observing  a  deep 
vaulted  apartment,  curiosity  led  us  into  it;  we 
were  imperfectly  guided  by  a  faint,  greenish 
light  reflected  from  the  walls,  yet  sufficient  for 
us  to  distinguish  on  each  side  a  number  of 
n itches,  in  whrch  heaps  of  skulls  M-ere  regu- 
larly piled  up. 

On  some,  concretions  v.  ere  beginning  to 
form,  from  the  stalactical  exudations  above 
them.  The  chilling  damps  were  so  offensive, 
that  wc  found  it  necessary  to  hurry  from  this 
cliamel  house  as  quick  as  possible,  into  the 
open  air.  The  small  chapels  of  the  choir, 
contain  several  mutilated  monuments,  origi- 
nally very  rich,  and  exactk/  resembling  some 
in  the  white  abbey.  The  cloisters  are  ruinous, 
and  shaded  by  wavmg  boughs    of   wild  ash, 

which 
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M-hich  here  take  root  in  the  very  tops  of  the 
Avails,  and  rise  in  large  stems,  throwing  their 
branches  downwards,  mixed  with  the  fantastic 
arms  of  an  old  yew  tree.  The  steeple  was 
struck  with  lightning,  by  which  it  was  much 
shattered.  Through  the  chasm  can  be  seen 
the  old  apartments,  half  choaked  with  shrubs, 
ivy,  and  weeds :  the  undisturbed  habitation 
of  innumerable  rooks  and  daws.     The  linger- 

;  nearly  gone  : 

A  faint  erroneous  ray 


Glanc'd  from  tli'  imperfect  surface  of  things, 
Flings  half  an  image  on  th'  straining  eye  ; 
Wliile  wavering  woods,  and  villages,  and  streams. 
And  rocks,  and  mountain-tops,  that  long  retain'd 
Th"  ascending  gleam,  are  all  one  swimming  scene. 
Uncertain  if  beheld.     Sudden  to  Heaven 
Thence  weary  vision  turns." 

This  abbey  was  founded  by  Thomas  Earl 
of  Kildare,  and  Joan  his  M'ife,  anno  14C4. 
for  minorets  of  the  obicrvance,  and  dedicated 
to  St.  Francis. 

o  Ytsterdav 
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Ye.stcrfla}-  moining-,  having  passed  tlirough 
the  charming-  grounds  of  Sir  Richard  Qiiin, 
Bart,  whose  refined  taste  and  HberaHty  has 
considerably  assisted  to  make  this  Httle  village 
one  of  the  most  interesting  objects  that  the 
tourist  will  meet  with.  He  has,  at  a  great 
cxpence,  enclosed  those  parts  which  contain 
the  white  abbey,  and  the  abbey  of  St.  Francis, 
by  which  they  are  rescued  from  the  dilapida- 
tions of  the  ignorant  multitude ;  his  care  is 
likewise  extended  to  the  castle,  which  is  a  fine 
ruin  of  great  extent  and  strength.  From  this 
we  entered  upon  a  wild  and  desolate  tract, 
which  for  several  miles  gave  no  mark  of  cul- 
tivation, or  appearance  of  being  inhabited 
except  bv  wild  goats  and  deer.  At  length  we 
arrived  at  Holly  Park,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mhcre  we  observed  an  extensive  plantation  of 
holly,  which  seems  to  thrive  with  uncommon 
vigour  in  this  wild  rocky  soil,  and  forms 
a  forcible  contrast  with  the  objects  around  ; 
immense  rocks  hem   it    in  on    all  sides,    and 

seems 
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seem  intended  by  Nature  as  its  boundary. 
It  is  a  melancholy  circumstance  to  view  such 
a  space  of  country  totally  wild*;  for  the 
patches  of  tillage  are  so  inconsiderable,  when 
compared  with  the  boundless  wastes  that 
meet  the  eye,  that  they  are  lost  in  the  com- 
parison. The  traveller  liere  may  strain  his 
eye  over  many  a  hill,  yet  meet  no  human 
residence.  Askeaton  seems  to  have  suffered 
the  same  fate  with  its  lords  the  Desmonds ; 
for,  notwithstanding  its  original  importance, 
it  is  now  ruinous  and  neglected.  The  houses 
are  mostly  of  stone,  and  many  that  are  roof- 
less, still  retain  the  appearance  of  being  once 
*  When  Oliver  Cromwell  obtained  possession  of  Munster, 
he  forced  the  greatest  part  of  the  original  inhabitants  from 
their  estates  (even  those  who  did  not  bear  arms  against  him) 
and  drove  them  unprovided  into  the  desolate  wastes  of 
Connaught,  which  had  been  depopulated  by  a  dreadful 
pestilence  and  famine,  to  such  a  degree,  that  his  otficers 
declared,  during  a  march  of  thirty  miles,  no  living  creature 
was  seen,  not  even  a  burd.  This  accounts  for  the  want  of 
population  in  many  parts  of  Munstcr. 

G  •  respectable. 
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respectable.  The  castle  is  a  ponderous  ruin, 
built  on  a  rock,  and  insulated  by  the  Deal, 
which  divides,  and  passes  round  it,  in  its  way 
to  the  Shannon ;  above  the  town  it  forms 
some  bold  and  picturesque  falls  among  the 
rocks,  and  encreases  below  the  castle  consider-, 
ably ;  its  banks  swell  into  lofty  hills,  and 
precipitate  cliffs,  hanging  perpendicularly 
over  the  water,  which,  in  its  various  wind- 
ings produces  a  succession  of  objects  singu- 
larly wild  and  romantic.  About  thirty-  yards 
from  the  castle  there  is  an  old  bridge  of  nine 
arches  over  the  river. 

The  remains  of  this  fortress  evince  a  pro- 
digious strength,  combined  with  more  than 
ordinary  taste  in  the  designer,  it  is  all  of  an 
hard  gTcy  marble,  quarried  in  the  neighbour- 
ing hills.  During  the  rebellion  of  tlie  last 
Earl  of  Desmond  *  in  1580,  on  the  approach 

of 

•  Afisr  three  years  of  ceaseless  warhire,  and  of  variable 
success,  Dcsmor.J  retired  to   the    wood*    and    fast.^esscs, 

(hit 
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of  Sir    Geor2fe  Care^v  with  the  Kina,-'s  foiccs, 
it  was  deserted  by  the  garrison,    being  M-eaklj' 

provided 

(Tiis  castles  taken  or  destroyed,  his  troops  scattered  and  dis- 
heartened) attended  by  a  few  followers :  himself  disguised 
In  mean  apparel,  and  in  the  utmost  extremity  of  distress; 
two  horsemen,  and  a  few  kerns,  ventured  to  seize  some 
cattle  for  tlieir  subsistence  ;  but  the  owner,  giving  die  abrm 
to  a  neighbouring  military  post,  tliey  were  pursued,  and  the 
cattle  tracked  to  a  wood,  about  four  miles  from  Tralee,  in 
which  they  resolved  to  lodge.  About  midnight,  they  dis- 
covered a  light  not  far  olF,  and  gathering  tlieir  party  close 
together,  sent  one  man  on  to  see  who  were  tlierc  ;  he  re- 
turned, and  informed  them  tliat  there  were  five  or  six  per- 
sons in  a  ruined  house,  whereupon  they  determined  to 
attack  them.  On  entering,  they  found  but  one  man,  of 
venerable  aspect,  stretched  languidly  before  a  tire.  Kelly. 
of  Morierta,  availed  and  wounded  the  old  man,  who 
faintly  exclaimed,  "  Spare  me,  lam  the  Earl  of  Desmond;  ' 
but  the  savage  struck  off  his  head,  and  carrj'ing  it  to  the 
Earl  of  Ormond,  it  was  sent  over  to  the  Queen,  and  im- 
paled upon  London  Bridge:  the  body,  after  eight  weeki 
hiding,  was  interred  in  a  small  chapel  near  castle  island. 
The  family  of  Morierty  are  stlii  la  Jisgn-.ce  among  the 
c  3  people 
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provided  to  sustain  a  siege;  however,  previous 
to  their  rcti  eat,  they  placed  a  train  of  gun- 
powder M-ithin  the  walls,  and,  setting  fire  to 
it,  blew  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  build- 
ing. 

people  for  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  Earl.  Thus  was  a 
f^iniily  extinguished,  which  had  flourished  for  four  centuries, 
in  rude  splendour  and  magnificence,  and  had  frequently 
proved  too  powerful  to  be  governed.  With  the  possessions 
of  independent  princes,  and  a  large  army  of  followers, 
they  were  naturally  tempted  to  assume  the  port  of  sove- 
reignty unrestrained  by  a  government,  which  frequently 
depended  on  them  for  support.  The  lands  ferfeited  by 
lliis  Earl,  amounted  to  574,628  acres,  Irish.  The  Des- 
monds were  always  in  opposition  to  the  House  of  Ormond, 
whose  quarrels  often  deluged  the  country  with  blood.  In 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Gerald  of  Desmond,  led  his  army 
into  the  territory  of  Ormond  j  where,  after  a  desperate 
conflict,  he  was  defeated,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner. 
Asthe  Ormondians  conveyed  him  from  the  field,  stretched 
on  a  bier,  his  supporters  e.\claimed,  with  a  natural  triumph, 
"  Where  is  now  tlie  great  Lord  of  Desmond?"  The 
wounded  chief,  with  energy  returned,  "  Where,  but  in  his 
proper  pl.ite  :  on  the  necks  of  the  Butlers  .'" 

About 
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About   lialf  a    mile  from  the  village,    ou 
the   banks  of  tlie  river,    are  the   remains  of 
tlie  Abbey  of  Askeaton,   founded  by  James 
VII.  Earl  of  Desmond,  anno  1420,    for  friars 
minorets  ;  the  west  is  washed    by  the  Deal, 
which  rises  with  the  tide  seven  feet  up  the 
walls.     This  noble  ruin  is  composed  entirely 
of  black  marble,  many  parts  richly  ornamented, 
particularly  the  cloisters,  the  square  arcade  of 
which   comprehends  about  iGOfeet;  in   the 
centre  is   an  aged   yew  tree,   surrounded  by 
tombs  and  broken    flags,    but  no  legible  in- 
scriptions.    In  this  place  the  priest  celebrates 
mass  to  a  numerous   congregation,    unpro- 
tected from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather;  a 
circumstance  Avhich    denotes    either  extreme 
poverty,    or  v.'hat  is  stronger,  ancient  preju- 
dice in  favour  of  this  venerated  spot ;  for  they 
frequently  walk  six  or  seven  miles  to  this  ab- 
bey, to  hear  mass  and  go  home  again.   ]\Iany 
parts  of  the  cloisters  are  exquisit-ely  polished 
by  the  accidental  friction  of  the  cloathcs  of 
ruch  as  pa^s  to  and  fro. 

i^  4  On 
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On  leaving  i\skeaton,  the  appearance  of 
cultrvation  increased;  the  hills  still  continued 
lofty,  but  streaked  with  tillage,  and  enlivened 
by  population.  As  we  descended  from  the  re- 
gion of  mountains,  the  Shannon  once  more 
spread  its  ample  bosom  to  our  view,  winding 
in  many  a  noble  curve,  sometimes  beneath  a 
swelling  mountain  wooded  to  the  water's  edge, 
sometimes  in  verdant  meadows  sloping  to  the 
wave;  its  numerous  creeks  filled  with  fisher- 
mens'  cots ;  its  rocky  promontaries,  and  re- 
ceding lays,  with  the  smoaking  hamlets  scat- 
tered up  the  mountain  side,  presented  a  pic- 
ture to  us,  delightful  as  it  was  novel,  and 
rendered  particularly  striking  by  the  quick 
transition  from  the  rugged  tract  of  mountain 
behind  us.  From  an  eminence  we  observed 
tb.e  windings  of  the  river  almost  up  to  Lime- 
rifk,  and  downwards  nearly  to  the  ^\'estern 
Ocean,  an  uninterrupted  line  of  si.xty  miles. 
Th.e  road  continued  along  tlie  strand,  under 
the  high  grounds,  till  we  reached  the  village 
of  Glin,    which   st;jids   by  a  small   romantic 

bay 
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bay,  surroiDi'lcd  by  liills  and  biokeii  cliil's. 
Here  we  found  the  shell  of  an  old  castk-,  for- 
merly the  seat  of  the  knights  of  the  Glin,*  a 
branch  of  the  Desmond  family.  It  was  be- 
sieged by  Sir  George  Carew,  anno  I6OO,  who 
encamped  between  it  and  the  Shannon.  Tiie 
knight  of  Glin  came  to  the  camp  with  a  flig 
of  truce,  but  refusing  the  terms  offered  him, 
was  commanded  to  depait.  The  bombard- 
ment began,  Avhen  the  knigiit's  son,  who  had 
been  detained  as  an  hostage,  was  placed  in  tlic 
front  of  the  breast-works,  in  order  to  tcrrify 
the  besieged ;  notwithstanding  which,  the 
constable  of  the  castle  declared  he  would 
point  his  guns  against  "^he  camp.     A  breach 

*  John  of  Callan,  in  Kerry,  ancestor  to  the  Fitzgeralds  of 
Munster,  was  slain  at  CaUan,  with  his  third  son  Maurice, 
by  the  M'Carties.  His  eldest  son  was  Gibbon,  ancestor  to 
the  White  Knight,  otherwise  styled  Clangibbon  ;  tlie  second 
was  John,  ancestor  to  the  Knight  of  the  Glin,  or  Valley  ; 
tlie  tliird,  slain  with  his  father,  was  the  first  knight  of 
Kerry  ;  and  the  fourtli,  Thomas,  w.'.s  progenitor  to  divcrj 
/amilies  of  the  Fitzgeralds  in  Kerry  and  J-iraerick. 

was 
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A\as  made  under  the  hall  of  the  castlo,  and 
Captain  FioAver  commanded  to  enter,  support- 
ed by  Captain  Slingsby  :  they  gained  the  lirst 
flight  of  stairs,  wl;ere  the  constable  was  slain 
in  its  defence.  Here  they  remained  all  night, 
and  r.ext  morning  they  gained  the  toAver,  on 
whieh  the  garrison  retreated  to  the  battle- 
ments, -where  most  of  them  -were  put  to  the 
sword.* 

Glin  House  the  residence  of  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald, knight  of  Glin,  is  finely  situated  on  the 
rise  of  the  hill,  overlooking  the  village.  Af- 
ter crossing  a  small  stream,  which  bounds  the 
county  of  Limerick,  we  entered  Kerry.  Tar- 
bert  is  the  first  village,  and  close  to  the  boun- 
dary ;  it  is  the  estate  and  manor  of  Sir  Fd- 
ward  Leslie,  Bart.  Avliose  house  is  delightfully 
seated  upon  a  woody  promontor}-,  command- 
ing an  extensive  view  up  and  down  the  Shan- 
non, -aliere  it  is  rendered  one  half  narrower 
by  being  confined  by  a  point  of  land  on  the 
*  Pac;ita  Hlberniii,  p.  Go. 
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county  of  Clare,  bytheside  oftlicrivcr.  Beyond 
tlie  demesne  the  land  stretches  out  into  a  penin- 
sula, insulated  at  high  water.  On  this  neck 
of  land  there  are  two  forts  to  defend  the  pas- 
sage, and  on  an  eminence  behind  there  is 
one  which  commands  the  two.  V/e  were  en- 
abled to  stroll  along  the  shore  underneath 
the  woods,  as  the  tide  was  low.  There  arc 
great  depredations  committed  by  the  turbu- 
lence of  the  river,  which  runs  dreadfully  vio- 
lent when  agitated  by  an  east  or  north-east 
Avind  ;  the  timber  lies  scattered  along  the  skirt 
of  the  wood,  torn  from  their  roots,  and  innu- 
merable stumps  appear,  which  have  yielded 
their  majestic  trunks  to  the  superior  strength 
of  their  watry  opponent.  It  is  a  pity  to  see 
neglect  so  sadly  marked  in  this  beautiful  spot, 
which  contains  every  feature  necessary  to  fas- 
cinate the  heart  ;  the  house  appears  impaired  ; 
thcAvoods  decaying  through  want  of  care,  and 
the  whole  apparently  tenantless.  The  soil 
here  is  rich  and   fertile,    but   by  no  means  so 

well 
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^\•cIl  cultivated  as  it  might  be  :  vast  herds  of 
black  cattle  cover  these  luxuriant  tracts,  and 
afford  the  chief  article  of  exportation. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir, 
and  believe  me 

Yours,  &c. 

Wednesday  Night.  G.   H. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IX. 

Caftleidand,  Saturday,  Augufi  26. 

Dear  Sir, 

UX  Thursday  morning,  having 
a  cold  dinner  packed  up,  we  got  on  board  a 
small  row-boat,  which  took  us  down  to  deep 
water,  where  our  smack  aAvaited  us,  along-side 
of  two  gun  boats,  each  carrying  one  twenty- 
four  pounder. 

Passing  under  the  batteries,  mc  had  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  them  closely.  They 
lay  about  two  miles  from  the  town;  the  two 
lower  mount  eight  twenty-four  and  one  six 
pounder ;  the  upper  one,  four  twenty-four 
pounders,  containing  300  men.  The  river 
here  is  about  two  miles  and  a  half  broad,    but 

the 
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the  cliunnel  runs  within  range  of  the  guns. 
I  cannot  think  them  of  any  utihty,  except  for 
the  defence  of  vessels  lying  at  anchor,  against 
the  attempts  of  privateers ;  on  the  land  side 
thev  are  not  tenable,  being  commanded  by 
high  grounds.  After  a  pleasant  zig  zag  sail 
of  five  miles,  Ave  landed  at  Inniscathy  (com- 
monly called  Scattery  Island)  celebrated  in 
anti(iuity  for  its  religious  foundations ;  it 
comprehends  about  100  acres;  the  soil  good; 
\vcll  stocked  with  cattle,  and  abounding  Avith 
rabbits  and  wild  fowl.  There  are  one  or  two 
cabbins  on  it,  the  inhabitants  of  which  I  am 
told,  manufacture  the  m'OoI  from  the  sheeps 
back:  dye,  spin,  and  wea\'e  it  into  cloathes  for 
themselves.  This  was  the  see  of  a  bishop, 
supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  St.  Patrick, 
in  the  fifth  century,  who  governed  it  some 
time  himself;  he  was  succeeded  by  St.  Se- 
nan.  a  man  of  much  piety  and  learning;  he 
received  the  monastic  habit  from  the  abbot 
Casidanus,   and  was  afterwards  a  disciple  to 

Natalia. 
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Natalis,  abbot  of  Kiliiianach,  in  Ossory,  and 
tlien  to  St.  David,  of  j\Iinevia,  in  Wales*. 
Returning  to  Ireland,  he  founded  many  mo- 
nasteries in  Munster,  and  at  last  fixed  his  scat 
here;  he  died  March  1,  anno  544,  and  was 
buried  in  his  own  church.  There  are  the  re- 
mains of  seven  monastic  buildings,  with  a 
round  tower  120  feet  high,  split  by  liglitning 
from  top  to  bottom  (yet  perfectly  perpendicu- 
lar) having  been  so  as  long  as  the  oldest  per- 
son can  remember.  This  sec  was  imitcd  to 
Limerick,  about  the  twelfth  century,  but  ac- 
cording to  archbishop  Usher,  the  possessions 
of  it  were  divided  between  the  sees  of  Lime- 
rick,   Killaloe,  and  Ardfert. 

Li  the  year  975,  Erien  Eoroimhe,  at  tlic 
head  of  1^00  Dalgais  troops,  with  Domhnall, 
king  of  Jonmhuinein,  recovered  this  hhv.d 
from  the  Danes,  defeating  Jomhar,  and  his 
sons  Anihlaibh   and  Duibhcheann,    with  the 

*  Wrj-o's  iViUiquities  of  Ircbnd. 

t  AiinaJs  of  Munstcr,  Act  SS,  png^;  J4-2. 

destruction 
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destruction  of  SOO  of  the  enemy +.  Elizabeth 
granted  tliis  abbey,  with  twenty-four  acres  of 
land,  an  house  and  castle  in  the  island,  to 
the  Mayor  and  citizens  of  Limerick,  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
31.  12s.  8d. ;  also,  ten  cottages,  one  church 
in  ruins,  twenty  acres  of  wood  and  stony 
ground,  in  the  said  island,  called  Beachwood, 
with  all  the  tithes  and  the  several  customs 
following :  from  every  boat  of  oysters  com- 
ing to  the  city  of  Limerick  once  a  year,  a 
thousand  oysters ;  from  every  herring-boat, 
once  a  year,  five  hundred  herrings.*  Re- 
cmbarking,  we  sailed  down  towards  Ray-head 
and  Beale  sand-banks  ;  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  the  expanse  of  water  is  noble,  being 
nearly  eight  miles  in  length.  Li  1796",  while 
tlic  rrcnch  fleet  lay  in  Eantry  Bay,  two  large 
ships  of  war  anchored  under  Ray-head,  and 
scut  their  boats  for  provisions  to  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  for  \il'iieh  they  paid  quietly. 

*  Arbhdall's  Monastkon  Hibernkuirij  p.  5 1 . 

Opposite 
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Opposite  to  Inniscathy  is  tlic  island  of  Car- 
rig-foile,  close  to  the  shore,  with  its  strong- 
castle,  formerly  the  seat  of  O'Connor  Kcrrv; 
(so  named  to  distinguish  him  from  O'Connor 
Slig-o)  it  was  defended  on  the  land  side  by 
double  walls;  the  outer  having  square  flankers, 
and  the  inward  round  bastions. 

In  1580,  this  castle  was  besieged  bv  the 
Lord  Justice.  Julio,  an  Italian,  commanded 
the  garrison,  which  consisted  of  nineteen  Spa- 
niards and  fifty  Irish.  It  was  battered  with  three 
pieces  of  ordinance;  one  culvcrin,  and  a  demi- 
culverin.  A  breach  being  made,  it  was 
mounted  by  Captain  IMacwoith,  who  stormed 
the  castle,  putting  fifty  to  the  sword,  besides 
six  who  were  hanged.  Julio  was  preserved  a 
few  days,  but  suffered  the  same  fate  as  his  un- 
fortunate companions. 

Friday  morning  we  left  Tubert.    and    rode 

on    to  visit   the  round  Friery  of    Lislaghtin 

founded  by  O 'Conner,    1  i7S,    for  Obscrvan- 

H  tine 
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tine  riaiifiscau.s,  of  tlic  stiict  oitlcr  *.  Itliuj 
been  a  magnificent  building,  lint  unfortu- 
nately, not  liaving  tlie  same  protection  which 
preserves  the  Abbies  of  Adare,  it  is  falling 
fast  to  decay  ;  the  cloisters  are  totally  gone, 
from  which  numerous  newly  erected  tombs 
and  vaults  have  been  built.  The  soil  here- 
abouts is  deep  and  marshy  in  -winter,  yet  trees 
flourish  in  it  with  great  luxuiiance,  and  in 
summer  abounds  with  rich  pasture.     The  in- 

*  Tills  Friery  was  granted  in  fee  to  James  Scolls,  at  tlie 
yearly  crown  rent  of3l.  ]  6s.  8d.  who  assigned  his  interest 
in  the  same  to  Thomas  Law  ;  but  they  neglecting  to  pay 
tJic  said  rent,  tlie  premises  were  seized  by  the  crown,  being 
twelve  acres  of  land  ;  and  the  collector  of  llic  county  not 
being  able  to  let  llic  land  for  the  yearly  value  of  the  said 
rent,  the  premises  became  gready  in  arrear,  and  were  set 
up  at  auction,  and  were  sold  for  forty  shillings  per  annum; 
which  lease  being  expired,  Henry  Rose,  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  Esq.  having  lands  contiguous,  proposed  to  give 
four  pounds  a  year  for  it,  and  had  a  lease  of  ninety-nine 
years  of  it  at  that  rent. 

S.MITII'S   HISTORV  OF  KERRY,    T.  12'. 
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liabltants  arc  .supijlicd  with  limestone,  by 
water,  from  Limerick,  and  .send  their  goods 
at  a  very  cheap  rate  to  niarket,  though  at 
the  distance  of  fifty  miles.  Tillage  is  quite 
neglected  ;  black  cattle  for  dairies,  and  beef 
for  exportation,  being  mostly  regarded  *. 
From  this  we  continued  along  the  shore,  pas- 
sing the  pleasant  seats  of  Asdee  and  Littur. 

The  ruins  of  Beale  castle  are  delightfully 
seated  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  command- 
ing an  unbounded  prospect ;  it  belonged  to 
Patrick  Lord  Kerry,  who  demolished  the  for- 
tifications in  the  year  l600  ;  he  died  soon 
after  of  grief,  at  seeing  his  chief  seat  of  Lix- 
naw  in  possession  of  the  English.  In  this 
castle,  the  valiant  Maurice  Stack,  a  Kerry 
man  in  the  ser\ice  of  the  English  government, 
Avas  murdered.  Being  invited  by  Lord 
Kerry's  lady  to  dine  with  her,  in  the  absence 
of  her  Lord,  when  tlinner  \\as  over  she  beg- 
ged  to  speak  to  him  privately  in    her    own 

'  Smith's  History  of  Kerry. 

11   'J  chamber; 
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chamber;  wlicn,  after  some  conversation, 
.she  cried  out  to  some  ruflians,  tlieu  behind 
the  door,  "  do  not  you  hear  him  abuse  mc  ?"' 
On  which  they  rushed  in,  slew  him,  and 
threw  his  body  out  of  the  window  into  the 
court-yard.  Somesay  this  lady  was  herself  the 
chief  agent  in  this  barbaroi\s  act.  The  clitfs 
here  rise  to  an  amazing  height  :  one,  two, 
and  three  hundred  feet  pci-pendicular.  The 
castle  of  Lick  stands  upon  a  rock  almost 
surrounded  by  the  sea,  communicating  for- 
merly with  the  land  by  a  drawbridge  ;  it  be- 
longed to  a  branch  of  the  Desmond  family. 
Near  this  is  the  castle  of  Dune,  situated  simi- 
lar, overhanging  the  ocean.  Some  years 
back,  a  part  of  these  cliffs  (between  the 
castles  of  Lick  and  Dune)  assumed  a  volcanic 
appearance  ;  the  waves  by  continual  dashing- 
had  worn  and'  undermined  the  cliff,  which 
giving  way,  fell  with  tremendous  violence 
into  the  sea  ;  several  great  strata,  or  beds  of 
pyrita-,  iron,  and  svdphur,  M'Cre  in  consc- 
i.uence  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air,   and 

salt 
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salt  water  ;  the  natural  cflccts  of  \\liicli  were, 
that  they  heated  and  burnt  with  great  fierce- 
ness ;  the  clay  near  it  is  calcined  to  a  red 
brick,  mixed  with  iron  ore,  -melted  in  many 
places,  like  cinders  thrown  from  a  Smith's 
forge.  jMany  who  did  not  consider  well  tlic 
causes  and  tlic  effects  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected from  them,  have  supposed  this  to  be 
volcanic  *. 

■*  Mr.  Tournfort,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Levant,  inform  us 
"■  that  in  tlie  island  of  Milo,  in  the  jVrcIiipelago,  tlie  iron 
mines  tliat  are  found  tJicre,  and  from  whence  n  certain  tract 
of  land  takes  the  denomination  of  St.  John  de  Fer,  maintain 
perpetual  tires  ;  and  he  thus  reasons  upon  this  pkencmenon  : 
"  It  is  certain,"  says  he,  "  tliat  filings  of  iron,  steeped  in  com- 
mon water,  will  grow  considerably  warm,  and  much  more 
so  in  s^a  water  ;  and  if  you  mingle  them  ^^  itii  some  sul- 
jihur,  pounded,  you  will  see  this  mixture  really  burn  some 
Time  after  it  is  moistened.  It  is  therefore  prob.able,  that 
tJie  fires  which  are  constantly  telt  in  this  iiland,  are  solclv 
occasioned  by  a  fermentation  of  a  fcmiginous  matter  mixed 
with  sulpiiur,  which  no  place  in  that  island  is  without  ; 
and  tliesc  materials  are  heated  by  being  drenched  in  sea- 
water,  which  runs  through  all  parts  of  tlie  spunsjy  reek." 
So,  in  like  m.'.nner,  may  d;e  tire  be  accounted  for  in  tlic 
cliiF. 
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From  this  we  rode  through  an  uninteresting 
country,  towards  Listowel  ;  witliin  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  -which  wc  crossed  the  river  Gale, 
(or  Galv)  over  an  handsome  bridge  of  three 
arches.  Listowel  is  ])ieasantly  seated  upon 
the  river  Fcale,  not  far  from  the  confluence 
of  the  rivers  Crick,  Gale,  and  Feale ;  wliich, 
Avhcn  united,  empty  themselves  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon,  under  the  name  of 
the  Cashcn. 

This  castle  was  the  last  which  held  out  for 
Lord  Kerry  against  Queen  Elizabeth.  Nov. 
luOO,  Sir  Charles  Wilmot  besieged  it;  as  a 
chamber  was  preparing  to  place  the  powder 
in  in  l)li)w  it  up,  a  spring  of  water  gushed 
out  in  sucli  abundance,  that  it  obliged  him  to 
l'C2,in  a  new  work,  v,  hich  he  carried  uhder 
giound,  to  the  midst  of  a  vault  in  the  castle. 
The  work  l)eing  perceived  by  the  garrison, 
they  surrendereil  ;  nine  of  the  English  sol- 
diers being  killed  in  the  siege,  Sir  Charles 
ordered  the  like  numl)er  cf  the  garrison  to 
be  instantly  hung  :  the  remainder  of  tlie 
prisoners 
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piisoncrs  v.'cre  shortly  after  put  to  (Icalli,  ex- 
cept Sir  Dermot  jM'Brodie,  a  priest,  \vIio  was 
pardoned  for  the  following  reason  :  On  the 
castle's  surrendering,  Lord  Kerry's  eldest  son, 
then  but  five  years  old,  was  carried  away  by 
an  old  Avoman,  almost  naked,  and  besmeared 
Avitli  dirt  ;  Wilmot  detached  a  party  in 
search  of  him,  who  returned  without  finding 
the  child ;  hut  the  priest  proposed,  if  Sir 
Charles  would  spare  his  life,  ami  that  of  the 
child,  to  discover  where  he  was  ;  which  being 
granted,  he  went  with  a  captain's  gur^.rd  to  a 
thick  wood,  six  miles  from  the  castle,  which 
was  almost  impassable ;  Avhere,  in  an  hollow 
cave,  they  found  the  old  woman  and  the 
chiUl,  mIioui  they  brought  to  Sir  Charles, 
Avho  sent  both  the  priest  and  the  child  to  the 
Lord  President  *.  Of  this  great  castle  there 
now  remains  but  the  gate-Iiousc,  fiankctl  by 
two  immense  round  towers  ;  it  stands  iinely 
elevated  upon  a  steep  bank,  overlooking  the 


Smiths  History  of  Kerry,  p.  'JS/. 
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Fcale  ;    and  in  those  days  of  M-aifarc,  was  vul- 
nerable only  on  the  village  side. 

This  morning,  having  consulted  with  our 
host,  concerning  the  road,  we  adopted  liis 
ad\ice,  and  determined  on  exploring  Stack's 
mountains.  Having  crossed  a  fine  hridge,  of 
eleven  arches  over  the  Feale,  and  tinding  a 
kind  of  foot-path,  we  jogged  on  merrily, 
imtil  the  track  became  uncertain  ;  by  degrees 
we  found  ourselves  environed  by  lofty  hills, 
whose  dreary  summits  broke  the  impendent 
clouds,  and  sent  such  a  torrent  from  their 
watery  store,  as  completely  drenched  us 
through  ;  liowever,  theie  was  no  alternative,  so 
we  were  obliged  to  push  on  through  this  deso- 
late tract. 

"We  now  Jiad  no  guide,  but  tl:e  supposed 
situation  of  the  country;  all  traces  of  a 
path  were  gone;  cultivation  seemed  to  have 
f.ed,  or  rather  never  to  have  appeared.  JMoun- 
tain  rose  abo\'e  Uiountain,  ol.truding,  each, 
its  discduraging  head  ;  at  last,  by  a  suclileu 
turning,    we  observed  a  cabin  near  u.s,    Avhicli 
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■\\e  jo-,fully  aifpioachcd  ;  it  l(;okctl  like  a  speck 
in  the  boundless  ocean,  being  the  only  solitary 
habitation,  for  many  miles,  through  these  moun- 
tains. Here  we  found  only  two  children,  one 
nursing  the  other;  the  youngest  M'as  about 
one  year  old,  and  the  eldest  seven  ;  she  could 
not  speak  English,  but  shewed  a  second 
room,  wherein  we  lodged  our  horses.  I  never 
saw  i'^'ature  in  her  native  garb  so  truly 
marked,  as  in  this  child  ;  she  was  rath-r 
liandsome,  with  very  intelligent  eyes,  which 
probably  were  rendered  more  speakiiig,  frcin 
her  inability  to  make  herself  understccd  by 
her  tongue.  Every  object  around  us  scemctl 
indigenous  to  the  soil  ;  even  tb.e  mountain 
cow     and     horse  '■'  ;   tlie     aborigines   of   the 

county, 

*  These  small  iiorscs  arc  the  properest  to  travel  diroush 
this  county  witli ;  a  man  must  entirely  abandon  himself  to 
their  guidance,  whicli  will  answer  much  better  tlian  if  one 
sl:oukl  strive  to  manage  and  direct  tlieir  footsteps.  Thcj 
are  naturally  sure-footed,  and  though  small,  an  excdleut 
breed  ;  they  cVanb  over  tl'.c  most  lu^ged  rocks,  and  both 
ascend  and  descend  tl;c  steepest  prceiniccs  with  great  facility 

and 
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tour.ly,  g:ivc  a  marked  and  peculiar  clia 
ractcr  to  the  spot.  We  gave  tlie  little  girl  § 
a  few  lialfpcnce,  but  she  seemed  unac- 
quainted with  their  uses.  Shortly  after,  the 
father  and  motlier  returned,  carrying  fuel 
from  the  ncigiibouring  bog  ;  they  both  spoke 
a  little  English,  and,  as  well  as  they  could, 
directed  us  to  the  path,  "^vhich  it  seems  we  had 
lost,    by  a  considerable  Avay. 

The  clouds  having  expended  their  ammu- 
nition,   we  again  set  forward,    v.indir.g  round 

and  safetr  ;  nre  so  light,  as  to  skim  over  waving  bogs  and 
morasses  without  sir.l<ing,  and  where  heavier  would  cer- 
tainly perish.  Tliey  are  strong  and  dur.nble,  easily  supported^ 
and  not  ill-shaped  ;  so  hardy  as  to  stand  abroad  all  winter, 
and  will  brnuze  npon  heath,  fiirze,  and  other  sh.n'.bs  ;  add 
to  tliis,  tlieir  gait  is  ambling,  which  is  e^trcp.-.ely  e;;,y. 

SMITHS  HISTORY   OF   Kr..'..iV,    P.  IQQ. 

.Sir  Jairi':s  Vr.Tri-  cbsenxs,  that  these  kir.d  of  horses  v.xre 
.'ornieriy  called  aUt.turioncs  ;  as  l;aving  been  originally  i.'ii- 
port'.il  from  the  Austurias  in  i^fain,  into  tills  kingdom, 
where  ih-y  are  r.cw  become  rare,  exr;  nt  in  th.ese  nioiin- 
talnoiis  pans  :  a  large  breed  of  I'attJL-  b'lrg  more  Uoef;il  In 
•he  plain  i  hampaln  parts  of  it. 

one 
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one  hill,  rising  another,  Jinxionsly  loohiiig- 
for  the  wished  for  road  ;  at  length,  \vc  found 
what  we  conjectured  to  1)C  it,  a  rugged  patli- 
way,  interrupted  by  bogs  and  lioles.  Fatigued 
with  pist  disappointments,  and  bewildered  with 
doubts  as  to  the  true  course  we  were  taking, 
we  still  persevered,  lioping,  as  we  ascended  eacli 
hill,  that  it  might  term'inate  our  journey.  The 
day  again  began  to  lower  and  tlireaten,  whicli 
conjured  up  Avithin  us  a  thousand  dismal 
ideas  of  being  benighted  in  these  unhospitable 
regions. 

The  path  frequently  sunk  underneath  our 
horses  feet,  against  which,  nothing  but  the 
most  painful  watchfulness  could  provide. 
About  five  o'clock,  the  setting  sun  bccaiv.e 
visible,  and  the  clouds,  gradually  dispersing, 
gave  no  farther  sign  of  molestation.  Shortly 
after,  between  two  opening  hills,  m'C  descried, 
at  a  distance,  a  promontory  running  out  into 
the  Atlantic,  whicii,  by  consulting  my  map. 
ive founded  to  be  Tw.kc  head  and  !<iy. 

This 
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■  This  gave  us  new  litV;  so  luging  bii^jkly  tothe— 'i 
rising  of  a  hill,  \ve  had  the  pleasure  of  seeingi.;g 
tefbre  us  tlie  low  country,  stretching  into  afar 
extended  fertile  vaie,  -with  the  village  of 
Castle  Island,  ch.ccring  us  with  a  thousand' 
comforts,  which  the  tircci  traveller  never  fails'' 
to  anticipate.  However,  before  ^\■c  reached 
the  village  wc  encountered  another  torrent  of 
rain  *.  v 

M'c   were   very    much    disappointed  in  our 
ideas   of  Castle   Island,    formerly    called   the 

*  These,  pe.rts,  like  most  other  high  and  mountainous 
cor.ntrlcs,  arc  liable  to  great  quantities  of  rain;  especially,  as  ■ 
the  sea  lies  to  tlic  S.  and  S.  W.  of  them  ;  for,  according  to 
the  ingenious  calculation  of  Dr.  Hally,  the  sea  alone  affords 
more  vapours,  than  almost  tripplc  tlie  quantity  of  water, 
emptied  into  it  by  all  the  rivers.  Thus,  a  wind  from  tlie  sea 
is  molster  than  from  the  land ;  and  hence  It  is,  that  during 
the  crntinuation  of  our  S.  W.  winds,  so  great  a  number  of 
d:-;.--,  arc  wet  ;  for  lliose  winds  coming  sweeping  alont'  the 
v:'.a  At!a;',tic  ocean,  must  lick  up  prodigious  qunntities  of 
vapor.r  trom  tliat  immense  expanse  of  waters. 

Cattle 


A    TOUR   I>:   IRELAND.  109 

Castle  of  the  Island  of  Kerry  ;  it  is  wiM, 
poor  and  negleeted,  witliout  any  trade  what- 
soever, and,  I  believe,  totally  supported  by 
the  passage  of  travellers  to  Tralee,  the  assizes, 
town,  and  visitors  to  the  lake  of  Killarney  ; 
still,  it  has  many  remains  of  its  ancient  popu- 
lation. The  assizes  were  originally  held  here, 
but  since  their  removal  to  Tralee,  this  village 
has  gradually  sunk  into  decay.  The  town- 
house  is  rootless  ;  it  was  once  a  respectable 
building  ;  the  front  forms  an  arcade,  within 
which  is  a  row  of  Tuscan  columns  ;  the  bar- 
racks are  large,  and  in  tolerable  repair,  but 
uninhabited  ;  the  ruins  of  the  castle  are  ex- 
tensive, and  shew  that  it  has  been  a  place  of 
great  strength  and  consequence  :  the  river 
Mang,  here  an  inconsiderable  stream,  runs 
round  the  walls,  and  forms  a  dyke,  over 
■which  were  drawbridges,  defended  by  port- 
callices,  &c.  &c.  Tn  the  year  1345,  it  was 
taken  by  Sir  Ralph  Ufford,  Lord  Justice  of 
Ireland ;    being  held  by  Sir  Eustace  Ic  Poer, 

.      Sir 
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Sir 'Williaiii  Ci rant,  and  Sir  Jolm  Cottcrcl,  for 
I\laui  ice  Fitz  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  First  Earl  of 
Desmond.  By  the  death  and  forfeiture  of  j 
Gerald,  the  sixteenth  Earl  of  Desmond,  the 
faniilv  of  Herbert  had  a  grant  of  this  seignory. 
The  castle  is  said  to  be  built  by  Geffiy  de  \ 
iVIariscis,  Lord  Justice  of  Ireland,  anno,  1226 
a  man  of  the  greatest  po\\'er  in  this  country  ; 
"  ho-\\evcr,  he  fell  under  the  king's  displeasure; 
(Henry  the  Third)  was  banished  from  Ireland  ; 
driven  with  execration  from  England  into 
France,  where  he  died  pitifully,  yet  not  to  be 
pitied.  Plis  son  William  was  odious  to  the  King, 
and  lived  in  the  Isle  of  Lundee,  near  Bristol, 
a  pirate  and  dcspoiler,  but  Mas  brought  from 
thence  to  Lonrlou  and  executed*."  The 
church  has  a  respectable  appearance,  not  from 
its  present  situation,  but  i'ronx  Mhat  it  was  in 
its  (lavs  of  prosperity  ;  it  now  stands  appa- 
rcutl}'   neglected.       Near    this   is   found    the 

•  Sir  James  Ware. 

lapis 
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lapis  Hibcniicns  uiilhnrnm,  (!ii>Ji  slaU)  Jt.$ 
taste  is  very  sour,  and  contains  a  large  por- 
tion of  a  martial  vitriol. 

This  county  abounds  Avith  various  kinds  of 
marble*  and  valuable  stones,  particularly  ame- 
thysts, which  arc  found  in  the  cliffs  at  Kerry- 
head  ;    they  are    of  a   chrystalliform    figure, 

*  That  near  Tralee,  black  and  white,  of  a  different  colour 
and  texture  from  tliat  found  near  Kilkenny;  die  white 
spots  larger,  and  the  black  approaching  to  a  blue  tint,  full 
of  a  sparry  matter,  running  irregtdarly  through  its  sub- 
stance, is  raised  in  blocks  of  a  large  size,  and  takes  a  fine 
polish.  At  Ballybeggan,  a  marble  similar,  but  not  suscep- 
tible of  so  fine  a  polish. 

At  Castlem;iii3,  a  black  and  white  marble,  of  the  same 
nature. 

Casde  Island  contains  a  variegated  species. 

In  the  island  of  Dunkerron  in  the  river  of  Kenmare,  some 
black  and  white,  oUiers  purple  and  white,  intermixed  with 
yellow  spots ;  likewise  a  very  beautiful  kind  of  a  piupie, 
veined  wida  dark  green. 

The  intire  of  tlie  middle  island  of  t!ie  Skeligs  is  composed 
of  a  red  m;uble. 

and 
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and  arc  found  in  the  fissures  of  the  loek,  ad- 
hering by  their  bases.  Tlicy  vary  in  colour 
frjni  a  pale  rose,  through  different  shades  of 
purple  and  violet  tint,  and  sometimes  are 
colourless ;  particularly  such  as  are  called,  by 
jewellers,  the  female  *. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  we  intend  leaving 
tliis  to-morrow  morning,  for  Killarny,  from 
Avhence  you  shall  hear  from  me  soon. 

Your's,    &c. 

G.  H. 

*  The  mass,  or  constituent  matter  of  all  precious  stones,  is 
a  pclucid  crystalline  substance,  which  is  of  different  de- 
grees of  hardness  from  that  of  tlie  diamond,  to  that  of  the 
niccrest  shattery  cr)-stal ;  and  tliey  have  their  various  colours 
from  different  metals.  Thus,  when  lead  was  mixed  with 
tlic  cn,'3taUine  matter  at  tlic  time  of  tliiir  formation,  the 
stone  became  a  topaz;  or,  as  the  ancients  called  it,  a  clir}'- 
sulitc  ;  when  lead  and  iron  thus  entered  Uie  composition, 
the  stone  bccnmc  an  hyacinth  ;  when  iron  alone,  tlie  ruby 
granatcs  ;  also  the  amethyst,  and  otlier  red  gems  ;  when 
copper,  dissolved  by  acids,  entered  tlie  composition,  die 
emerald  was  produced  ;  and  tlie  same  metal  dissolved  by- 
alkalies,  colouad  ilie  sjpphire  ;   and  so  of  the  rest." 

tMlTHS    U13T0I1V  01'  K£ni;Y,    p.   -(O-l. 
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LETTER  X. 


/        Killarnyj  Tuesday  night,  August  2Q. 

Dear  Sir, 

W  E  were  detained  at  Castle 
Island  by  heavy  rains,  the  whole  of  Sunday  ; 
however,  INIonday  brought  fair  weather,  and 
we  betook  ourselves  to  the  road,  not  without 
some  apprehensions,  from  information  which 
Ave  had  received  of  the  fords  being  swelled, 
through  which  we  must  necessarily  pass ;  in 
this  we  were  agreeably  disappointed ;  the 
brooks  were  all  fordable,  with  no  great  dith- 
culty.  Along  the  road,  we  had  in  vie\v  the 
immense  mountains  of  the  lakes,  which 
atFordcd  a  boundless  scope  for  fancy  ;  their 
I  fantastical 
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fantastical  and  rugged  heads  forming  a 
thousand  strange  contrasts ;  every  five  mi- 
nutes changed  their  appearance,  according  as  J 
mists  would  break,  or  clouds  enwrap  them ; 
distant  gleams  of  light  would  dart  across 
their  sunmiits,  and  .  quickly  vanish  ;  then 
would  succeed  a  thick  and  blackish  vapour 
hanging  on  their  gloomy  sides,  till  it  was 
again  displaced  by  a  blaze  of  sunshine.  Thus 
M'ere  Ave  entertained,  till  on  our  near  approach 
to  Killarny,  the  wide  expanding  bosom  of  the 
lower  lake  burst  at  once  upon  our  expect- 
ant eyes ;  and  here  no  one  can  pass  without 
a  pause  ;  it  deserves  it ;  nay,  it  requires  it  : 
for  the  eye  naturally  seeks  for  repose,  as  well 
;rs  the  grosser  parts  of  our  system  after  ex- 
ertion ;  too  numerous  a  succession  of  objects 
will  fatigue  the  sight,  and  baffle  reflection  ; 
they  retiuire  digestion  ;  and  when  it  is  inter- 
rupted, confusion  must  arise,  and  the  last 
object  will  erase  from  the  mind  the  image  of 
the  first.     Alter  a  pleasing  kind  of  tumult  of 

the 
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the  mind  luid  subsided,  occasioned  hy  tlie  first 
impression  made  upon  us  by  tliis  mag-niiicent 
scene,  we  moved  slowly  on,  descending  by 
Lord  Kenmare's  deer  park  wall,  into  the 
to^yn  of  Killarny.  It  is  exceedingly  neat  and 
clean,  and  thriving  fast,  both  from  the  great 
encouragement  given  by  Lord  Kenmare  to 
settlers,  and  from  the  prodigious  influx  of 
visitors  to  the  lakes  ;  the  houses  in  general 
are  good,  and  an  appearance  of  comfort  per- 
vades the  whole.  His  Lordship's  house  adjoins 
the  town,  and  the  beautiful  gardens  spread 
themselves  to  the  edge  of  tlic  lake,  finely 
planted,  and  preserved  with  care. 
'  This  morning  we  prepared  for  an  excursion 
on  the  lakes.  The  boats  are  stationed  at  Ross 
Island,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town; 
it  is  rather  a  peninsula,  being  separated  from 
the  main  land  only  by  a  cut  through  a  mo- 
rass, over  which  there  is  a  bridge. 

Ross  castle  stands  on  this  island,  formerly 

the  seat  of  O'Donoghoe  Ross,    one  of  th^ 

I  2  most 


1I5  A    TOUR    IN-    IRELAXD. 

most  ancient  families  in  this  county.     It  lies 
close  to  the  -water  side,  beautifully  backed  by      ■ 
-wood,   -which  covers  almost  the  whole  of  the 
island  ;   the  banks,   in   most   places,    are  hid     - 
by  thick  and  hanging  foliage.     The  castle  is    "I 
now  in   tolerable  repair,    having  a  garrison,     'i 
•with  a  governor  appointed  for  it,    upon  the    'a 
establishment.     In  the  year  1641,  it  was  held     • 
by    Lord    Muskerry,     against    the    English, 
commanded  by  Ludlowi    -with   Lord  Broghil 
and  Sir  Hardress  Waller,  -who  besieged  it  -with 
four   thousand    infantry,     and    two  hundred    ' 
cavalry  ;    it  was    surrendered    upon     capitu- 
lation.      Having  embarked,     and   tak^n    on. 
board   two    men   with  horns,  ■  and  two  small' 
pieces  of  cannon,    we   stretched  across   the 
lower  lake,   to  the  base  of  Glenaa  mountain, 
where  we  deposited  our  provisions  in  the  cot- 
tage; and   shaping   our  course  towards    the 
upper    lake,    we    entered     between    the   two 
mountains   of  Glenaa   and  Turc,    a   narrow 
canal,  or  river,  which  issues  from  the  upper  to 

tlie 
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the  lower  lake.  Ileie  the  most  wildly  di\cr- 
sified  scenery  unfolds  itself,  that  the  enthu- 
siastic imagination  can  conceive.  The  rugged 
and  precipitate  base  of  Turk,  contrasted  with 
the  opposite  riclily  wooded  sides  of  Glenaa, 
whose  romantic  groves,  falling  to  the  waves, 
cast  a  deep  and  solemn  shade  around  ;  Avhilst 
on  the  other  side,  rock  piled  on  rock,  flung 
in  wild  confusion' along  the  banks,  covered 
Avith  crawling  ivy,  and  from  their  interstices, 
bursting  numerous  shrubs,  in  flower,  and 
bearing  fruit;  quickly  the  scene  would  change; 
the  mountains  retire  suddenly  and  leave  us  in 
a  plain,  of  perhaps  three  hundred  yards  in 
breadtli  ;  the  green  lawn  spotted  with  groups 
of  oak,  holly,  and  wild  ash ;  again  the  hills 
approach,  and  environ  us  with  dark  precipices 
and  nodding  woods  ;  awhile  the  course  seems 
lost,  we  are  suspended  in  doubt ;  till  turning 
short,  we  penetiate  a  deep  and  gloomy  shade, 
hid  from  the  bkize  of  day  by  the  uml)rage()ns 
arms  of  the  trees,  which,  interwoven  togctlu-r, 
form  an  imperious  canopy.  Once  more  \sc  are 
J   3  bunched 
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launched  into  an  amphitheatre  of  lofty  rocks, 
cLiii  M'ith  countless  shrubs  and  forest  trees, 
which,  shooting  from  their  bare  sides,  send. 
forth  their  twisting  roots  towards  the  earth*. 
Arrivir.g  underneath  the  Eagle  rock,  westopped, 
and,  landing  on  the  opposite  bank,  stood  lost 
in  admiration  not  unmixed  with  terror. 

Its  sublime  height,  girt  with  a  waving 
forest,  whose  aspiring  trees  lift  their  tall  shade 
hiah  amongst  the  craggy  eminences,  the  haunt 
of  eagles  and  various  birds  of  prey  ;  at  its 
base,  the  tremulous  wave  reflected  all  again 
with  varied  beauty.  Cut  how  can  I  describe 
the  wonders  of  its  many  echoes,  which,  on 
the  explosion  of  the  cannon,  burst  with  ten- 
fold magnitude  from  its  rugged  cliffs,  rolling 
with  majestic  horror  round  the  neighbouring 

*  It  frequently  occurs,  'lliat  in  the  extent  of  fifty  yards, 
one  win  meet  witli  twenty  different  kinds  of  trees,  all 
flourishing,  particularly  the  arbutus ;  and,  among  the 
whnli-,  perhaps,  one  cart  load  of  earth  could  not  be  col- 
lected. The  roots  force  themselves  tlirough  the  interstices 
of  the  rocks,  twining  round  their  bases,  and  seem  to  be 
in  search  of  soil, 

hills 
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hills,  eacli  seeming  to  lepel  llic  thunder  as  it 
comes,  till  by  reiterated  peals,  it  sinks  into 
hollow  murmurs  among  the  distant  hills,  and 
is  for  a  few  moments  lost;  but,  from  the  silent 
pause,  the  distant  sound  again  strikes  faintly 
on  the  ear,  and  by  degrees,  with  collected 
force,  groM's  louder,  till  at  \a.^t  it  faintly  dies 
away  to  utter  silence. 

Just  at  this  awful  period,  the  bugle  honi 
sounded,  and  there  issued  from  the  grots  and 
steep  recesses  of  the  mountain,  innumerable 
sounds,  hke  celestial  voices,  difliusing  inex- 
pressible pleasure,  each  wood  and  rocky  dell 
prolonging  the  notes,  which,  floating  on  the 
agitated  air,  fell  behind  the  hills,  and  mingled 
into  one  grand  chord  of  most  angelic  har- 
mon}',  that  like 

"  A  solemn  breathing  sound, 
Rose   like    a  stream  of  rich  distilled  perlumeSj   that  stoic 

upon   the   air, 
That  even  silence  was  took  ere  she  was  aware. 
And  wish'd  she  miglit  deny  her  n;iture,  and  be  never  more; 
SiiU  to  be  so  displaced." 

Erotn 
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From  this  enchanting  spot  we  proceeded  on 
to  the  old  Wier  bridge,  a  rude  and  picturesque 
object  where  quitting  the  boat,  we  betook 
ourselves  to  tlie  bank,  whilst  the  boatmen 
prepared  to  drag  the  boat  thorough  a  fall  of 
water,  which  passes  with  great  impetuosity 
under  the  arch ;  through  it  they  conveyed 
ropes  to  the  other  side,  and,  witli  the  most 
painful  exertions,  pulled  it  up  through  the  fall 
into  the  higher  stream,  which  is  elevated  about 
ten  or  fitu-cn  feet.  Thus  continuing  our  course, 
we  at  length  entered  the  upper  lake  through  a 
narrow  channel  formed  by  tv.o  projecting  cliffs, 
called  Colman's  Eye.  Thi<  lake  is  suiTounded 
by  mountains  of  a  fearful  height,  fringed  with 
forests,  M'hich  creep  up  their  sides  to  various 
distances.  From  the  glassy  surface,  emerge 
huge  rocks,  crowned  with  arbutus,*  displaying 

its 

*  The  arbuius  is  not  to  be  found  any  where  of  sponta- 
rvnus  gTowtii,  nearer  to  Ireland,  than  the  most  southern 
part  of  France,  Italy,  and  Sicily ;  and  there  too,  it  is  never 

known 
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its  briglit  green  leaves  of  gayest  verdure, 
blended  with  its  scarlet  fruit  and  snowy  blos- 
soms. Someinimensc  islands  lift  tlieirbareand 
craggy  summits  high  above  others,  from  whose 
flmtastical  shapes  the  boatmen  have  named 
them,  one,  the  man  of  war,  another,  the 
church,  and  so  on,  according  as  there  is  an 
assimilation.  The  shores  are  mostly  bold  and 
steep,  abounding  Avith  the  most  surprizing 
variety  of  shrubs  and  plants. 

known,  but  as  a  frutex  or  shrub  ;  whereas,  in  die  rook 
parts  of  tlie  County  of  Kerry,  about  Lough  Lane  (Olamy), 
and  in  some  of  the  rocky  mountains  adjacent,  where  the 
people  of  die  country  call  it  the  cane  apple,  it  flourishes 
naturally  to  that  degree  as  to  become  a  large  tall  tree. 
Petms  Bellonius  obser\'cs,  thnt  it  dotli  so  on  Mount  Athos 
in  Macedonia  ;  and  Juba  is  quoted  by  Pliny  as  mentioning 
it  as  a  thing  extraordlnar)-,  that  the  Ai-butus  grows  to  an 
high  tree  in  Arabia. 

SIR  THO.MAS   MOLLVNEUX,   PH.    TRANSACTIONS,    .VO.  22,". 

It  abounded  in  tliese  parts  to  such  a  degree,  that  it   has 
been  cut  down  for  fuel,  to  melt  and  reline  tlie  ore  of  siher 

and  lead,  discovered  near  Ross  C.istle. 

Here 
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Hi.*re  spring  the  living  herbs  profusely  wild 
O'er  all   the  green  deep  eartli,  beyond  the  power 
Of  Botanist  to  number  up  their  tribes ; 
Whether  he  steals  along  the  lonely  dale 
In  silent  search,  or  climbs  the  mountain  rock. 
Fired  by  the  nodding  verdure  of  the  brow. 
With  such  a  Uberal  hand  hath  nature  flung 
Their  seeds  abroad,  blown  them  about  in  winds 
Innumerous,  mix'd  them  in  the  nursing  mold. 

At  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  lake  arose 
jM'Gillycudcly's  Rocks*;  its  many  pointed 
head  immersed  in  mists  and  storms  ;  along  its 
prodigious  furroM's  we  could  distinctly  trace 
the  cataracts,  swollen  by  recent  rains,  tum- 
bling with  fury,  and  glistening  like  liquid  silver. 
In  a  little  time  -we  observed  Its  forky  summit 
j)iercc  through  the  clouds,  and  the  grey  mists 
slow  descending,  like  a  great  curtain,  lialf 
way  down,  through  which  the  Sun  darted  his 
rays,  partiallv  illumining  its  huge  side  and 
base.     Wt-  landed  on  Romans"  Island,    wlicre 

■»  Named   from  a  family  of  great  nets  in  these  parts, 
i  brancli  of  which  still  remains. 

Ave 
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we  found  a  small  cabin,  built  by  the  person 
from  whom  the  island  takes  its  name:  he 
Avas  a  singular  chiiractcr,  and  retired  here  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  his  rod  and  gun.  It 
is  finely  situated,  commanding  a  delightful 
prospect  of  the  circumjacent  hills,  with  the  nu- 
merous islands  scattered  over  tlie  lake.  Em- 
barking again,  wc  crossed  to  the  shore,  and 
wound  round  the  woody  promontories  of  those 
stupendous  mountains,  proceeding  to  the  very 
extremity.  We  approached  the  rocks  as  near 
as  the  land  would  permit,  I)ut  all  was  involved 
in  shadows,  clouds  and  darkness ;  we  could 
scarce  see  upwards  an  hundred  feet. 

We  now  bent  our  course  homeward ;  parsing 
again  through  Colman-s  Eye,  we  entered  the 
beautiful  canal,  or  passage  to  the  lower  lake. 
When  we  arrived  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  old  Weir  bridge,  we  felt  ourselves 
gently  urged  on  l.y  the  current  ;  the  boatmen 
drew  in  their  oars,  and  nvc  committal  our- 
selves to  the  guidance  of  the  stream  ;    trim- 

niing 
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miiig  the  boat  m'cII,  and  observing  our  balance, 
we  found  ourselves  hurried  on  towards  the 
arch  with  encreased  velocity  ;  till,  with  the 
torrent,  we  Avere  s^vept  through  the  arch  and 
down  the  fall,  with  a  force  that  must  alarm 
anv  person  looking  at  us  from  the  bank.  As 
we  approached  it,  the  boatmen  mentioned  an 
accident  having  happened  to  a  boat,  whicli 
was  broken  to  atoms  down  the  fall,  by 
not  having  sufficient  water  to  carry  it  clear 
over  the  rocks,  which  by  no  means  tended 
to  quiet  my  fears  for  our  own  fate ;  however, 
we  had  a  fine  sweep  of  water,  and  were  launched 
pleasantly  into  the  lower  stream.  On  our  ar- 
rival at  Glenaa,  cottage,  we  found  a  comfort- 
able dinner  ready  for  us,  attended  by  every 
thing  wliich  could  heighten  enjoyment.  About 
six  o'clock  M-e  got  on  board,  and  winding- 
round  the  fanciful  shore  which  separates  I\Iu- 
cruss  lake  from  the  lower,  we  returned  to  Ross 
Castle. 

Yours,   &c.  G.  II. 

LETTER 
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LETTER  XL 


30th  Aug.  Wednesday  Evenin  j. 


Dear  Sir, 


X  HIS  morning  we  were  resolved 
to  change  the  scene;  so,  mounting  cur  horses, 
we  rode  through  Lord  Kenmore's  deer  park, 
and  on  by  Mr.  Cronyer"s  grounds,  whicli  are 
charmingly  situated,  from  which  a  most  ex- 
tensive view  of  the  lake  and  Lord  Kenmare"s 
o-ardens  are  to  be  seen.  Parsing  through  a 
large  wood  of  gigantic  oak,  admirably  pre- 
served, we  descended  from  the  high  grounds 
by  the  winding  flesk,  and  rode  on  to  Mucrnss, 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Herbert.  It  lies  towards  the 
southern  side  oi"  the   lake,     on  a  peninsula, 

where 
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vherc  nature,  sliglitly  aided  b}"  ait,  outdoes 
every  tiling  that  fancy,  supported  with  highest 
expence,  has  ever  yet  performed.  The  native 
attire  of  this  spot,  before  it  was  adorned  by 
any  improvements,  was  that  of  a  luxuriant 
garden,  where  trees  and  shrubs,  the  produce 
only  of  a  more  favourable  clime,  flourished 
indigenous.  The  arbus,  sorbu.s,  juniper,  and 
various  other  beautiful  shrubs  spread  their  lux- 
uriant branches  through  a  variety  of  forest 
trees,  and  even  rise  from  the  crevices  of  vast 
rocks  of  marble,  without  any  apparent  aid  from 
the  soil.  There  frequently  may  be  met  dif- 
ferent trees  growing  from  one  stem.  One  may 
see  an  ash,  oak,  birch,  and  hazel,  so  united  in 
the  trunk  of  an  old  holly,  that  they  all  appear 
to  thaw  their  existence  from  it.  However, 
these  sports  of  nature  may  l)e  easily  accounted 
for,  bv  birds  carrying  the  scvds  of  trees  and 
dropping  them  into  a  nunddei'.ng  trunk,  or 
-wafted  by  the  wind  into  crc-iccs  of  the  rocks, 
there  join  and  incorporate  riicmselvcs  together 

as 
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as  the}'  grow  up^vards.  Tlicse  natural  gar- 
dens, therefore,  required  but  little  assistance, 
except  an  inclosure  on  the  land  side,  and  cut- 
ting aAvay  the  superfluities  in  order  to  form 
walks,  &c.  besides  the  addition  of  such  exo- 
tics as  might  tend  to  heighten  the  scene. 
Amongst  theloTty  marble  cliffs,  which  burst  in 
many  places  through  the  trees,  I  observed 
luxuriant  vines,  twining  over  their  variegated 
sides,  and  rising  in  arbours  abdve  their  sum- 
mits. These  were,  probably,  planted  by  the 
monks  of  the  neighbouring  abbey,  formerly 
called  Irralagh  (i.  e.  on  the  lake)  the  ruins  of 
which  stand  in  these  delightful  gardens,  em- 
bosomed in  tall  and  venerable  trees.  It  u-as 
founded  by  Donald,  the  son  ofThady  ^I-Car- 
ty,  anno  144-0,  for  minorities  or  conventual 
franciscans,  and  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity. 
It  was  repaired  by  him  146S,  the  year  he  died, 
and  again  re-editied  iu  1600,  but  soon  after 
fell  to  decay. 

The 
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The  steeple  is  much  ruined,  but  most  other 
parts  are  very  intire,  particularly  four  clois- 
ters; from  the  centre  of  which  rises  a  yew  tree 
of  surprizing  growth,  to  the  height  of  sixty 
feet,  throwing  its  dark  branches  down  upon 
the  surrounding  walls  of  the  cloisters,  forming 
a\ast  canopy,  impervious  to  the  most  piercing 
rays  of  the  sun.  Many  dark  passages  and 
apartments  are  fitted  with  broken  ornaments, 
and  unusual  heaps  of  bones.  In  the  choir  is  a 
neat  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  J\Irs.  Galway  of  Killamy;  the  inscription 
elegant  and  feeling.  This  is  still  the  cemetery 
of  the  M'Carty  ]\Iores*,  and  has  been  so  from 
its  first  foundation.     On  the  outside  we  were 

*  More  signifies  great ;  and  when  attached  to  names,  de- 
notes tliem  to  be  tlie  head  or  leader  of  tlielr  sept  or  family. 
The  chief  families  in  this  county,  of  Irish  blood,  are  M'Carty 
More,  O'Sullivan  More,  with  O'Donoghoe,  Ross,  and 
M'Gillycuddy.  The  M'Cartles  had  originally  the  whole  of 
the  country  under  their  dominion. 

struck 
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struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  perfect  Golgo- 
tha—a pile  of  human  skulls  beyond  our  calcu- 
lation, occupying  a  space  of  twenty  feet  in 
length,  and  fourteen  in  height,  so  cemented 
together,  vnth  moss  and  other  vegetable  mat- 
ter, that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  them  from 
each  other.  This  is  probably  a  sad  memorial 
of  some  ancient  and  bloody  conflict  betAveen 
the  turbulent  chiefs  of  these  mountains.  The 
view  from  this  peninsula,  in  front,  compre- 
hends the  whole  of  the  lower  lake;  an  extent 
of  eight  miles  in  length,  and  four  across  to  th«i 
opposite  shores.  On  the  left  it  takes  in  jNIu- 
cruss,  or  Turk  Lake,  with  its  numerous  islands, 
backed  with  the  stupendous  mountain  of  Man- 
gerton.  On  the  right  it  is  beautifully  con- 
trasted; a  fine  fertile  country,  varied  by  gentle 
undulations,  skirting  the  eastern  side  of  the 
lower  lake.  Xor  has  Nature  stopped  her 
bounteous  hand,  after  cloathing  the  surface 
with  her  choicest  ornature;  but  even  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth  are  stored  with  minerals.  As 
for  copper,  few  mines  in  Europe  have  pro- 
K  duccd 
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duced  so  great  a  quantity  of  ore  in  a  given 
space,  as  tliis  has  done.  It  fell  into  the  hands 
of  a  Bristol  company  some  years  ago.  It  is 
now  but  inconsiderable*. 

These  hills  abound  with  lead  f,  but  particu- 
larly with  iron.  There  have  been  likewise 
specimens  of  tin  found.     Nennius,  mIio  Avrote 

*  This  mine,  in  the  space  of  a  year  after  Its  working,  afforded 
375  tons  of  ore,  which  produces  from  an  ounce  of  the  gene- 
ral sample,  five  peruiy -weights,,  eight  grains  of  copper;  being, 
considerably  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  pure  metal,  of  a  very 
fine  quality;  and  the  Bristol  company,  to  whom  tlie  proprie- 
tors of  this  work  sold  it,  must  have  extracted  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  copper;  as  it  is  well  known  from  the  bws  of  attrac- 
tion, that  a  large  portion  of  ore  will  yield  more  on  the  assay, 
in  proportion,  tlian  a  small  quantity. 

+  Lead  ore  from  the  barony  of  Glancrought,  which  con- 
tained -^^  parts  of  silver  in  each  ounce  of  lead,  which  is 
no  inconsiderable  quantity.  It  has  been  known,  that  the 
Dutch  have  formeriy  given  a  considerable  price  for  Iri.sh  lead, 
in  order  to  extract  the  silver  contained  therein  ;  which,  by  the 
luiskilfulness  of  our  refiners,  was  left  behind;  and  tliat  they 
have  sold  tlie  same  lead  cheaper  than  tiicy  bouglit  it,  whereby 
tliey  gained  a  considerable  profit. 

smith's  history  or  keeev,  p.  411. 
in 
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in  the  nintli  century,  and -wliicli  JMr.  O'Fla- 
heity,  in  his  Ogygia  Citis,  makes  mention  of 
them. 

Momonia  stagnum,  Lochlenius  undique  zonis 
Quatuor  ambitur  :    prior  est  exxre,  secunda 
Plumbca,  de  rigido  conflatur  tirtia  fcrro : 
Quarta  renidenti  pallJscit  linea  stanno. 

Loughland,  in  Munster,  four  great  zones  surroond, 
Witli  copper  first,  and  next  widi  Icad-'tis  boo/id  ; 
A  third  of  iron,  both  these  mines  inclose ; 
Pale  tin,  the  fourth,  doth  next  environ  those. 

O 'Flaherty  also  takes  notice  of  pearls  hav- 
ing been  found  in  the  lake,  "but because  of 
the  great  depth  of  the  Lough,  they  are  not  so 
frequently  found  in  it  as  in  the  river  Lane, 
which  runs  out  of  it."  Sir  James  "Ware  speaks 
of  an  Lish  pearl  being  presented  by  tiie  bishou 
of  Limerick,  to  Anselin,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, anno  10y4.  Many  of  our  pearls  are  of 
a  pale  and  dusky  colour;  yet  some  that  have 
been  found  in  the  northern  paits  of  die  king- 
K  2  dom. 
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doni,  arc  of  a  beautiful  colour,  and  valued  at 
eighty  pounds  sterling. 

I  do  not  think  we  shall  leave  this  for  five 
or  six  days;  so  it  is  more  than  probable  you 
-Nvill  have  another  letter  from  the  lakes.  1  shall 
conclude  with  the  much  admired  Dr.  Berk- 
ley's words,  who,  on  his  being  asked  his  opi- 
nion of  Mucruss,  answered,  that  "  The  French 
monarch  might  possibly  be  able  to  erect  ano- 
ther Versailles,  but  could  not,  Avith  all  his 
revenues,  lay  out  another  Mucruss." 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me. 


Your's,  Sec. 


G.  H. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XII. 


Killamy,  Friday  Night,  Sept. 


Dear  Sir, 

L  HE  countless  objects  which 
deservedly  claim  our  attention,  and  frequently 
distract  our  choice,  would  require  months  to  vi- 
sit and  admire.  We  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
trast our  excursions,  by  enjoying  its  terrene  and 
aqueous  beauties  alternately.  Yestenlav  mc 
got  on  board,  and  crossed  from  Ross  Castle  to 
Innisfallen,  the  most  pleasing  island  on  the 
lower  lake.  It  is  entirely  covered  with  forest 
and  fruit  trees,  intermingled  with  shrubs  and 
evergreens.  Its  shores,  varied  by  clitfs  and 
hanging  trees,  affording  many  small  and 
K  3  shall V 
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shady  bays  for  landing  in.  There  arc  here 
the  ruins  of  an  ancient  monastery,  but  very 
inconsiderable,  and  rude  in  execution.  The 
■walls  in  most  parts  are  nearly  levelled  with 
the  ground.  A  detached  building,  which  is 
now  re-edified  and  used  as  a  banqueting  room 
for  parties  of  pleasure,  retains  an  old  door-case, 
which  has  been  extremely  rich,  but  being  of  a 
soft  stone  is  much  defaced. 

This  house  was  founded  in  the  middle  of 
the  sixth  century,  by  St.  Finian*,  surnamed 
Lobhar,  (i.  e.  Lepper).  In  it  ^vas  formerly 
kept  a  chronicle,  which  is  often  quoted  by  Sir 
James  Ware,  and  other  historians,  under  the 
title  of  Annals  of  Innisfall  f.    The  extent  of  the 

island 

*  St.  Finian  flourished  in  the  sixth  century ;  his  father's 
rnme  was  Conail,  the  son  of  Eschad,  descended  from  Kian 
tlie  son  of  Alild,  king  of  Munster.  Besides  tliis  abbey  of 
Innisfallen,  he  founded  tliat  called  from  him,  i\jdfinnan,  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary ;  and  also  another  at  Cluanmore 
Madoc,  in  Leinster,  where  he  was  buried.  colgaw. 

I  These  annals  contain  a  sketch  of  universal  historj-,  from 


^Ill 
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island  is  twelve  or  thirteen  acres ;  the  soil  so  un- 
commonly rich,  that  it  has  given  rise  to  the  most 
extravagant  tales ;  however,  the  cattle  Avhicli 
are  put  on  it  thrive  so  astonishingly,  that  in  a 
short  time  their  fat  becomes  like  marrow ;  too 
soft  and  rich  for  the  manuficture  of  candles. 
There  are  many  fruit-trees,  plumbs,  pears, 
&c.  which  have  outlived  the  ^\Teck  of  this 
abbey.  In  11 80  it  -was  plundered  by  IMildwin, 
son  of  Daniel  O'Donoghoe,  of  a  great  trea- 
sure of  gold,  silver,  and  rich  goods  of  the 
adjacent  country,  which  had  been  deposited 
here  as  a  place  of  safety.  From  this  island 
there  is  a  charming  prospect  of  the  opposite 
shores  of    Glanad,     rising    into   magnificent 

the  creation  of  the  world  to  tlie  year  430,  or  thereabouts ;  but 
from  thence  tlie  annalist  gives  a  copious  account  of  the  affairs 
of  Ireland  down  to  his  own  time.  He  lived  to  the  year 
1215.  Sir  James  Ware  had  a  copy  of  them.  They  were 
continued  by  another  hand  to  the  year  1320.  Bishop  Nichol- 
son, in  his  Irish  historical  library,  informs  us,  that  the  Duke 
^CJiandos  hud  a  complete  copy  of  them  down  to  1320. 

K,  i|  mountains 
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mountains  variegated  with  forests  lialf  way 
up.  To  the  west  rises  Tomish  ;  his  lofty  pike 
piercing  the  clouds ;  along  their  sides  fall  nu- 
merous cataracts,  half  hid  from  the  distant  eye 
by  impervious  woods.  Around  are  spangled 
numberless  islands;  some  crouiied  with  arbu- 
tus, resembling  stately  ruins:  others  so  worn, 
by  the  lashing  of  the  waves,  that  ponderous 
arches  are  left  detached  from  the  main  rock, 
supported  only  by  slender  pillars,  terrible  tp 
pass  under.  To  the  north  and  east  the  shores 
are  low  but  beautifully  verdant.  Leaving  our 
provisions  with  the  fisherman,  who  lives  here, 
wc  embarked  ;  and,  gliding  along  the  delight- 
ful shades  of  Genad,  we  entered  iMucruss  lake, 
between  Brickcen  and  Dinas  island,  under  a  sin- 
gle gothic  arch,  which  is  throwTi  across  to  con- 
nect them.  This  lake  is  small,  but  very  marked 
in  its  character,  which  indeed  they  all  are*. 

The 

*  I  should  distingtush  the  upper  lake  as  being  tlie  most 
jublime ;  the  lower  the  most  beautiful ;  and  this  (Mucruss) 
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The  north  and  eastern  sides  are  broken  into 
the  most  grotesque  forms ;  the  rocks  are  stu- 
pendous, crowned  with  the  most  picturesque 
foliage,  unassisted  by  soil.  The  waving  groves 
of  Mucruss  lend  their  cool  and  grateful  shade, 
in  contrast  with  their  opposite  neighbour,  the 
rugged  woodless  Turk;  beyond  which,  in 
transcendent  maornitude  rises  JMantrerton. 


Over  head  up  grow 

Insuperable  height  of  loftiest  shade. 
Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching  palm, 
A  sylvan  scene  ;   and  as  the  ranks  ascend 
Shade  above  shade,  a  woody  theaUe 

Of  stateliest  view 

Luxuriant :  meanwhile  murmuring  waters  fall 
Down  the  slope  hills  dispers'd,  or  in  a  lake 
■  Unite  their  streams. 

Its  known  altitude  is  lO'JO  yards  above  the 
surface  of  the  lake,   which    lies    considcruhly 

Like  the  most  picturesque ;  the  winding  passage  le-ading  to 
the  upper,  contains  a  surprizing  combination  of  the  three, 
and  probably  is  not  to  be  exceeded  by  any  spot  in  the  world. 

higher 
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higher  than  the  sea*.  It  abounds  M'ith  ex- 
traordinary.objects,  well  worth  (to  the  curious 
naturalist)  the  trouble  of  exploring.  On  its 
■western  side  is  a  small  circular  lake,  or  bason, 
about  six  hundred  yards  in  diameter,  across 
the  top  ;■  from  the  brink,  looking  downwards, 
it  forms  a  fearful  depth  of  nearly  three  bun- 
dled yards;  its  sides  are  almost  perpendicular, 
and  of  an  equal  degree  of  declivity ;  this  the 
natives  call  the  Devil's  punch  bowl,  from  its 
similar  regular  concavity.  On  the  side  next 
]\Iucruss,  there  is  an  immense  perpendicular 
chasm,  equal  in  depth  to  the  height  of  the 
sides  of  the  bowl,  through  which  the  overtlow- 

*  M'Gillycuddv's  rocks  seera  higher  to  the  eye  ;  but  most 

liilli  which  are  conical,  and  terminating  in  points,   appear 

lu^htT  at  a  distance  than  those  mountains  whicu  hare  a  large 

surface  on  their  tops.     They  are  steeper  than  Mangcrton, 

and  have   more  terrible  precipices  and  declivities  ;  so  th.it  it 

was  in  a  manner  impossible   to  determine  their  height  by  a 

barometer. 

smith's  r.isTOKY  or  keerv^  p.   122. 

in"; 
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ing  of  this  lake  empties  itself,  tuniljling  down 
the  sides  of  the  hill,  nearly  two  hundred  feet 
into  Mucruss  lake,  forming  a  grand  and  bro- 
ken fall. 

On  our  return,  along  Glenaa,  we  discovered 
innumerable  echoes,  prodigiously  grand  and 
solemn,  particularly  from  the  cannon,  which 
burst  like  the  most  dreadful  thunder  rolling 
from  side  to  side;  frequently  dying  away, 
they  would  re-commence,  and '  approach  us 
slowly;  sometimes  interrupted  by  a  sudden 
sound  like  a  single  clap  of  tiiundcr,  answered 
by  two  or  three  distinctly,  then  mingle  into 
one  continued  sound,  seeming  as  if  the  moun- 
tains groaned  in  dreadful  labour,  such  as  pre- 
cedes the  most  horrible  commotion  of  na- 
ture. 

The  sad  and  awful  impressions  made  upon 
the  mintl  by  this  terrible  sublime  effect,  are 
delightfully  displaced  by  the  echoes  from  the 
horn,  which  are  exquisite,  and  the   very  soul 

of 
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of  harmony*.  Befoie  we  reached  the  island 
oflnnisfallen,  the  face  of  tlie  lake  became  to- 
tally changed;  the  sky  began  to  lower,  and 
darkened  the  surface  of  the  Avater,  assuming 
an  alarming  aspect,  particularly  to  us  Avho 
-were  unused  to  the  sudden  changes  that  are  fre- 
quently experienced  during  this  and  the  ensu- 
ing month.  The  boatmen  declaring  it  would 
be  squally,  pressed  forward  with  all  their  might. 
Thick  mists  hung  down  the  hills  and  hid  them 
entirely.  By  degrees  a  general  gloom  involv- 
ed the  whole,  Avhile  the  wind  swept  down  the 
sides  of  Glenaaand  Tomish;  lifting  the  waves 

*  There  are  certain  letters  which  no  echo  will  return,  or 
express,  particularly  an  S  ;  of  which  Lord  Bacon  gives  a 
pleasant  instance,  in  a  celebrated  echo  formed  by  tlie  wall? 
of  a  mined  church,  at  Pont  Charenton,  near  Paris  ;  where 
there  was  an  old  Parisian  who  took  it  to  be  the  work  of  spi- 
rits, and  of  good  spirits  ;  '  for,"  said  he,  '  if  you  call,  Satan, 
the  echo  will  not  deliver  back  the  Devil's  name,  but  will  say 
vat  en,  whicii  signifies  avoid;'  by  which  circumstance  his 
lordship  discovered  that  an  echo  would  not  return  an  S. 

to 
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to  an  alarming  Iieiglit,  gi\lng-  it  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  angry  Atlantic.  Tliis  was 
folloucfi  by  heavy  rain,  which,  with  the 
Avaves  breaking  over  us,  soaked  us  entirely 
through;  even  the  thick  coats  which  the  boat- 
men lent  us  proved  insufficient  to  protect  us 
from  the  spray.  At  length  we  gained  the 
island,  but  not  without  some  difficulty.  A 
good  fire  at  the  fisherman's  cottage,  where  our 
dinner  was  dressing,  proved  a  seasonable  re- 
lief; and  we  seated  ourselves  round  it  with  no 
small  degree  of  pleasure,  I  assure  you.  About 
four  o'clock  the  evening  calmed,  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  lake  resumed  its  wonted  serenitv; 
this  opportunity  we  availed  ourselves  of,  and, 
embarking,  crossed  over  to  tlie  woody  shores 
of  Glenaa,  where  we  were  instantlv  struck 
with  the  distant  roaring  of  O 'Sullivan's  cas- 
cade, which  eucreased  like  tremendous  thun- 
der, as  we  ascended  the  rocky  glen.  Vv'ith 
excessive  toil  we  forced  our  way  through  thick 
eutanii-lcJ 
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entangled   -woods  and  pathless  steeps,    till  at 
once  it  burst  upon  our  view. 

Smooth  to  the  shelving  brink  the  copious  flood 
Rolls  fair  and  placid  ;  where  collected  all. 
In  one  impetuous  torrent,  down  tlie  steep 
It  thundering  shoots,  and  shakes  the  country  round. 
At  first,  an  azure  street,  it  ushers  broad  ; 
Then  whitening  by  degrees  as  prone  it  falls  j 
And  from  the  loud-resounding  rocks  below 
Dash'd  in  a  cloud  of  foam,  it  sends  aloft 
A  hoary  mist,  and  forms  a  ceaseless  shower. 
Nor  can  the  tortured  wave  here  find  repose  : 
But,  raging  still  among  the  shaggy  rocks. 
Now  flashes  o'er  the  scattered  fragments,  now 
Aslant  the  hollowed  channel  rapid  darts  ; 
And  falling  fast  from  gradual  slope  to  slope, 
\\'ith  wild  infracted  coiu-se  and  lessened  roar. 
It  gains  a  safer  bed. 

TIicsc  lines  of  Thomson  so  truly  depict  the 
scene,    tliat  I   could  not   resist  describing  it 
with  his  words.      Here  we  met  with  some  girls 
gathciing  nuts,  lightly  attired,  in  all  the  sim- 
plicity 


I 


A    TOUR    I>f    IRELAXD.  I43 

piicityof  primeval  innocence,   pretty,  and  ex- 
ceedingly modest. 

After  returning  to  Innisfallcn,  'we  re-cm- 
barked,  and  proceeded  homewards;  the  siiades 
of  evening  spread  over  the  hills,  and  wrapt 
their  forests  in  one  deep  undistinguishable 
gloom;  the  islands  appearing  but  as  black 
specks  upon  the  faintly  glowing  surface  of  the 
waters.  All  was  still,  except  where  the  dis- 
tant wave  unceasing  lashed  agaiiKt  the  broken 
shore,  producing  a  solitary  sound,  which  ren- 
dered silence  still  more  perceptible  and  im- 
pressive. 

"When  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Ross 
Castle,  the  boatmen  rested  on  their  oars,  while 
the  horn  sounded  four  notes;  these  were  re- 
turned once  from  the  castle,  after  a  lapse  of 
about  six  seconds,  amazingly  perfect.  aiKi 
rather  louder  than  the  horn.  After  about 
thirty  seconds  more,  a  low  and  regular  chord 
composed  of  the  four  notes,  M-as  heard  amon? 
the  hills;  one  note  for  a  short  space  continu- 
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ing  whilst  two  would  rise  and  fall;  displacing 
each  other  irregularly,  but  still  forming  har- 
mony, and  seemingly  endeavouring  to  liberate 
themselves  from  the  hills  which  at  length  they 
apparently  effect,  and  move  around  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

This  has  all  the  effect  of  magic  upon  the 
musical  mind,  and  lifts  it  above  the  ordinary 
feelings  of  its  nature. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 

G.  H. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  XIII. 


Tuesday,  Sept.  5. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  letter,  I  have  spent 
most  of  my  time  amongst  the  alpine  regions 
which  extend  west  of  the  lakes,  and.  which, 
until  lately,  were  esteemed  impassable :  they 
are  prodigious,  and  abound  in  sublime  scenerv, 
particularly  a  deep  chasm  or  glin,  called  t!ie 
Gap  :  Ave  left  town  yesterday  morning  for  the' 
purpose  of  seeing  it.  On  our  way  Ave  passed 
NcAV  Pallice,  the  seat  of  the  late  ^I'Carty 
More,  near  Avhich  are  tiie  ruins  of  another  old 
seat  belonging  to  that  family,  also  called  Pal- 
lice. Towards  the  west  cud  of  the  lake  is 
i  Tomes. 
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Tomes  (or  Tomics),  the  ;inciciit  sc;it  of  O'Siil- 
livan  More.  Dunlow  castle,  tlie  residence  of 
'Mr.  ?.Ialiony,  is  charmingly  situated  on  an 
eminence,  commanding  a  noble  prospect  of 
the  lower  lake,  and  the  winding  Launc,  -which 
-watL'rs  its  woody  base  in  its  way  to  the  bay  of 
Castlemain.  Towards  the  south  we  entered 
the  glin  by  a  ditlicult  pass,  and  soon  found 
ourselves  enveloped  by  steep  and  lofty  moun- 
tains, with  dreadful  dark  precipices  overhang- 
ing us  ;  through  the  middle  runs  a  stream,  in 
some  parts  inconsiderable,  but  in  others  ex- 
panded into  louglis. 

Arriving  at  a  bridge  of  rude  and  massy 
architecture,  which  grouped  admirably  with 
the  grand  whole,  we  alighted  from  our  horses, 
which  we  now  found  unsafe  to  ride,  from  the 
rough  uncertain  footing  bencatli  us ;  so  lead- 
ing tiu'm  I)y  the  bridles,  we  passed,  with 
some  exertions,  alcpg  tlie  ba.se  of  the  Purple 
?vIo;intains,  so  called  from  a  beautiful  kind  of 
licath  v.hicli  covers  their  sidc'^  almost  to  their 

tops, 


A    TOUR    I^-    IRELAXD.  14? 

tops,  with  aperpetual  bloom.  Here  we  were  asto- 
nished by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the 
rocks,  rising  in  horrid  grandeur  to  the  clouds, 
which  slowly  passed  their  summits  ;  by  which 
we  concluded  we  were  behind  the  upper  lake. 

Seating  ourselves  underneath  a  projecting 
rock,  we  counted  nine  cascades  precipitating 
from  different  cliffs,  down  immense  declivi- 
ties, forming  a  most  magnificent  appearance. 
You  may  picture  to  yourself  a  just  idea  of  the 
general  face  of  this  country,  when  I  tell  yoa 
that  this  is  but  one  of  the  numerous  defiles 
which  lead  through  these  stupendous  moun- 
tains. 

Fatigue,  at  length,  put  a  $top  to  our  further 
progress,  and  we  Avere  necessitated  to  turn 
our  steps  homeward,  Mithout  satisfying  our 
curiosity  as  to  the  extent  and  course  of  this 
tremendous  passage.  Amongst  the  rocks  I 
found  greatplenfy  of  the  Sedum  ^Montanum*, 

or 

*  jVIr.  Ray,  in  his  Historic  Plar.tjnim,  mentions  it  as  j  pl.int 
common  in  all  our  gardens,  but  where  It  ^ows  naf-iniUy  is 
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or  London  Pridf,  ^vllich  l)crc,  iis  wdl  as  on 
theslioics  ofthe  lakes,  giwrs  with  uncommon 
luxuriance  ;  the  Arbutus  and  Sorbus  are  here 
likewise  scattered  through  tlie  clifts,  a  proof 
tliat  these  shrubs  were  not  planted  by  the 
monks  in  the  islands  of  the  lakes,  as  some 
have  asserted,  but  the  spontaneous  produce  of 
these  hills. 

We   propose    leaving  Killarny    to-morrow 
n-.orning,  and  shall  direcl  our  course  towards 
Cork  ;   I,    however,     cannot    quit   it  Avithout 
speaking  of  tlie  novelties  of  the  chace,  wliich 
here  is  enjoyed  iu  a  manner  peculiar  to  the 
s];f^t.     The  echoes  caused  by  this  sport  rever- 
berate the  sounds  in  a  manner  not  to  be  be- 
lieved   by    any   but    those   ^v\\o   have    heard 
them  ;  the  duration  of  a  single  sound   being 
near  a  minute,  and  yet  the  repercussions  are 
Innumerable,   and  the  variety  inconceivable. 
Tlie  deer  arc  rou;(  d    from    the    deep   woods 
not  as  VC-;  kr.own  to  us  ;  he  never  found  It  in  all  his  travels, 
ir.di^eno'ij.     It  grows  In  ihe  Muskcry  Hills,   and  several 
o'hc-s  '-i  ihi-*  ccuntv  ol'Curk,  as  wdl  as  this  county. 

wliich 
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which  skirt  tlie  lake  by  liuutcrs  u^cd  to  tlic 
sport  oil  foot,  as  horses  are  useless,  not  being 
able  to  make  their  way  through  the  bottoms, 
nor  rise  the  steep  declivities.  The  hills  are 
lined  ivitli  liardy  peasants,  who  encounter  the 
most  imminent  danger  and  extreme  fatigue  to 
.assist  and  enjoy  the  chace ;  while  on  the  lake 
are  scattered  numerous  boats,  full  of  anxious 
spectators.  The  animal  darting  from  his  co- 
vert, makes  towards  the  soft  lawns,  which 
sometimes  verge  upon  the  lake;  and  bounding 
along  the  shore,  he  is  hotly  pursued  by  his 
loud-tongued  enemies,  Avhose  various  notes, 
and  the  cheering  shouts  of  the  men  along  the 
hills,  joined  with  the  sounding  horns  through 
the  woods  and  on  the  lake,  cause  one  conti- 
nued roll  of  harmonic  thunder  among  the  hills 
and  hanging  forests.  He  now  looks  upwards, 
and  panting  seeks  the  rocky  eminence,  but  in 
vain ;  his  lofty  antlers,  once  his  pride,  aie 
now,  alas,  his  ruin  1 — lie  presses  on,  plunging- 
in  entangled  boughs  ami  thickets,  whicii 
I.  J  rniel'v 
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criieHy  retard  his  progress,  till  i;-laiK'ing  back- 
wards,    he   sees    his    open-mouthed   enemies 
gaining  on  his  heels,   then  downwards  again 
he  bounds  and  gains  tlie  shore ;   but  here  he 
is   assailed  by  the  loud  shouts  and  horns,    of 
the  enjoying  spectators  in  their  crowded  boats. 
He  hesitates — once  more  looks  upward  ;   but 
the  hills  are  insurmountable,  and  his  favourite 
shades  now  oppose   his  flight  and  refuse  him 
shelter.     A  moment   longer  he  stops — looks 
back: — the  roaring  of  the  dogs  are  in  his  ears 
—their  eagn-  mouths  send  forth  the  cry  of 
death  as  they  gain  upon  liis  lagging  steps — 
the  big  tears  start  from  his  di.->cracted  eyes, 
Avhich  are  fixed  in  ardent  gaze  upon  the  lake, 
his  liLst  and  sad  retreat.    Suddenly,  in  despera- 
tion, he  plunges  from  the  bank,  and  gives  his 
ample  breast  unto  the  wave.     But,   alas  !  his 
fate  his  fixed — he  gains  but  a  few  minutes  re- 
spite— the    shouting   boatmen    surround    the 
victim — he  is   dragged  with   ropes  into   their 
boat — and,    with    peals    of   exultation     that 

thunder 
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thunder  tlnough  tlic  woods,  lie  is  brought  to 
land. 

Thus  snatching  his  life  from  the  cruel  pack, 
iie,  fainting,  yields  it  to  relentless  man. 

The  peasantry  of  the  county  are  very  mark- 
ed in  their  character ;  tall  and  well  propor- 
tioned, black  liair,  brown  complexion,  and 
Avith  very  expressive  eyes.  Their  mental  facul- 
ties are  very  acute  and  lively  ;  and  amongst 
the  uncultivated  part  of  the  country,  many 
may  be  met  with  who  are  good  Latin  scholars, 
yet  do  not  speak  a  word  of  English.  Greek 
is  also  taught  in  the  mountainous  parts  by 
some  itenerant  teachers ;  on  which  hear  what 
]\fr.  Smith  says  : — 

"  Classical  reading  extends  itself  even  to  a 
fault  amongst  the  lower  and  poorer  kind  in 
this  county;  many  of  whom,  to  the  taking 
them  off  more  useful  A\-orks,  have  greater 
knowledge  in  tliis  way,  than  some  of  the  let- 
ter sort  in  other  places;  neither  is  tliC  genius 
of  the  commonalty  eon  lined  to  this  kind  of 
L  4  lournin'r 
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learning  alone;  for  I  saw  a  poor  man,  near 
Blackstoncs,  who  had  a  tolerable  notion  of 
calculating-  the  epacts,  golden  number,  domi- 
nical letter,  the  moons  phases,  and  even 
eclipses,  although  he  had  never  been  taught 
to  read  English." 

I  will  not  conclude  this  letter  until  I  arrive  at 
Cork.  I  leave  this  delightful  spot  with  regret, 
and  not  without  hopes  of  visiting  it  again.. 
Farewell. 

Cork,  Thursday,  Sept.  7. 

Yesterday  morning  carl\-,  we  dej^arted 
from  the  Lakes,  three  miles  from  which  we 
entered  upon  a  boggy  mountainous  tract.  On 
our  right,  we  were  iv.iuli  struck  -with  the  sin- 
gular appearance  of  llie  two  hills,  called  the 
Paps.  They  are  smoothly  formed  to  the 
fairest  proportiou,  imitating  in  the  closest 
manner  the  beautiful  outline  of  a  woman's  bo- 
som. On  the  summit  of  each  is  a  rock,  re- 
sembling the  nipple  of  the  breast  (an  odd  coin- 
cidence), giving  a  most  interesting  fniish  to 
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the  wliole :  tlicy  derive  tlieir  name  from  tins 
extraordinary  similarity.  Quitting  tlie  coun- 
ty of  Kerrv,  we  entered  the  county  of  Cork, 
near  ^lill-strcet,  where  we  stepped  to  take 
some  refreshment,  before  we  encountered 
the  Baggra  mountains,  which  extend  tliem- 
selves  nearly  ten  miles.  In  winter,  these  wilds 
are  in  most  places  impassable  ;  but  in  summer, 
har.d  and  firm,  producing  grass  and  heath, 
and  grazed  by  vast  herds  of  cattle,  which  are 
removed  to  the  low  lands,  wlien  the  season  is 
over.  Elack  fogs  are  engendered,  and  con- 
stantly hang  round  these  iuhospitable  hills. 


The  hrnwn  burnt  earth 


Of  fruits  and  flowers,  and  every  verdure  spoil' d, 
Barreii  and  bnre,  a  joyless  dreary  ^.i^tc, 
Tliin  cot<-ag"d,  and  in  time  of  U;}ing  ncedj 

Abandon'd. 

Those  roving  mistJ,  that  constant  now  begin 
To  smoak  along  tlic  hilly  country,  tliese 
The  mountain  cisterns  fill ;  those  grand  re3cr\-es 
Of  water,  scoop' d  among  the  hollow  rocks. 
Whence  g\ish  th-j  stre.-.ms,  Lhe  ceaseless  fountains  play, 

Aad 
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And  their  unfailing  stores  the  rivers  draw. 
To  send  a  tliund'ring  torrent  to  tlic  main." 

To  the  west,  the  hills  of  ]\Iuskery  lift  their 
dark  summits,  and  lend  their  assistance  to  this- 
dreary  scene,  conveying  the  appearance  of  a 
boundless  rocky  desert.  On  the  borders,  near 
the  road  side,  is  Donaglimore,  the  patron  saint 
of  Mliich  was  named  Lacliteen  ;  and  some 
years  ago,  a  brazen  hand  Mas  kept  here  as  a 
liolv  relick,  by  which  the  people  swore  upon 
solemn  occasions  ;  but  it  Avas  removed,  very 
propeilv,  by  order  of  one  of  the  lloman  Ca- 
tiiolic  bish.ops  of  Cloyne.  Passing  Blarney 
castle,  five  miles  brought  us  to  Cork,  fa- 
tigued to  death,  and  happy  to  rest  our  -wearied 
limbs. 

Yua  nuist  not  expect  a  particular  account 
of  tliis  city,  it  does  not  come  within  tlie  limits 
of  my  time  or  plan;  and  as  it  can  be  met  with 
in  other  works*,  to  them  therefore  I  shall  re- 
fer vou,  my  principal  aim  being  to  local  situa- 
*  SmlUrs  Kistor)'  of  Cork,  &:c. 
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tions  and  circanistances.  Tlie  anticiit  name 
given  to  this  city  by  the  Irish,  was  Corcach+, 
and  Corcach-Bascoin,  signifying  a  marshy 
place ;  and  the  harbour  was  called  Eealagh 
Conliach.  In  the  ninth  century  it  was  en- 
larged by  the  Danes,  and  walled,  as  were  se- 
veral other  maritime  to\vns  about  the  same  pe- 
riod. They  enriched  themselves  equally  by 
commerce  and  piracy,  which  in  earlier  ages 
was  not  accounted  hifaraous.  -The  city  lies 
mostly  on  a  marshy  island,  surrounded  by  the 
river  Lee,  that,  about  ten  miles  below  the  city, 
empties  itself  into  the  sea.  It  is  admirably 
situated  for  commerce,  and  since  the  bixtcenth 

*  An  anonymous  writer  of  the  life  of  St.  Cadroc,  supposed 
to  be  wrote  about  the  year  lOiO,  deduces  the  origin  of  some 
of  the  Irish  f'.oni  a  city  of  Asia  Minor,  on  the  river  P.-.ctolus, 
called  Choriscon,  whose  inhabitr.nts  made  a  migradon  in  or- 
der to  settle  in  Thrace  ;  but  by  storms  and  accidents,  they  were 
thro\"n  upon  Ireland.  The  writer  describes  the  voyage  with 
all  the  gravity  and  cir'^-r-istance  of  a  fellow  voyager,  with 
th.cse  Choriscons  ;  and  asseru,  tliat  they  having  seized  liiis 
district  with  some  otliers,  named  it  Corischia. 

century 
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century  luis  encrcascfl"  beyond  Linu'rick  and 
AV'atcrford,  which  tlicn  weic  accounted  before 
it,  and  now  bears  the  same  proportion,  with  re- 
spect to  size,  to  Dubhn,  that  Bristol  does  to  '| 
London ;  but  very  superior  to  Dubhn  in  com- 
merce. Formerly,  the  suburb  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  was  better  built  and  more  popu- 
lous than  that  on  the  north  side  ;  but  lately, 
this  last  has  expanded  much  beyond  the 
former.  "Within  the  space  of  sixty  years  it  has 
encrcascd  thrice  its  size  ;  its  commerce  keep- 
ing pace  with  its  population.  There  wercan- 
tiently  twelve  churches  in  and  al)out  Cork,  as 
appears  from  a  paragraph  in  king  Edward  the 
Fourth's  charter.*  The  cathedral  was  found- 
ed by  St.  Finbar,    to  whom  it  Avas  dedicated, 

*  I.  St.  Mary  Shandon  ;  2.  St.  Caiharhie ;  3.  St.  Brcn- 
dnn,  on  tlic  north  side  of  the  river;  4.  C'hriitchurch  ;  5.  St. 
Peter;  6.  St.  John;  ;.  St.  Niehula.-i  ;  S.  St.  B.-idgot  ;  9.  St. 
Mar)'  de  Kard  ;  10.  St.  Stephen,  the  five  last  on  tlie  south 
side  of  tiie  river  ;  II.  St.  Laurence's  cliapel,  ne.ir  ilie  south 
gate;   and  12.  St.  Fir.bar's,   the  cathedral;   St.  Anne's  and 
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in  tlie  seventh  ccntui}'*.  Gilla-,'Iu!:i  O  'Mu- 
gin,  bishop  of  Cork,  and  his  successors.  Gre- 
gory and  Pteginald  are  mentioned  as  the  prin- 
cipal benefaftors  to  tliis  church,  whicli  by 
length  of  time  fell  greatly  into  decay  and  ruin. 
ItAvas  rebuilt  in  the  year  17^5,  and  is  a  hand- 
some building  of  Grecian  architecture;  the 
choir  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  Cashel ;  there 
were  six  abbeys,  but  very  little  of  their  re- 
mains are  to  be  seen  f-     Of  late,  Cork  has  not 

been 

*  The  name  of  Fiiibnr,  literally  signilies,  wliite  or  gre)- 
headed  ;  his  real  name  was  Lachan,  being  so  baptized  ;  he 
was  a  native  of  Connaught,  and  having  sat  seventeen  years  in 
this  see,  died  at  Cloyne,  in  the  midst  of  his  friends  ;  his 
bones,  several  years  after,  were  deposited  in  a  siher  shrine, 
and  kept  in  this  cathedral.  It  is  said,  tliat  in  i-.is  convent 
were  seventeen  prelates  constantly  residing,  and  ;00  of  the 
clergy. 

t  Gill  Abbey,  founded  on  the  soulli-west  side  of  the  city, 
by  St.  Finbar,  for  canons  regular  of  St.  Auguslin.  Near  is 
a  cave,  called  by  ancient  MSS.  the  cave  of  St.  Finbar. 
According  to  Sir  James  ^V.lr;^  diis  is  the  house  wliich  St. 
Bernard  calls  Monasteri'.im  Ibrr.ccnsc. 

A  convc:!t 
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been  cslcciiicd  a  dcfcnfeible  city,  being  com- 
manded by  eminences  on  both  sides  ;  but  pre-  -^^ 
vious  to  the  use  of  gunpowder,  its  insular  si- 
tuation, and  being  surrounded  by  strong  -walls 
flanked  with  round  towers,  rendered  it  a  sta- 
tion of  the  first  consequence.     In  1 197  it  was 

A  convent  of  Augustine  Cremites,  founded  on  the  south 
side  of  the  city,  by  Patrick  de  Courcy,  baron  of  Kinsale, 
about  the  year  1420. 

A  monastery  of  Dominicans,  or  Black  Monks,  founded  by 
die  Barrys,  anno  122Q.  Tlie  figure  of  Philip  de  Barry,  the 
principal  benefactor,  on  horseback,  in  brass,  formerly  hung 
up  m  the  church. 

A  prior)-  of  the  Benedictine  order,  founded  by  John,  Earl 
of  Morcton  (afterwards  king  John),  in  the  12th  century, 
which  he  made  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Batli,  in  England. 

A  monastery  of  Franciscaas,  or  Grey  Friars,  founded 
1231  ;  Ware  says  1240,  by  Philip  Prendergrast.  Trad- 
ding  says,  the  founder  was  M'Carty  More,  whose  tomb 
stood  in  die  midst  of  tlic  choir.  From  the  strict  discipline 
kept  in  this  house,  it  obtained  tlie  name  of  the  mirror  of  Ire- 
land. In  the  church,  which  wxs  a  stately  edifice,  king 
James  II.  heard  mass,  in  March  ltJS8,  being  supported 
through  tlie  streets  of  die  city  by  two  Franciscan  friars,  and 
attended  by  several  others  of  die  same  order. 

the 
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the  only  strong  toMX-r  in  all  r\Iunstcr  which 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  EngHsh  ;  to  se- 
cure which,  an  army  was  marched  to  its  suc- 
cour ;  but  the  troops  of  Desmond,  with  levies 
from  Connaught,  headed  by  O'Loughlan,  chief 
of  the  antient  house  of  the  northern  Hy  Nial, 
and  Cathal,  Prince  of  Connaught,  meeting 
them,  gave  them  a  signal  defeat;  and  be- 
sieging Cork,  cut  off  the  garrison  from  all  suc- 
cour, and  obliged  it  to  surrender*.  After- 
wards, it  was  again  possessed  by  the  English, 
and  held  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
James  I.  when  the  inhabitants  took  up  arms, 
set  up  the  mass,  and  defied  the  English  power. 
However,  they  were  besieged  by  Sir  Charles 
Wilmot,  and  Sir  George  Thornton  ;  and  not 
being  in  a  situation  to  hold  out,  opened  the 
gates  to  the  lord  deputy  jMountjoy.  I'pon 
this  occasion,  tiie  fort  on  the  south  side  of  the 
town  was  rebuilt  as  a  citadel,  to  curb  the  ci- 
tizens in  future. 


Lchiul's  Kistorv  of  Irc!.;nd. 

Tu 
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In  IG'JO,  it  v,-as  again  besieged  hy  the  Earl 
of  AJarlborough,  and  held  out  five  days  :  the 
garrison,  consisting  of  4500  men,  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war.  Within  these  few  years 
this  city  has  been  much  improved,  by  fdling 
up  the  old  canals  and  dykes,  on  which  hand- 
some streets  were  erected  ;  still  there  are  many 
remaining,  embanked  similar  to  the  cities  in 
Holland,  which  cannot  be  M'holesome  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  parade  is  the  resort  of  much 
fashionable  company  ;  it  is  a  fine  street,  ter-. 
minating  in  the  river  Lee  ;  and  in  the  centre, 
an  equestrian  statue  of  George  II.  The  Mar- 
dyke  is  a  beautiful  public  walk,  extending  along 
the  banks  of  the  ri\  cr  nearly  a  milein  length, 
planted  on  each  side  with  trees,  which  throw 
a  pleasant  shade  ;  between  them  are  seen  the  i\ 
opposite  banks  of  the  river,  rising  into  heights, 
spangled  over  with  houses  ami  hanging  gar- 
dens, that  reach  from  the  brink  to  the  smn- 
mit,  M-hicli,  w'llh  the  passing  boats,  render  it 
a  most  pleasing  promenade.  There  is  an 
liaiulsome 
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handsome  custom-liouse  and  cxcliange,  ofmo- 
dern  date.  Notwithstanding  the  numerous 
quays,  the  shipping  load  and  discharge  by 
means  of  Hghters  or  barges,  carrying  in  ge- 
neral thirty  tons,  which  are  loaded  at  the 
doors  of  the  storehouses,  and  conveyed  down 
the  river  to  the  stations  at  Cove  and  Passage. 
We  purpose  making  some  excursions  into 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  so  you  may 
expefl  to  hear  from  me  soon  again. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir, 

And  believe  me, 

Your's,  Sec. 

G.  H. 


I.ETTER 
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LETTER  XIV. 


Saturday,  Sept.  g. 

Dear  Sir, 

r  ROM  tlie  distant  view  we  had 
of  Elarney  Castle,  on  the  evening  we  arrived 
at  Cork,  we  determined  on  taking  the  first 
opportunity  of  visiting  it,  which  we  did  yes- 
terday. It  Ues  on  the  river  Aubeg,  about  four  M 
miles  from  Cork,  and  was  built  by  Cormac 
IVI'Carty,  surnamed  Laidcr,  who  came  into 
the  lordship  in  1449,  and  was  esteemed  one 
of  the  strongest  fortresses  in  Munster.  In  the 
Pacata  Ilibernia,  it  is  described  as  being  com- 
posed of  four  large  piles  joined  in  one.  These 
piles,  I  suppose,  meant  great  to\vers,   one  of 

Avhicli 


I 
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wliich  remains,  of  an  immense  size  ;  it,->  foun- 
dation is  laid  in  the  solid  rock,  Avhicli  secures 
it  from  mining,  the  walls  are  eighteen  feet 
thick,  and  are  flanked  with  bastions.  In  l602, 
Cormac  M'Dermot  Carty,  was  accused  of 
holding  treasonable  correspondence  with  the 
rebels,  and  obliged  f??  deliver  this  castle  into 
the  possession  of  Captain  Taafe,  for  her  IMa- 
jest\-'s  use.  This  Cormac  is  represented  as  a 
man  of  great  power,  being  able  to  raise  a  thou- 
sand men  at  a  call ;  he  also  possessed  the  cas- 
tles of  Macroomp  and  Kilcrea*;  the  latter  he 
gave  up  to  the  lord  president  Carew,  being 
then  his  prisoner,  but  escaped  out  of  his  hands 
soon  after.  Great  part  of  the  original  build- 
ino'  is  entirely  down,    but  the  additions  which 

*  The  M'Carties  were  summoned  by  parliament  as 
Barons  of  Blarney.  In  the  reign  of  EUzabeth  they  were  cre- 
ated Viscounts  of  Muskery ;  and  by  Charles  II.  Earls  of  Clan- 
carty.  The  two  principal  branches  of  this  great  family  were, 
M'Carty  More,  created  by  Elizabetli,  Earl  of  Clancare,  or 
Glencare,  in  Kerry;  and  tlie  above  famUy,  called  M- Carty 
Keagh,  of  Carberj',  an  immense  terriior}-. 

^l  c  have 
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li;i\c  been  adilcd,  were  so  judieioiisly  designed 
and  executed,  tliat  they  become  now  a  part, 
admirably  blending  with  the  whole,  and  do 
not  ofientl  the  eye  by  incongruity.  In  the 
grounds  are  very  curious  masses  of  artificial 
rocks,  the  best  managed  I  ever  saw  :  age  has 
covered  them  with  moss  and  various  kinds  of 
herbage,  giving  them  all  the  appearance  of 
being  natural.  Tlie  majestic  trees  which  sur- 
round the  castle,  and  spread  their  dark  shade 
over  the  grounds,  diffuse  a  gloom  that  ac- 
cords well  with  the  building,  and  is  by  no 
means  unplcasing.  This  manor,  with  a  large 
estate  in  t!.i>  county,  Mere  foneited  by 
Ai'Carty*,  Earl  of  Ciancarty,  for  hisadherencc 

to 

*  Ht  u  as  pardoned  bv  i.lng  Willinm,  on  condition  of 
liri\  ir.'  il'.c  count;-}  v.  itiiin  a  ^ivcn  period,  and  allowed  a  pen- 
sion of  JCCl.  pi.r  aiinuna  for  life,  and  never  to  take  up  arms 
n^j.iinst  llie  Pretcit.'.nt  succe.ision.  He  retired  to  Hamburgii, 
and  purchased  a  small  island  in  the  mouth  of  tlie  Elbe,  from 
liie  cil'.zi-jis  i-f  iUtena,  which  went  by  his  own  name  ; 
..ill  It  he  (  rci.-.ed  a  cv!-.\  vnitut  d\\elling  house,  and  .1  range  of 
storehouses. 
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to  James  11.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
JeftVies,  being  purcliascd  from  the  crown.  At 
present  it  is  undergoing  a  thorough  icpair, 
and  I  must  own  I  felt  a  sincere  pleasure  in 
contemplating  its  renovation,  and  resumption 
of  its  antient  dignity. 

Were  gentlemen  to  consider  the  respectabi- 
lity M'hich  such  residences  attach  to  their  name 
and  family,  we  should  not  meet  with  so  many 
noble  piles  mouldering  away  in  ruined  gran- 
deur, the  indisputable  documents  of  our  an- 
cestors" power  and  magnificence.  This  rastle 
annoyed  Cork  exceedingly  in  the  war  of  iWl, 
but  was  taken  by  Lord  Broghill,  in  1646. 
storehouses,  and  made  considerable  profit  by  shipwrecks;  but 
continued  to  give  tlie  distressed  all  the  relief  In  his  po\ver. 
and  saved  the  lives  of  many  ;  his  profit  arose  from  goods 
tlirown  on  his  island,  which  he  placed  in  his  storehouses; 
and  if  demanded  by  their  owners  within  tlie  space  of  a  year, 
he  returned  them,  requiring  only  two  per  cent,  for  the  store- 
room ;  if  not,  he  made  use  of  Uiem  as  lus  own.  He  died  lure 
October  22,  1/34,  .aged  sbcty-four;  leaving  behind  lum  two 
sons  ;  Robert,  afterwards  a  commodore  in  die  En^h-ii  na\>-, 
and  Justin  JM'Carty,  Esq. 


I 
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The  lands  are  mostly  under  corn  and  pasture, 
tlic  soil  is  a  yellowish  clay,  which  they  manure 
with  lime. 

Monday  Night,  Sept.  II. 

This  morning  we  set  out  to  see  Cove  Island, 
and  the  harbour.  Having  rode  to  Passage, 
we  embarked  on  board  a  small  boat,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  western  channel,  where  we  ^ 
had  to  encounter  a  strong  current  and  a  bois- 
terous wind,  particularly  under  the  cliffs  of 
INIoncktown  castle,  a  massive  ruin,  flanked 
with  square  towers.  With  much  difficulty, 
and  some  danger  from  the  heavy  swell,  we 
gained  Cove  town,  a  wretched  dirty  place, 
inhabited  chiefly  by  sailors  and  fishermen. 
This  island  forms  one  side  of  the  harbour,  and 
]~  ibur  miles  long  and  two  broad ;  it  M-as 
formerly  called  the  Island  of  Barrymore,  from 
its  belonging  to  that  family.  The  chief  pas- 
sage to  it  M-as  on  the  north  side,  where  the 
channel  is  very  narrow,  and  was  defended  by 
tlic  castle  of  Bally  velly,  built  by  the  Ilodnets, 
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once  a  potent  sept  in  tliis  country;  to  the  west 
of  which,  is  Ronayne's  Grove,  originally  called 
Hodnefs  Wood.  From  the  gardens  tliere  is 
a  cliarming  view  of  the  opposite  town  of  Pas- 
sage, and  up  the  river  to  Cork  ;  the  banks 
covered  with  houses  and  gardens,  conveying 
a  most  happy  effect  of  population  and  riches. 
On  the  eastern  side  is  Eelgrove,  commanding 
a  prospect  of  the  eastern  channel  of  the  island, 
Avhich  is  broad  and  deep,  forming  a  noble  ba^ 
son.  Near  Cove,  at  a  place  called  Cuskin- 
ny,  is  a  fine  fort,  generally  called  Cove  Fort ; 
it  is  composed  of  three  tiers  of  guns;  the  lower 
range,  on  a  level  with  the  water,  mounts  eight 
twenty-four  pounders ;  the  middle  over  it, 
twelve  twenty-four  pounders ;  and  the  upper, 
twenty  twenty-four  pounders.  The  barracks 
are  situated  over  the  fort  ;  and  here  there  is 
another  battery,  now  planning  out  by  the  en- 
gineer, for  defence  on  the  land  side ;  the  shore 
along  this  part  is  bold,  and  the  Mater  deep. 
Nearly  opposite  are  the  small  islands  of  Spike 
M  -i  and 
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and  Howlbowlin,  happily  situated  to  prevent 
the  tide  of  ebb,  and  land  floods,  from  da- 
maging the  shipping  which  ride  before  Cove. 
Nature,  in  forming  this  harbour,  has  done  all 
the  most  skilful  engineer  could  Avish,  both 
as  to  security  and  strength,  and  it  is  generally 
thought  to  be  one  of  the  most  commodious  in 
the  world,  being  capable  of  containing  many 
hundred  of  the  largest  ships  of  war  without 
the  least  inconvenience. 

The  entrance  is  defended  by  Spike  island,  .w 

and  Carlisle  forts  ;  the  latter  of  very  consider- 
able strength,  and  seated  on  high  and  craggy 
cliffs,  commanding  the  outer  mouth,  or  en- 
trance :  on  the  whole,  this  harbour,  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  answers  the  fine  descrip- 
tion given  by  Virgil,  in  his  first  jEncid,  of  a 
beautiful  port  : — 

"  Within  a  long  recess,  there  lies  a  bay. 

An  island  shades  it  from  the  rolling  sea. 

And  forms  a  port,  secure  for  ships  to  ride,  ,^ 

Broke  by  jutting  land  on  either  side,  J. 

In  double  streanis  the  briny  waters  glide  ^ 
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Betwixt  two  rows  of  rocks  :   a  sylvan  scene 
Appears  above,  and  groves  for  ever  green." 

The  clustering  groupes  of  shipping,  M'hich  :it 
a  distance  appear  like  tar  extending  groves,  arc 
highly  entertaining :   the  various  vessels  from 
diflFerent  countries,  the  lofty  ships  of  war,  and 
numerous  small  craft,    give  this  spot  a  most 
pleasing  animated  appearance.  Having  crossed 
the  harbour,  we  landed  near  Rostillian,  a  noble 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Inchiquin  ;   it  is  pleasantly 
situated  upon  an  arm  of  the  sea,    towards  tlic 
eastern  side  of  the  harbour,    where  the  tide 
gently  flows  up  to  the  garden  walls.      It  oii- 
ginally  belonged  to  Robert  Fitz  Stephen,   to 
whom  half  the  kingdom  of  Cork  was  granted  ; 
but  the  castle,    which  son;e  years   ago  stood 
here,  was  erected  by  one  of  the  Titzgeralds, 
and  in  the  year  \6A5,  was  taken  by  ]^lurrough. 
Lord  president  of  Munster,  ancestor  lo  tlie  pre- 
sent Earl,    and  was  retaken  the  same  year  by 
the  Earl  of  Castkhavcn.      The  bouse  of  Ros- 
tillian stands  upon  tiie  scite  of  the  old  cattle, 
and  is  a  tine  mansion. 
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Sending  our  boat  away  to  meet  us  at  an  ap- 
pointed place,  Yv-e  walked  along  a  part  of  the 
shore,  admiring  rhe  various  beauties  which 
mark  this  harb-jur,  \'.he;e,  combined  with  maf 
line  objects,  you  have  a  fine  Inxuriani,  coun- 
try to  contrast  with  them.  Castle  j\lary  is 
charmingly  seated  upon  a  bay,  Avhich  runs  in 
about  a  mile  upon  tlie  eastern  side,  from 
Mhence  a  fine  view  of  the  great  island,  with 
Spike  and  Hov.lbowlin,  and  the  opposite 
sliorcs  of  the  harbour.  Near  the  house  are 
the  remains  of  a  Druidical  .^itar  ;  the  upper  or 
great  stone,  is  fifteen  feet  long,  and  eight 
broad,  rath.er  tending  to  au  oval  form,  sup- 
ported by  three  lesser  ones ;  adjoining  to  it, 
is  a  rouiul  flag  stone  or  table,  v.hich  was  pro- 
bably used  for  cutting  up  the  victims.  This 
altar  was  named,  in  Iiiili,  Carig  Croith  (i.  e. 
the  Suns  Rock)  *.  The  ancient  Irish  wor- 
shipped 

'  These  rude  altars  are  called,  in  gei^eral,  Cromliagh ;    in 
the  old  British,  Crom-leche,  which  signify  in  both,  a  crook- 

r,\  stone,  not  from  nny  crookedness  in  themselves,  but  from 

their 


'¥: 


A    TOUR   IN   IRELAND.  171 

shipped  the  Sim,  and  swore  by  its  head  (i.  c. 
Cean  grioth).  St.  Patrick,  in  his  confession, 
which  lie  wiotc  by  way  of  epistle  to  the  Irish, 
says,  "  The  splendour  of  the  sun  shall  not  al- 
ways reign,  nor  have  continuance  for  ever; 
but  all  who  adore  him  shall  unhappily  fall  into 
eternal  punishment." 

This  was,  very  probably,  an  altar  dedicated 
to  the  sun*.     Within  about  a  mile  to  the  east 

is 

their  inclinmg  posture.  Mr.  Rowland,  in  his  Mona  Anti- 
qua,  conjectures,  that  the  word  is  derived  from  the  Hebrew, 
Carum  luach  (i  e.  a  devoted  table,  or  altar).  In  Esodus, 
chap.  XX.  verse  25,  there  is  an  injunction  to  erect  their  al- 
tars of  unhewn  stone  j  •'  for  if  thou  lift  up  thy  tool  upon  it, 
thou  hast  polluted  it;"  yet,  in  some,  I  have  obsen-ed  a 
groove,  or  hollow,  along  the  centre  of  the  great  stone,  which 
was  probably  to  permit  the  blood  of  liie  victim  to  flow  olf. 

*  Diodorus  Siculus  has  preserved  an  account  out  of  Heca- 
teus,  a  very  ancient  author,  "  of  a  nortliem  island,  little  less 
than  Sicily,  situated  over  against  the  Celtx,  and  inhabited 
by  those  whom  the  Greeks  called  Hyperboreans.  It  is," 
says  he,  "  fmitful,  pleasant,  and  dedicated  to  Apollo ;  tliat 
god,  for  tlie  space  of  nineteen  years,   used  to  come   and 

converse 
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is  the  ancient  hishoprick  of  Cloyno,  founded 
by  St.  Colman,  in  the  sixth  ccntuiy,  M'ho  ■wa.'?' 
the  first  bishop.     It  was  anciently  called  CUi- 

ain 

cnnv-rse  with  them  ;  and  which  is  more  remnrkahle,    they  -j^ 

could  shew  the  moon  vcr)''  near  them,  and  diseover  Uierein 
mountains,  &c.  They  had  a  large  grove  and  temple,  of  a, 
round  fomi,  to  which  the  priests  frequently  resorted  with 
their  harps,  to  chaunt  the  praises  of  Apollo,  their  great 
deity."  He  says  "  they  had  a  language  of  their  own,  and 
that  some  Greeks  had  been  in  it,  and  presented  valuable 
gifts  to  this  temple,  with  Greek  inscripticns  on  them;  and 
that  one  Abaris,  who  became  afterwards  a  disciple  of  Pythago- 
ms,  went  hence  into  Greece,  and  contracted  an  mtimacv  with 
tlic  Dclians." 

Now  the  situation  of  tliis  island,  opposite  to  ihe  Celt.-E, 
who  were  the  inhabitants  of  G:i!lia  and  Britain  ;  its  being 
(-nmpared  with  Picily  in  size  ;  its  being  dedicate  to  Apollo 
(i.  e.  tlie  sun)  which  planet  the  Irish  worshipped  ;  tlie  de- 
scription of  th'.ir  temples,  which  were  alwavs  round,  and 
the  mention  of  their  harps,  are  all  so  many  concurring  cir- 
cumstances, which  seem  more  than  probable  that  this  could- 
b.-  no  otlifT  than  Ireland  ;  for  the  Mona  of  Rowland  is  too  in- 
ronsldrrable  a  spot  to  be  meant  iirre.  (Vide  Rowland's 
W-rw  Anticjua,  p.  ^6).   Mr.  Smith  spcidcs  of  having   seen 

schcnics 


> 
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aiii  Vamlia,  and  in  tlic  old  H(.nuin  provincial 
Cluain  Vanian  ;  Clone,  or  Chiain,  signifies  a 
den  or  cave,  also  an  enclosure  or  retirement; 
Vamha  signifies  a  place  of  horror  or  darkness. 

Near    this  town,  in  a  park,    once  a  part 
the  domain  of  this  Lee,  there  is  a  deep  exten- 
sive cave  which  might  have    given  rise  to  the 
name.     The  cathedral  is  a  plain  structure,  and 
venerable  in  its  appearance:  the  nave  in  length 
is  about   a  hundred  and  thirty  feet';  the  choir 
seventy-live.     This  see  was  united  to  that  of 
Cork,  anno  1430,  by  pope  Martin  V.     Near 
the  church  is  one  of  the  round  tov.-ers  ;   the 
door  is  more  than  twelve  feet  from  the  ground, 
and   faces  the  west  entrance  to    the  church. 
There  are-here  the  remains  of  a  castle  built  by 

schemes    of    the  Ptolemaic    system  in    some    Irish   MSS. 

of  great  antiquity. 

At  Llsmore,  ^vherc  w.ns  aa  ancient  collcsc  tliere  is  a  tra- 
dition remainins  of  sesxral  Greeks  having  studied  there  ia 
the  earlier  ages  ;  and  that  the  school  w.-ts  origlnallv  founded 
by  two  Greek  princes. 

the 
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the  Fitzgerald  family,  but  very  Inconsider- 
able. The  fertility  of  this  tract  is  highly  picas 
ing,  being  all  under  tillage,  principally  wheat 
and  barley,  with  some  potatoes. 

•Embarking  again,  we  crossed  the  eastern 
passage  to  the  great  island,  from  whence  we 
passed  over  to  the  town  of  Passage,  where  our 
horses  waited  for  us,  and  so  returned  to  Cork. 

Tuesday  1 2th. 

This  morning  we  rode  to  the  ruined  castle 
of  CarigTohan,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Lee  ; 
it  is  built  on  a  steep  precipice  over  the  river, 
about  tM'o  miles  from  to'\\Ti.  From- the  re- 
mains of  the  outAvork.s,  it  must  have  been  a 
very  considerable  building.  At  the  outer 
gate  there  is  a  noble  sycamore  tree,  whose 
branches  extend  from  tip  to  tij;.  a  hundred 
feet;  its  stem  is  of  an  immejise  thickness. 
This  line  castle  was  destroyed  la  the  wars  of 
lC-i-1,  and  shortly  after  one  Captain  Cape, 
Mitli   several    of   his    desperate    companions, 

whose 
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\A\ose  fortunes  v/ere  ruined,  rciircd  here  as  a 
safe  retreat,  from  whence  they  issued  to  plun- 
der the  neighbouring  country.  The  opposite 
shores  are  beautifully  adorned  by  gardens,  par- 
ticularly the  seat  of  mount  Desart,  whose 
woods  and  varied  grounds  afford  a  most  pleas- 
ing object  from  this  side,  and  from  whence 
there  must  be  a  fine  prospect  of  the  city 
and  harbour.  In  the  river  here  are  found 
fresh-M'ater  muscles;  they  lie  in  the  deepest 
part  of  the  river;  the  method  of  taking  them 
is  this :  the  fishennan  is  entirely  naked,  hav- 
ing a  small  osier  in  his  hand,  and  during  the 
bright  sun-shine,  for  then  only  they  open 
their  shells,  he  gently  guides  the  end  of  the 
stick  betiveen  their  shells,  when  they  instantly 
close,  and  he  easily  draws  them  up.  In  those 
muscles  are  frequently  found  a  pearl,  some- 
times the  size  of  a  large  pea,  and  of  a  good 
water. 

Near  the   city  are   large   weirs   for  tai-ing 
salmon;    they  were  originally    built   by   tlie 
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monks  of  Gill  Abbey,  and  granted  with  the  , 
possessions  of  that  house,  to  the  first  Earl  of 
Cork.  This  circumstance  prevents  the  fish 
fronr  getting  much  higher  up,  otherwise  they 
would  be  equally  plentiful  in  the  rivers  which 
join  the  Lee.  Spenser,  in  the  Episode  of  the 
Mjrriage  of  the  Thames  and  !Medway,  in  his 
Fai;-y  Queen,  wherein  he  introduces  several  of 
our  Irish  rivers,  describes  this  river  with  great 
truth. 

There  also  was  the  wide  embayed  Maire, 

The  pleasant  Bandon  crown'd  with  many  a  wood  ; 

Tlie  spreading  Lee,  tliat  like  an  island  fair, 
Encloscth  Cork  with  his  divided  flood, 

Salmon  is  here  never  out  of  season,  of 
which  great  quantities  are  taken  all  the  year 
round.  We  purpose  leaving  Cork  to-moiTOw, 
Farewell,  my  dear  '6lf,  and  believe  me, 

Your's,  c^c. 

•  G.  H. 
LETTER 
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LETTER    XV. 


* 


Thursday  14th. 


Dear  Sir, 


We  left  Cork  yesterday  in 
the  afternoon,  having  determined  on  sleeping 
at  Rathcormuck,  twelve  miles  from  to>vn.  It 
is  a  pretty  small  market  to\vn  and  borough, 
situated  near  to  the  river  Bride;  has  a  very 
neat  church  and  a  session  house,  and  returns 
two  members  to  parliament.  It  belongs  to  an 
antient  branch  of  the  Barry  family,  commonly 
called  M'Adam,  seated  here  nearly  six  hun- 
dred years.  To  the  north  east  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive range  of  mountains;  the  List  hill  of 
which,  to  the  east,  is  called  Caira-Tierna  (i.  e. 
N  the 
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the  Thanes  Heap).  On  the  sununit  is  an 
immense  heap  of  rude  stones,  wliich,  tradition 
tells  us,  were  named  after  the  thane,  or  lord 
of  this  district,  on  which  he  held  assemblies 
of  his  followers,  and  where  chiefs  were  elected 
according  to  the  custom  of  Tanistry,  Avhich 
prevailed  in  this  country.*     This  moniing  we 

left 

*  About  five  miles  from  tliis,  near  Glanworth,  is  a  curious 
monument  called  Labacally  (i.  e.  the  Hag's  bed;.  From  its 
size,  it  m.ust  have  been  desired  for  some  eminent  person, 
but  of  whicli  nothing  now  remains  even  from  tradition.  It 
consists  of  several  broad  flag  stones,  supported  by  others  of 
various  sizes,  pitched  in  the  ground.  One  of  the  upper 
stones  is  seventeen  feet  long,  and  nine  broad,  and  in  the 
middle  sLx  feet  thick,  from  whence  it  slopes  to  the  edges  ; 
at  tlie  end  of  the  great  one  are  two  others,  which  seem  to 
be  intended  to  lengthen  the  whole ;  the  first  of  these  is  eleven 
feet  broad  and  seven  long,  and  tlie  last  seven  feet  square. 
There  was  a  fourth  huge  flag  which  lies  on  the  west  side  ;  03 
each  side  arc  double  rows  of  broad  flags,  on  which  the  great 
flan's  rested  ;  some  are  five  and  sLi  feet  high,  and  three  thick. 

At  about  si.\teen  feet,  another  range  of  flag  stones  encir- 
cled the  tomb,  rude  and  various  in  the  shapes  and  sizes.  It  is 

siiigidai 
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kTt  Rathconuuck  very  e:\y\y,  an<l  rode  011 
throiig-h  a  very  charming  couiitrv  to  Castle 
Lyons,  otherwise  Castle  Lehan,  from  the  O'Le- 

singular  to  remnrk,  tliat  there  ii  none  of  tliis  kind  of  stone 
nearer  than  five  or  six  miles,  being  a  coarse  grit,  found  in 
the  mountains  which  separate  this  county  from  Limerick. 
When  we  hear  of  those  vast  bodies  being  lifted  and  carried 
by  the  antient  inliabitants  of  this  country,  over  hills  and 
through  valleys,  we  naturally  wonder  at  the  means  which 
enabled  them,  not  knowing  that  they  possessed  any  know- 
ledge of  mechanical  powers.  De  la  Vaga  mentions,  that 
there  were  stones  in  the  fortress  of  Cusco,  in  Peru,  upwards 
of  forty  feet  long,  «nd  were  drawn  by  the  streiigili  of  men, 
ten,  t\velve,  or  fifteen  leagues  over  hills,  and  tlie  most  didi- 
cult  ways,  to  that  place ;  and  there  is  one  stone  to  wiiicii 
the  Indians  gave  the  name  of  Syacjsa  (i.  c.  tlie  tired  or  the 
weary)  because  it  never  arrived  at  the  place  it  was  designed 
for,  but  remains  slDl  upon  the  road.  This  rock  was  drawn 
by  20,000  Indians,  fifteen  leagues  over  very  rugged  ways  ; 
but,  notwithstanding  all  their  care,  it  tumbled  down  a  very 
steep  hill  and  killed  several  lumdred  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  endeavouring  to  poise  the  weight.  Thus  these  In- 
dians, without  pullies  or  other  engines,  lifted  up  \  nsf  stones 
to  the  top  of  steep  hills,  in  order  to  build  the  places  of 
Strength,  lopg  before  an  £uropcan  came  among  them. 

N  C  lians, 
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li.iii.s.  an  anliciit  Iikli  faniiK'  -wlio  possessed 
it,  and  gave  their  name  to  the  siirroiinding 
district.  It  is  a  very  neat  built  town,  agree- 
ably situated,  and  \vell  Avatered,  not  far  from 
the  river  Eride,  and  appears  to  enjoy  some 
trade.  The  houses  are  antient,  and  respectable 
in  their  appearance.  There  are  the  ruins  of  \S 
an  Abbey  of  Franciscans,  founded  anno  1307, 
by  John  de  Barry,  but  mouldering  quickly 
away,  not  being  protected  from  the  devasta- 
tions of  the  common  people,  Avho  generally 
mutilate  these  venerable  piles,  tp  erect  their 
own  habitations.  Lord  Barrymore  has  a  fine 
old  mansion  built  on  the  foundation  of  O'Le- 
han's  castle;  it  is  a  ponderous  stately  jdiiice, 
but  going  fast  to  decay,  owing  to  the  ui  pri- 
etor  living  mostly  in  England.  There  is  a 
very  curicus  aqueduct  which  conveys  water 
from  the  river,  contri\-ed  by  a  common  miiler, 
at  a  trifling  expence,  after  the  exertions  of  a 
celebrated  artist  from  England  had  failed  in 
bringing  tl:e  water  by  another    cource.     The 

''•aniens 
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n-ardens  aic  cstcnsivc  and  very  bcautifu!, 
within  which  is  a  pleasant  canal;  the  ii\cr 
Bride  meanders  through  the  deer  park,  pro- 
ducing many  agreeable  views.  In  throwing 
down  some  old  walls  of  Castle  Lehan,  an  an- 
tient  chimney-piece  was  found  with  this  in- 
scription on  it: 

LEHx\N   O'CULLANE 

HOC   FECIT,    31CIJII. 

A  circumstance  Avhich  proves  that  stone  build  - 
ings  were  earlier  in  use  than  Avhat  some  anti- 
quarians will  allow*;  pretending  that  none  were 

erected 

*  In  an  ancient  Irish  MSS.  containing  some  annals  of 
Munster,  there  is  mention  made  of  the  building  of  tlie  round 
tower  .of  Kinetb,  pbout  the  year  1013,  scon  after  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  Clontarf,  in  relation  to  which  there  is  tljc  fol- 
lowing passage: 

Clangor  KeanM'Moilewoa,  being  married  to  tlie  eldcit 
daughter  of  Brien,  late  monarch  of  Ireland,  set  about  con- 
quering tlie  kingdom  fromDoiuiel,  tlie  bwful  heir,  who  was 
married  to  the  second  daughter  of  the  monarch.  Bonnel 
p^arched  with  .t  tliousand  men  near  tliis  tow.T  of  Kiucili. 
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erected  previous  to  the  twelftli  centiny;  a  no- 
tion grounded  on  prejudice,  and  a  total  igno- 
rance of  the  country.  Passing  the  castle  of 
Robertstovvn,  Avhich  is  a  high  square  tower 
built  by  the  Earrys,  as  a  frontier  to  their  terri- 
tories, against  the  invasions  of  the  Fitz  Ge- 
ralds of  Coshbridc,  ^we  entered  upon  a  tract  of 
mountain,    from    -which  we  had  a  noble  view 

then  building,  and  almost  finished,  by  St.  Mocholomog,  the 
patron  thereof,  and  implored  that  Saint's  blessing,  which  he 
received.  Cian  being  in  pursuit  of  Donnel,  came  up  to  Ki- 
neth  with  3000  men,  suffered  them  to  plunder  it,  and  carry- 
away  the  provisions  of  the  -workmen,  for  which  he  and  his 
nrmy  were  cursed  by  tlie  Saint ;  and  coming  up  with  Don- 
nel. were  overthrown  by  him  at  a  place  called  BallinguUy, 
now  Mogolin,  six  miles  west  of  Cork. 

VIDE  smith's  history  OF  coKK,  vol.  ii.  p.  4l6. 

Eunchad  O'Braoin,  abbot  of  Clonmacnois,  betook  himself 
to  one  of  those  round  towers  to  finish  his  days  ;  which  ended 
anno  OS^-  Cambrensis,  speaking  of  these  high  towers,  says 
tiicy  wi-rc  'cuilt  '  more  patrio,'  (i.  e.  after  the  custom  of  tJie 
countr,]  w'aich  seems  to  imply  an  established  method  of 
'ouilding  for  a  long  time. 

of 
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of  the  fertile  \-ale,s  bencatli  us;  tlie  river  Bride 
on  OLir  right,  and  soon  after,  the  Blackwater 
on  our  left.  Five  miles  from  Castle  Lyons,  -we 
entered  the  county  of  Waterford.  The  beauty 
of  the  scenery  surrounding  Lismore  is  capti- 
vating. I  know  of  no  spot  where  the  admirer 
of  the  picturesque  will  be  more  highly  gratified 
than  in  this  grand  mixture  of  the  sublimity 
of  nature  with  the  stupendous  works  of 
anan.  On  entering  Lismore,  tlje  traveller- 
is  struck  with  its  venerable  castle,  lifting  its 
high  embattled  towers  in  a  kind  of  melancholy 
grandeur,  bordering  on  sadness;  the  antient 
avenue,  whose  tall  dark  trees  shed  a  gloom 
over  the  outer  gate-house,  gives  its  neglected 
front  a  deeper  and  more  solemn  shade.  On 
the  angles  are  ruined  towers  of  prodigious 
strength,  in  the  same  rootless  state  that  the 
wars  of  1641  left  them.  Within  the  great 
gate-house  there  is  a  spacious  court;  on  each 
side  are  the  ranges  of  offices  belonging  to  tlie 
Pfistk",  which  faces  the  entrance,  and  forms  a 
N  4  parallelogram. 
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parallelogram.  Over  the  gate-liousc  are  the 
arms  of  the  first  Earl  of  Cork,  ^\  ho  beautified 
and  enlarged  it.  Descending  on  the  eastern 
side  to  the  bridge,  we  were  charmed  with  its 
grand  elevation;  the  north  front  rising  from 
a  perpendicular  range  of  wooded  rock,  over- 
hana-ino-  the  Blackwater.  Imagination  can- 
not  paint  a  more  romantic  scene.  The  broad 
and  placid  river,  from  which,  on  the  left,  arise 
lofty  and  richly  covered'  rocks,  to  a  fearful 
height,  crowned  with  nodding  groves,  in 
some  parts  ranging  down  from  tlie  steep  sum- 
mit, cast  their  green  branches  in  the  stream ; 
Avhile,  in  others,  they  are  separated  by  the 
jutting  heads  of  moss-clad  rocks,  whose  vari- 
eo-ated  sides  of  grey  and  spangled  brown, 
contrast  in  a  lively  manner  with   the  varied  -iX 

foliage.  Over  all,  the  ivied  windows  and 
pointed  turrets  lifting  themselves  high  above 
the  trees,  which  half  disclose  their  antique 
casements,  finish  the  picture  to  the  left.  On 
the   right  the   shores  are  divcraiiied  by  Mood 

and 
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and  lawiij  ami  belli  ml  opens  a  deep  and  tliick- 
ly  wooded  glin,  through  which  a  small  river, 
called  Oon-a-shad,  winds  into  the  Blackwa- 
tcr;  to  the  west,  the  salmon  weirs  traverse 
the  river  for  a  considerable  way,  and  form 
sevei-al  agreeable  falls,  the  soft  lulling  sound 
of  which  greatly  heightens  the  beauty  of  the 
whole.  Few  who  see  Lismore  in  its  present 
state,  would  imagine  it  ever  had  been  better 
than  a  sorry  village;  some  tolerable  houses, 
very  thinly  intermixed  with  poor  cabins,  are 
all  that  now  remains  of  its  anrient  greatness. 
An  old  writer  of  the  life  of  St.  Carthagli, 
thus  describes  it :  "  Lessmor  is  a  famous  and 
holy  city,  half  of  which  is  an  asylum  into 
which  no  woman  durst  enter;  but  it  is  full  of 
cells  and  holy  monasteries,  and  religious  men 
in  great  numbers  abide  there;  and  tliithcr 
holy  men  tlock  together  from  all  parts  of  Ire- 
land; and  not  only  from  Ireland,  but  from 
England  and  Britain,  being  desirous  to  remove 
from  thence  to   Christ;    and  tlic  city  is  built 

on 
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on  the  Iianks  of  a  river  formerly  called  Nun, 
but  now'  Aban-mor*;  that  is,  the  great' river 
in  the  territory  of  Nan-Deci,  or  Desies. " 

Lismore  seems  to  derive  its  present  name 
from  a  mount,  or  ancient  fortification,  stand- 
ing a  little  to  the  east  of  the  town,  now 
called  the  round  hill.  Lis  signifies  a  fort, 
and  mor,  great.  Its  more  antient  name  was 
j\Iagh-.sgiath  (i.  e.  the  field  of  the  shield)  af- 
terwards Dun-sginne;  dun  also  signifies  a  fort 
seated  on  an  eminence,  and  sgein,  a  flight: 
probal)ly  alluding  to  St.  Carthagh,  Avho  was 
driven  from  Lestmeath,  where  he  had  founded 
the  famous  Abbey  of  Ratheny  ;  and  is  said  to 
liave  governed  867  monks  for  tJie  space  of 
forty  years. 

The  annals  of  Innisfallen  mention  his  flight, 
anno  631,  and  the  same  year  was  received  by 
the  prince  of  Beci,  and  founded  the  cathedral 

*  It  wns  called  by  the  English,  Broadwater,  and  after- 
w.-:ra.i,  Bljckwater.  Ptolomy  notices  it  by  llie  name  of  Dau- 
rona,  and  Ncckham,  Avon-mere. 
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and  school  of  Lismore.  lie  did  not  long  sur- 
vive the  event,  dying  14th  jMay,  63ii,  and  \va3 
buried  in  his  own  cathedral.  St.  Cataldus, 
afterwards  bishop  of  Tarentum,  in  Italy,  was 
appointed  regent  over  the  school*;   to  which 

*  Cambden  obsen-es,  that  the  Saxons  crowded  to  Ireland 
as  a  great  seat  of  learnings  which  is  the  reason,  says  he, 
why  we  so  often  find  tliis  in  our  writers  ; — "  Such  a  one  has 
sent  his  son  over  to  Ireland  to  be  educated."  He  likewise  re- 
lates this  passage  in  the  life  of  Sulgenius, .  who  flourished 
six  hundred  years  before  his  time  : 

Exemplo  patrum  commotus  amore  legend! 

Juvit  ad  Hibcrnos,  sophia  mirabile  claros. 

With  love  of  learning,  and  examples  fir'd, 
To  Ireland,  fam'd  for  Wisdom,  he  retir'J. 

Cambden  further  says,  '  perhaps  the  Saxons,  our  foreCi- 
thers  might  have  taken  the  draught  and  form  of  their  letters 
from  them  ;  tlieir  character  being  tlie  same  with  that  at 
this  day  used  in  Ireland."  camb.   ix  hiberx. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  his  history  of  Cork,  says,  tliat  it  was  an 

Jrish  professor  who  first  opened  the  public  schools  at  Oxford. 

smith's  uistoky  01?  cork,  p.  2o7. 

tlockcd 
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flocked  prodigious  numbers  from  all  parts, 
from  its  celebrity  for  the  true  philosophy. 
The  cathedral  stands  on  a  high  swelling  bank, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town ;  the  choir 
only  appears  antient.  This  church  suffered 
with  tlie  town  considerably,  having  been  se- 
veral times  plundered  and  burnt.  Besides  the 
cathedral,  St.  Carthagh  founded  an  abbey  of 
canons  regular;  his  rule  is  said  to  be  extant  in 
antient  Irish.  Archbishop  Usher  had  two 
MS.  copies  of  his  life ;  in  one  of  which, 
the  number  of  his  scholars  jr.  Meath  is  said  to 
be  S6T,  in  the  other,  844.  Tiie  abbey 
stood  where  the  castle  is  now  built;  of  the 
other  churches  and  schools,  of  which  th^re 
were  twent}-,  nothing  now  remains  except  a 
few  heaps  of  rubbish.  The  see  of  Lismorc 
was  united  to  that  of  AV'aterford,  during  the 
life  of  Thomas  le  Reeve,  by  Pope  Urban  V, 
and  confirmed  by  King  Edward  III. 

The  castle  was  built  by  king  John,  in  1 1 85, 
and   was  demolished  by  the    Irish,    who    sur- 
prized 
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prized  it,  1  ISy,  slaying  the  ganison,  ulth  Ro- 
bert Barry  the  governor.  After  it  \vas  rebuilt, 
it  continued  to  be  the  residence  of  the  bi- 
shops, till  the  time  of  Miler  INIagragh,  who, 
•with  the  consent  of  the  dean  and  cliaptcr, 
granted  it,  with  some  lands,  to  Sir  Walter 
Rawley,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  131.  6s.  Hd.;  soon 
after  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Richartl 
Boyle,  who  purchased  all  Sir  Walter's  lands, 
and  who  beautified  and  enlarged  it  consider- 
ably. At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  of 
1()41,  it  M-as  besieged  by  5000  Irish  troops, 
commanded  by  Sir  Richard  Beling ;  but  was 
bravely  defended  by  the  young  Lord  Broghii, 
third  son  to  the  Earl  of  Cork,  Avho  obliged  the 
Irish  to  raise  the  siege;  however,  it  did  not 
long  continue  in  the  Earl's  possession,  being 
taken  by  Lord  Castlehaven,  1(545. 

James  II.  dined  in  the  great  room,    and  go- 
ing to  look  out  of  the  window,  started   back 
in  terror  from  its  precipitate  elevation    above 
the  river.     One  does  not,  on  catering  the  cas- 
tle, 
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tie,  perceive  it  to  be  situated  so  ]iip,-li;  nor 
can  they  suspect  the  perpendicular  steepness 
of  its  rear.  One  of  the  rooms  is  celebrated 
for  giving  birth  to  the  great  Robert  Boyle. 

This  noble  pile  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  whose  agent 
resides  here,  and  has  made  many  alterations 
and  repairs,  but  Avith  so  little  taste  and  adhe- 
rence to  the  great  original,  that  I  am  confi- 
dent were  the  Duke  to  see  them,  his  Grace 
would  feel  a  sensible  regret,  and  instantly  or- 
der these  unworthy  repairs  to  be  replaced  by 
others  more  confomiable  to  the  antient  style 
of  the  building. 

•  The  great  flanking  square  towers  arc  still 
rootless,  except  where  the  venerable  and  lofty 
ash  trees  fling  their  shady  branches  over  their 
walls,  andforai  a  verdant  canopy.  This  mag- 
nificent castle,  at  an  inconsiderable  expence, 
might  be  renovated  and  rendered  one  of  the 
most  lespectable  baronial  dwellings,  perhaps, 
in  Europe;  as  a  picturesque  object  it  cannot 

be 
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be  excelled. '/riic  bridge  is  a  fine  structure;  con- 
sisting of  one  great  arch  of  about  lOf)  feet  iii 
the  span,  over  the  main  part  of  the  river,  and  of 
six  smaller  ones  underneath  the  causeway  on 
the  north  side;  these  last  are  intended  to  carry 
off  the  floods,  which  in  autumn  swell  this 
river  very  considerably.  To  the  munificent  and 
public  spirit  of  the  present  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, the  county  stands  indebted  for  this 
noble  bridge,  erected  at  his  Grace's  sole  ex- 
pence.  It  remains  a  most  honourable  testi- 
mony of  a  princely  liberality,  and  true  patri- 
otism. 

A  few  days  will  now  bring  us  together;  I 
have  a  thousand  things  to  say,  anil  a  thou- 
sand queries  to  be  an:-\vered ;  till  then  be- 
lie\-e  me.  as  usual, 


Your's, 


Verv  trulv. 


G.  U. 


LiyiTER 
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LETTER  XVI. 


Kilkenny,  Saturday  1 6. 

Dear  Sir, 

(_)N  Thursday  we  bid  farewel  to 
Lismorc,  having  visited  several  adjacent  spots 
charmingly  situated  upon  the  Blackwater,  par- 
ticularly Bally-Inn,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Musgrave, 
from  whence  the  view,  up  and  do\\n  the  river, 
is  delightful.  To  the  south-east  of  Lismore, 
is  a  fine  deer  park,  well  inclosed,  comprehend- 
ing 1 192  acres.  A  vein  of  iron  runs  through 
it  from  west  to  east,  which  renders  the  ground 
poor  and  unfit  cither  for  tillage  or  pasture. 
Crossing  the  bridge,  we  rode  on  towards  Cap- 
poquin  by  the  most  beautiful   public  road   I 

ever 
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ever  saw ;  on  the  left  tlic  liigh  grounds  were 
covered  witli  deep  woods  fiequeatly  reaching 
down  to  the  water's  edge;  whose  contrasted,  yet 
blending  tints,  and  varied  character  of  form, 
produced  an  effect  uncommonly  fine ;  whilst 
numerous  vistas  formed  by  detached  groupes 
of  trees,  pi-esented  to  us,  at  every  step,  a  new 
feature,  each  a  rival  to  tlie  other.  Looking 
back  upon  the  castle,  the  view  comprehends 
a  most  noble  assemblage  of  objects,  in  a  supe- 
rior degree  calculated  for  the  painter's  con- 
templation. Cappoquin  is  a  pretty,  thouijh 
inconsiderable  town,  close  to  which  the  river 
Beal-licky  empties  itself  into  the  Elackwattr; 
the  castle  was  built  by  the  Fitzgeralds,  but  at 
what  period,  is  now  uncertain.  In  the  rebel- 
lion of  lb"4j,  it  was  taken  by  the  Irish  troops 
commanded  by  Lord  Castlchaven,  after  an 
obstinate  defence,  but  soon  at'tcr  fell  into  de- 
cay ;  it  is  now  entirely  modernized,  having  lono' 
lost  its  original  form.  At  Saltbridge,  near 
this,  were  formerly  extensive  iron-works  car- 
ried on  by  the  Earl   of  Cork,  who  supporteil 

manv 
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many  similar  thioughout  tliis  country, 
•which  tended  to  destroy  the  extensive  M-oods, 
now  much  to  be  regretted.  These  parts 
aflford  excellent  orchards,  where  they  carry 
tlie  manufacture  of  cyder  to  a  high  pitch 
of  excellence:  The  Herefordshire  red-streak, 
thrives  admirably  in  this  soil;  which  contra- 
dicts Mr.  Philips's  assertion,  that  it  thrives  no 
where  but  in  its  own  country.  There  is  a  very 
line  wooden  bridge  here,  over  the  Blackwater. 
Rising  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  town,  we  en- 
tered upon  a  wild  uncultivated  tract,  consist- 
ing of  vast  clusters  of  stupendous  hills,  almost 
pathless:  our  course  was  uncertain,  and  of- 
ten puzzling,  however;  we  continued  a  north- 
ern direction,  depending  on  the  certainty  of 
our  information,  though  discouraged  by  what 
we  encountered  in  Stack's  mountains  in  the 
county  of  Kerry;  we  pushed  on,  under  black 
precipices,  and  winding  round  fearful  steeps; 
on  our  left,  the  lofty  hill  of  Knock-Melc-Down 
arose,  lust  among  the  descending  mists  that 
hu:;g  around    us:  this    hill    is   9(K)  yards   in 

height, 


i 


A    TOUR     IN'     IRKI.AXD.  IpJ 

liciglit,  ascertained  by  tlie  barometer,  anil 
bounds  the  county  of  Waterford.  The  mists 
hcgan  to  descend  fast,  and  spread  from 
base  to  base,  of  these  hnge  hills,  darkening 
the  atriiosphere,  and  chilling  us  ^ith  their 
damps  ;  no  human  residence  was  to  be  seen, 
nor  any  living  thing  exceptafew  ravens,  -which 
now  and  then  heavily  passed  us  close  by,  and 
no  ways  timid,  flapping  their  moist  wings, 
and  hoarsely  croaking  ;  sometimes  they  -would 
follow  us  a  long  way  and  very  near,  keeping 
up  their  discordant  shrieks,  by  no  means  un- 
pleasing,  as  it  assisted  in  adding  to  the  gene- 
ral and  horrific  sublimity  of  the  whole  ;  the 
M-ords  '  no  means  unpleasing/  ma}-  seem 
strange  to  you,  when  applied  to  any  thing 
horrific,  but  it  is  no  less  certain,  that  terrific 
grandeur  creates  a  sensation  in  our  minils,  (al- 
though awfully  oppressive)  yet  leaving  a  de- 
sire behind,  of  experiencing  the  same  agnin, 
which  certainly  never  can  be  applied  to  any 
sensation  that  is  unpleasing.  llie  mists  had 
0  3  uicrcascd 
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iIlCIca^C(I  to  so  great  a  density,  that  we  coiild 
not  see  beyond  twelve  yards.  The  evening 
was  fast  approaching,  and  as  the  day  expired 
our  spirits  sunk  with  it.  We  found  ourselves 
on  the  brink  of  a  steep  precipice,  its  sides  rag- 
ged, and  bottom  strewed  with  loose  rocks  and 
stones  ;  all  the  marks  of  an  impetuous  torrent 
were  left  behind,  but  little  or  no  water ;  the 
rough  path  lay  along  the  side  of  this  deep 
gulph,  painfully  alarming,  from  our  horses 
frequently  starting  at  the  quick  approach  of 
the  ravens,  who  were  hid  by  the  thickness  of 
the  mist  till  close  to  the  horses  heads.  In  this 
doleful  dilemma,  we  were  clieered  by  the 
sound  of  horses,  and  shortly  after  two  coun- 
trymen appeared — Happy  sight !  from  them 
Me  gained  e\cry  information,  directing  us  to 
a  small  village  called  Newcastle,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  from  w  hich 
tliev  had  themselves  come.  E.xpressing  our 
thanks  fjr  the  M'elcome  intelligence,  we  got 
forward,  and  from  an  opening  in  the  moun- 
tains. 
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tains,    began  to   clescend    towards   the    level 
country;  hoM'evcr,  before  we  got  clear  of  these 
regions,   night  had   made  pretty  long  strides 
upon  us.      Crossing  the  bed  of  a  mountain  ri- 
ver,  now  almost  dry,   A\e  gained  a  firm  load, 
but  M-ithout  a  friendly  star  to  guide  us  to  this 
wished-for  village,  wliere  we  hoped  to  re^t  till 
morning.     But  here  ]\Iadani  Fortune  still  con- 
tinued to  butrct  us  ;  not  content  with  kicking 
us   about  like  a  foot-ball   all    day,    on  these 
dreary  mountains,    but  she  unkindly  set  us 
down   in   the  most  wretched  of  all  hamlets, 
where  not  even  a  bed  could  be  got  for  my 
poor  horses,  nor  any  kind  of  refreshment ;  to 
make  matters  worse,  it  was  near  seven  o'clock, 
the  night  dark  and  dismal,  and  we  seven  miles 
from  Clonmel.     The  delay  we  unnecessariiv 
made   at  Cappoquin,   now  fell  hea\y  on   us  ; 
but  regret  was  useless,    there  was  but  one  de- 
termination  amongst   us,    and  that    was,    for 
getting  out  of  this   pitiful  place,   and  though 
dark,  take  the  road  to  Clonmel,    which  could 
o  3  not 
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not  be  half  so  bad  as  that  whicli  \vc  had  left 
behind.  After  three  hours  dedicated  to  these 
seven  miles,  which- -were  the  most  tedious  of 
my  life,  we  arrived  at  Clonmel,  and  set  up  at 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  inns  I  ever  met 
with. 

Friday  Morning,  15th. 

Clonmel  is  agreeably  situated  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Suir,  which  is  navigable  from  this 
to  Waterford  and  Carrick.  From  the  busy 
and  thronged  streets  we  passed  through  last 
night,  we  formed  ideas  which  have  been  re- 
alized to-day. 

The  people  are  wealthy,  the  happy  conse- 
quence of  industry,  Mhicli  here  has  been  ma- 
nifested by  the  people  called  Quakers,  avIio 
from  their  first  settling  in  this  town,  have  gra- 
dually ailded  to  its  trade,  having  introduced 
the  woollen  manufacture,  and  still  continue  it. 
There  is  the  most  pleasing  appearance  of  clean- 
liness through  the  town,  even  to  its  suburbs  ; 
there  is  a  handsome   bridge  of  twenty  arches 

over 
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over  tlie  Suir,  wliich  adds  not  a  little  to  tlie 
pretty  appearance  of  the  place  ;  the  church  is 
an  indififerent  edifice,  formerly  a  part  of  the 
Benedictine  monastery,  one  of  the  gates,  and 
part  of  the  walls  remain,  being  mostly  denio- 
lislied  by  Cromwell,  after  he  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  where  he  exercised  liis  bru- 
■  tal  revenge  by  an  horrible  massacre.  The, 
brave  Colonel  Hugh  O'Neal*,  defended  it  to 
the  hist,  till  finding  it  untenable,-  and  not  like- 
ly to  be  relieved,  withdrew  the  most  of  the 
g-arrison,  chiefly  consisting  of  Ulster  men  : 
Cromwell  acknowledged  to  have  lost  two 
thousand  of  his  choicest  troops,  in  this  affair. 
To  the  south  of  the  town  lies  that  tract  called 

*  This  O'Neal  was  governor  of  Limerick,  and  so  ably  de- 
fended it,  in  lOjl,  against  Ireton  ;  he  was  forced  to  give  up 
tlie  town,  tiirough  tlie  treachery  of  Colonel  Fennel.  Ireton 
had  him  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  sentenced  to  death  j 
however,  on  some  consideration,  there  was  a  second  entiuir\', 
which  ended  in  a  ballot ,;  his  life  was  saved  by  tlie  majority 
of  one. 

CVRRY's   civil   WAES  01-    IRELAND. 

o  i  the 
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the  Commons  of  Clonmel,  for  tlic  most  part 
Tiiountainous,  affording  little  else  but  pas- 
ture. By  the  Down  survey,  it  contained 
5103  acres,  which  were  forfeited  during  the 
usurpation,  and  little  of  it  now  remains  to  the 
corporation. 

From  the  high  grounds  near  the  town,  there 
is  a  north  prospect  of  the  plains  of  Tipperary, 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  through  M-hich  the 
cur->ing  Suir  meanders,  fertilizing  as  it  strays: 
here  the  large  extended  lawns  and  sheep-walks 
meet  the  eye,  which  love  to  dwell  upon  their 
fresh  verdure  ;  a  pleasing  relief  from  the  rude 
scenes  we  lately  left  behind  us.  Numberless 
handsome  houses,  and  sheltering  plantations, 
mingled  with  corn-fields,  green  meadows,  and 
extensive  orchards,  gave  an  appearance  of 
richness  and  cultivation  to  this  immense  plain, 
highly  delightful  to  the  traveller,  particularly 
if  he  has  passed  through  the  mountainous  re- 
gions of  Knock-Mele-Down.  There  is  a  most 
excellent  eluilybeate  spring  here,  it  tlows  from 

the 
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tlie  side  of  a  rising  bank,  ovcrluing-  hy  a  sleep 
hill  on  the  south  bank,  or  county  of  Water- 
ford  side  of  the  river.  It  has  been  kept  near 
a  year  in  bottles,  and,  after  being  brought  to 
Dublin,  retained  its  tinging  quality  M-ith  galls; 
six  pints  of  this  water  v.'vre  exhaled  by  a  mild 
heat,  the  operation  being  performed  in  not  less 
than  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours  ;  it  yielded, 
of  a  dark  brown  ochreous  powder,  seven  grains, 
which,  without  calcination,  was  attracted  by 
the  magnet*;  a  strong  evidence  of  its  power- 
ful impregnatingprinciples.  Yet  this  chalybeate 
is  now  neglefted  for  thespas  ofBallyspellanand 
IMallow  ;  seldom  considering  the  different  na- 
tures of  water,  but  consulting  only  Dame  Fa- 
shion ;  indeed,  those  who  drink  waters  should 
hrst  consult  an  able  physician  as  to  their  adap- 
tion to  their  ailments,  it  being  frcquentlv  the 
case,  that  persons  drink  a  vitiiolicwater,  wlien, 
perhaps,  a  sulphureous  or  ferruginous  spa, 
would  be  found  more  beneficial. 

*  Smith's  History  of  Watcrlord,  p.ige  211. 

We 
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^Vc  ha-iT  hcen  cliarmed  with  the  -ivikl  notes 
of  an  harper,  whom  we  met  here  on  liis  way 
into  the  county  of  Cork.  ^Vhat  a  pity  that 
some  attention  is  not  paid  to  this  dehghtful 
but  expiring  science,  so  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try ;  the  number  of  bards  throughout  the 
kingdom  is  much  reduced  for  want  of  proper 
encouragement,  which  reflects  no  small  de- 
gree of  disgrace  upon  the  taste  of  the  people ; 
{he  celebrity  which  so  honourably  distinguish- 
ed Ireland  in  the  former  ages,  is,  I  think,  a 
strong  testimony  of  antient  civilization  ;  to  so 
excellent  a  pitch,  was  the  study  of  music  ele- 
vated, that  the  Welch  princes,  in  the  tenth 
century,  sent  for  various  of  our  bards  in  order 
to  correct  their  music  and  introduce  our  melo- 
dies, which  tu  this  day  remain  in  'Wales.  Car- 
doc,  a  ^Velchman,  who  wrote  in  the  twelfth 
century,  assures  us,  that  the  Iriili  devised  all 
the  instniments,  tunes,  and  measures,  in  use 
among  the  "Welch.  The  learneil  Selden,  likc- 
■•.\'isc,  speaking  on  the  subject  says,  '•  llieir 
mu&i<iue, 


\ 
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nnisique,  for  the  most  part,  came  out  oi""  Ire- 
land with  Grutlytlh  ap  Conaii,  Prince  of 
North  Wales,  about  King  Stephen's  time." 
Powell,  another  of  their  historians,  allows  the 
same ;  but  above  all,  the  authority  of  Cam- 
brensis*,  is  a  most  flattering  tfestimony.     In 

1792, 

*  "  The  attention  of  tills  people  to  musical  inst;-unients,  I 
find  worthy  of  commendation  ;  in  which  their  skiU  is  beyond 
all  comparison  superior  to  any  nation  I   have  seen  :    for  in 
these  the  modulation  is  not  slow  and  solemn,  as  with  instru- 
ments of  Britain,  to  which  we  are  accustomed;  but   the 
sounds  are  rapid  and  precipitate,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  sweet 
and  pleasing.     It  is  wonderful  liovv  in  such  precipitate  rapi- 
dity of  the  fingers,  the  musical  proportions  are  preserved; 
and  by  their  art  faultless  tliroughout,  in   the  midst  of  their 
complicated  moddations  and  most  intricate  arrangement  of 
notes,  by  a  rnpidity  so  sweet,  a  rcgvtiarity  so  irregular,  a  con- 
cord so  discordant,  the  melody  is  rendered  harmonious  and 
perfect;  whether  the  chords  of  the  diates^erori  or  diapcntc. 
are  struck  togctlier.  yet  they  always  begin  in  a  soft  mcod. 
pnd  in  the  same,  tliat  all  may  be  perfected  in  the  sweetness 
of  delicious   sounds;   they  enter   on,  and  again  leave  their 
niodulations  with  .0  ntr.ch  subtllty,  and  the  tlnglings  of  the 

snull 
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179-,  the  gentlemen  of  Belfast  procured  a 
meeting-  of  the  harpers,  Avho  were  thinly  scat- 
tered through  the  provinces,  premiums  -were 
adjudged  to  the  most  meritorious,  and  a  num- 
ber of  antient  airs  collected.  HoM-ever,  I  fear 
this  patriotic  effort  has  l)cen  frustrated  by  the 
unhappy  alarms  and  discords,  which  since  that 
period  have  unceasingly  prevailed.  Mount- 
ing our  horses,  we  directed  our  course  home- 
Avard,  tlirough  a  charming  fertile  country  ;  on 
the  hill  of  Slieu-na-maun,  we  stopped  to  ad- 
mire the  boundless  scene  of  rich  cultivation, 
which  cannot  fail  to  arrest  the  traveller's  steps 
ere  lie  descends  :  indeed  it  well  deserves  its 
name,  "  the  Golden  Vale,"'  for  such  another 
tract  is  not  easy  to  be  met  with.  Arriving 
once  move  at  Callan,  we  turned  to  the  riglit, 
keeping  the  King's  river  on  our  left,  and  rode 

s:n,;ll  string-;,  =.[inrt  with  so  much  freedom  under  the  deep 
WiiL-,  ..f  the  b.iss,  delight  willi  so  much  dehcaey,  and  sooth 
so  sultly,  that  the  excellence  of  iJieir  art  seems  to  lie  in  con- 
cealing it." 

on 
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on  for  TlioiDastown,  not  M'lsliing  to  letuni  to 
town  by  the  same  rout  that  we  left  it,  especi- 
ally if  there  is  any  novelty  M'orthy  observa- 
tion. 

Tliomastown  is  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
and  is  a  neat  thriving  place,  pleasantly  si- 
tuated on  the  river  Nore,  which  is  navigable 
from  hence  to  New  Ross  and  "W'atcrford,  for 
small  craft.  The  church  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence, overlooking  the  town,  and  was  once 
a  noble  pile;  the  chancel  is  roofed,  in  wiiich 
divine  service  is  performed,  but  tlic  nave  is 
a  crumbling  ruin,  threatening  destruction  to 
all  who  pass  underneath  its  arches.  A  (ielight- 
ful  walk  of  about  a  mile,  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  brought  us  to  the  venerable  ruins  of 
of  Jerpoint  (or  Jerripont).  This  abbey  was 
founded  by  Donald,  King  of  0:isory,  anno 
IISO,  for  Cistertians,  and  dedicated  to  Saint 
jNIary.  The  head  of  this  abbe}-  M-as  a  mitred 
abbot,  and  sat  in  parliament.  Amongst  the 
tombs,  those  of  Donald  tb.e  four.der,  and  Fe- 
lix 
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lix  ODuIlauy,  bishop  of  Ossory,  arc  most 
conspicuous,  onthenorth  side  oftheliigh  altar. 
Bishop  O'Dullany  removed  the  episcopal  see 
fioni  Aghavoc,  in  Upper  Ossory,  to  Kilkenny, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Canicc,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  twelfth 
century ;  along  with  other  benefactions,  he 
endowed  this  abbey  with  the  lands  of  Kell 
Rudi.  It  was  surrendered  to  Henry  VIII. 
anno  1539,  ^^Ik^  granted  a  pension  to  the  ab- 
bot for  his  life. 

If  we  consider  the  magnitude  of  this  re- 
verend structure,  its  numerous  dependant 
buildings,  which  cover  a  great  extent  of 
ground,  we  shall  not  deem  it  improbable  that 
700  students  lived  M'lthin  it  walls,  as  tradition 
reports.  A  small  stream  runs  on  the  west 
end,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  may  be 
traced  the  foundations  of  walls,  with  some 
other  buildings,  and  the  corn-mill  belonging 
to  the  abbey  ;  the  gardens  probably  extended 
along  the  rivulet,   as  numerous  trees,  some  of 

tliem 
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tlicm  fruit,  are  scattered  up  and  down.  From 
tliis,  there  is  an  agreeable  prospect  of  tlie 
house  and,grounds  of  jMr.  Hunt;  touards  the 
right,  the  hill  of  Sheir-na-maun,  and  the  rich 
borders  of  the  county  of  Tipperary  appear ; 
Avhile  the  left  is  bounded  by  the  lofty  moun- 
tains of  the  county  of  Waterford,  forming  a 
beautiful  back  ground  to  this  fine  ruin.  J\Iid- 
May  between  Thomastown  and  Kilkenny,  in 
Bennet's  Bridge,  an  inconsiderable  village,  I 
observed  near  the  river  a  small  antient  building, 
now  a  part  of  a  mill ;  about  half  a  mile  beyond 
it  are  two  of  these  moats,  commonly  called 
Danish  forts,  one  on  the  road  side  to  the  right, 
the  other  on  the  left,  a  little  distance  from 
the  pathway.  Thcsc^  ;is  well  as  the  towers,  or 
steeples,  have  given  rise  to  various  specula- 
tions :  they  are  attributed,  by  Sir  Thonuis  Mo- 
Ivneux,  to  the  Danes.  He  quotes  Olaus  \Vor- 
niius,  who  describes  many  slniilar  in  Denmark, 
from  whence  Sir  T'.ionuis  infers,  tliat  these, 
likewise,   must  be  of  Daniel  origin.     As  a 

proof, 
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l)ioor,  lie  says,  tliese  mounts  or  raths,  arc  to 
be  frequently  seen  throughout  England,  and 
are  called  Barrows,  or  Burrows,  from  the  old 
Saxon  word,  Beorg,   or  Burg,   (a  hill*).     He 

falsely 

•  Tlic  vulgar  opinion  of  these  raths  is,  that  they  were 
raised  by  the  Danes  ;  but  tlie  most  inteUigent  Irish  antiqua- 
rians ascribe  tliem  to  tlie  Firbolgs,  or  Farbologcs,  a  people 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  antient  MSS.  whose  name  sig- 
nifies a  creeping  man,  or  one  who  lives  in  a  cave.  They 
were  antiently  called  Terrigense  and  Antricoke,  from  their 
dwelling  in  caves ;  hence  the  Scythians  (from  whom  the 
Irish  are  descended)  were  named  by  the  Greeks,  Getae,  and 
GeatdE  ;  and  of  the  antient  Irish,  this  verse  of  Propertius 
takes  notice  : — • 

Ibernusq.  Gates,  Pictoq.  Britania  Curru. 

Vide  smith's  iustoky  ot  cork,  p.  400. 

JIosc  of  tlicse  raths  have  subterranean  chambers,  the  en- 
trance to  which  is  commoiijy  facing  the  east ;  the  passage  in 
sonic  of  them,  after  running  spirally  two  or  tlirce  turns,  ter- 
Hiinatis  in  a  central  chamber  ;  sometimes  the  entrance  is 
straight. 

In  the  year  1755,  as  some  labourers  were  making  a  ditch 
at  Aghabulloge,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  one  of  tliem  dropped 

his 
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Falsely  deduces  tlie  origin  of  the  narrow  towers, 
br  steeples,  from  the  same  people ;  for  (says 
he)  if  the  anticnt  Irish  Averc  the  authors  of 
them,  should  we  not  find  theae  towers  in  Scot- 
land, which  was  early  colonized  by  the  Irish? 
This  argument,  however,  will  not  support  his 
assertion  ;  for,  if  the  absence  of  these  towers 
from  a  country  inhabited  by  the  antient  Irishj 
precludes  them  from  being  of  Irish  origin, 
how  can  he  reconcile  his  Danish  claim,  when 
throughout  all  Denmark,  no  vestige  of  any 
thing  similar  is  to  be  met  with,  nor  in  Eng- 
land either,  where  the  D;ines  held  a  powerful 

his  spade  into  a  deep  liole,  v/hicii  obliged  him  to  open  the 
eartli  to  get  it  out,  where  he  found  a  passage  into  fifteen 
rooms,  or  vaults  ;  in  one  of  tihich,  by  estimation,  were 
above  five  hundred  skeletons  ;  and  in  another  live,  all  entire. 
The  bones  appeared  of  a  pale  reddish,  or  brick  colour,  some 
of  them  had  been  apparently  burned ;  the  chambers  were 
above  five  feet  high,  many  more  were  unexplored,  being 
stopped  up  with  immense  flags.  In  one  of  the  rooms  was 
found  a  beautiful  carved  comb  of  wood,  and  its  case,  bodj 
of  which,  on  being  exposed  to  the  air,  mouldered  into  dust 

r  sway ; 
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sway ;   (and  iF  I  mistake  not)  tliere  are  the  re- 
mains of  two  in  Scotland  ? 

Mr.  Lllnvyd  gives  a  description  of  -O  rath 
near  Drogheda,  on  which  a  gokl  coin  of  tlie 
Emperor  Valentinian  was  found,  and  which  lie 
decidedly  thinks  of  Irish  original.  In  the 
subterranean  chamber  was  found  one  of  those 
immense  heads  of  the  elk,  so  frequently  dug 
up  in  bogs. 

We  arrived  in  town  yesterday  evening, 
much  fatigued,  but  highly  pleased  with  an 
excursion,  which  has  not  only  communicated 
infinite  amusement,  but  also  some  share  of 
useful  knowledge,  M'ith  regard  to  tlie  local 
parts  of  this  province.  I  sliall  eagerly  hasten 
to  meetvou,  when  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
telling  you  personally,  how  ranch 

I  am,  ^.4^ 

Dear  Sir, 

Your's,  ^':c. 

G.  nooiEs. 


lii'firmceio  the  dhtance  Idivetn  ihejirincipal  towns  Ti\en- 
tioiicd  ill  the  Tour. 
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The  Autlior  bein-  at  a  distance  when  thi^  work  went  to  press  several 
errors  have  escaped  ;  the  most  consuicrable  of  which  arc  noticed 
in  the  foUowing 

ERRATA. 

Pace  1,  line  C,  for  pcrs\j;t«,  nod  puisuit.    p.  A  I.  ir,  /f  cilK  'ftti  ciJl.  p.  S,  I.  ^  /"tr 

,f,,,ii,.     .  1  :    ,,   .  ;     .         •.,..'.>  nurth  tnct,  r^-uJ  noble  tract,  p.  i  ul.  4i.  Z**  67 
the  ,,  -'    1",  /«- !L-ci,  "jjscpt.    p.  79,  I.   I  i,  V  simple. 


■  Ravvley,  rmJ  fUwlti^h. 


..     p.  iooy  1.  s,/*'"  north, r^u.'  noble,    p.  4or,  1.  4,/W- Shier- 
ijii.  p.  /oT,  1.    9,  /•'  in  Bcoatra  Bridge,  rfuJ  u  Scuict'i 
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